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Es; is deceitful,and Beauty is vain : but a Woman 
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| EDITOR TO THE READER. 


'TT is a popular reproch uſually caſt u 
Jon Writers in moralliry , and o—_ 
"to deyotion , thar while they with pom- 
us words repreſent vertue as a fufficient 
reward to her felf, and exhorr to the con- 
_ temr of Glory; they prefix their names to 
' their labors , and make the Titſe-page a con- 
futation of the Book that follows ir. 
Our Author has effeqtually averted this ob- 
- jection,, having bin fo far from ſeeking aname 
from others ,. as not to have left a poflibiliry 
for the diſcovery of his own: but like the r1- 
'ver Nzlus , that gives fertility and bleſſing 
whereſoe're he oil , hides his head; andper- 
. mits himſelf to be only known in the benefies 
which he diſpenſes. | | 
By what methods the other moſt uſeful 
" works of this excellent Author have ftoln 
themſelves into the world, T am not enabled 
to relate bur having bin made a party to the 
publication of this preſent, it may be expect- 
ed thar I render ſome account thereof. For 
 alcho the curioſiry of enquiring into that 
. Whichis indu ftriouſly conceled, be ſuch a rude- 
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neſs , and-injuſtice alſo, as by no means de- 


ſeryes to be'incouraged ; yet wherea benifits 
has bin receiv'd, for thofe who are oblig'dto 
deſire tg acquaint themfelyes with the-Perſon 
unto whom they- ſtand indebted, that the 
may pay a reſpect at leaſt, if they can Hager 
at no more equal retribution, this has. ſuch a 
pretence to gratitude, as may juſtly demand 
to be conſidered: And-it will be ſome fatis- 
faction to:the ingenious enquirer, . that tho 
he-have not inform'd himſelf in the particy- 
lars which he defires, he has not bin defici- 
_ ent in the requeſt, and knows as mych as is 
poſlible. WY, 
- The Reader therefore may pleaſe to under- 
Rand; - that ſomwhat more then two.months 


ſince, I receiy'da Letter , accompanied with a . 


roll of Papers, opening the which, Ifoundit 
was written by a} | 

ſtranger to, and that had no name ſubſcribed, 
the purport whereof was as follows. 


SI. 


: ' He general report of your candor perfevades 


me. you will not rezeft an addreſs tho from 


an unknown hand, which encourages me to the 
ſending theſe Papers to you, with a deſire you 
would pleaſe to peruſe them, and commit them 
either to the Preſs or the Fire as you find them 


worthy. I {hall not need. to tell you who T am, 
for if my fiat be accepted, I have what I deſire 
, with- 


1and-which I was utterly a 
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| without it - if it be not , "tis my intereſt you ſhould 
wt know who *tis that has thus importund-yoss. Y 
- Zour Charity 1 aſſure my ſelf will at a ventures + | 


pardon 
+? Sin, | y 
| + _.* Your humble Servant. : 
Twill be ſuperfluous to ſay how much I was 
| furpriz'd with this fo unuſual addreſs , how 
much affected with the ſingular modeſty and 
| humility which ir expreſt: and after all how 
 Þ| much tranſported upon viewing the Treaſure, 
| which was thus as Goak the Clouds dropt into 
my hands. Nor was I long to determin which 
| the twq waies of diſpoſal propoſedunto me , 
; | was. to be made uſe of: and indeed I ſhould 
| much ſooner have perform'd my truſt, and 
: | taken care that this excellent Tract had im- 
|| mediatly ſeen the light, had it not bin needful 4 
to Gabe the whole, before it could ſafely "of 
be committed to the Preſs. 7 | 
This Imention not only to excuſe the delay 4 
of the Edition, bur niore eſpecially to beg a J 
* | Þ pardon for the miſadventures of it.' © It being 
; Þ not calice in a written Copy, where arecourſe 
» | 15 not to be had unto the Author, to do him 
; Þ© juſtice, and ayoid faileurs and miſtakes : which 
; | in the preſent inſtance was the more hazard- 
7 ous, in that eyery departure from the Authors 
inimitable pattern, would certainly be for 
te worſe. 


But 
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' - Bur Excuſe and complement are any where 
a very. infipid fooliſh thing, and moſt into- 
lerable-in a ſerious concern: I ſhall not there- 
fore ſay ought that looks that way , only offer 
aſhortrequeſt, which I ſuppoſe will be equally 
in the behalf of the Author of, this Trac, the 
Editor , and the Reader of it. Which is, 
that whoeyer takes this Book in hand, would 
ſeriouſly conſider it , and doing ſo , receive 
the infinite benifits of uniform vertue, and 
firicere piety , the documents whereof are 
here with all poſſible adyantages propos'd: 
and thereby give the Author rhar greateſt 
of Bleſſings, the being an inſtrument to the 
eternal happineſs of ſouls : and as to us who 
deal in the affair of Printing, afford ſome ſhare 
in this moſt deſireable event, abſolving us from 
the . charge of having don miſchief, inſtead 
of ſervice to the nai For, toſaythe truth, 
no book is ſo fatally deſtructive as that which 
convinces of duty, but fails of periyading 
to it. Bur if the beſt books can do harm , 'twill 
certainly be difficult to make a plea for the 
multitudes of a contrary kind , which now 
efpecially uſurp upon the Age. | 


REFACE. 


T" A 0 the fi nalneſs of this tra@ ill 
f © ſearce jaſtifre the ſolennity of .4 
9 Preface ; yet remembring "tis de- 

Wd for thoſe who are accuStomed to Cere- 
moniohs Addreſſes", TI think it not beſt to 
approch' them. too' abruptly. And indeed 
lefies the Civility , there ſeems ſome uſe of 
tin order to my defogr 28. 'T 0 adviſe , or re= 
prove, "0 jong ratefil an office , that he that 


"ha it; had-need uſe all previous 
arts 


"The Preface. 


EE, Gf to indicate the þ ſoucerity of bjs purpih 


and to convince the perſon admoniſhed , that 
is, neither ſpleen-n# 'prejudite;,” but the 
| moſt bereaber ant: kindriefs which-promts 
Go to 3nfli6t theſe: wounds: of a friend, 
Prov. 27-6. ard. that he is never leſs 
enemy, then when he thus tells them the ' 
trath , Gal. 4. 16.; Therefore, tho they 
may in the enſuing leaves meet” with fone t 
things which may hawe-a ſhew of ſeverity, f 
get let me aſſure my Reader, they-havein. Wh 
. deed adefign of the greateſt ſervice, by car-Wh 
_ yedting the extravagarice-of ſome., to reſin 
the whole Sex. as frem-the contagion of the 
' example, ſo from the community of the blame. 
For Juch'4s-either the inadvertence.,. or na-Wt 
| - lick of argreat part of mankind; that («WW 
E - gatuſtall Rules of Diſcourſe % they: deduce 0h; 
| © - Tronerals*fram particulars , make cu 


= mamano-fer an Boe , that her dept: 4 


 __ nationiſhdl: forfett. bor + "whole. kind ; and Br 
EE ge there: are-Foolilt. and ſeandaim al 


- women ky. 
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;-op4ll REP allow how are ah arher, 
ov v7 Te tritth'is ," the: Error feems i W-many 
Wer to beaffected; they propoſe ta themfetves 
. orc ends-on omen, &* mak? all their 
Meroations wholly in order to thoſe. He 
nat 7s por a:baſe purſuit, takes particular 
% ce of all that he thinks: for his turn ; the 

bs fl not within his Sphere: and” tts 
Kori hes ſo abundantly ſupplied for 
600m confederation that he never de- 
6 as tothe comparative. Nay, perhaps 
*.may be yet @ aceper Original of the 
"Mp the IV/orld is mach governed by efti- 
ron: and as Applanſe enconrages and 
alts, ſO an univerſal Contemt debaſes and 
*h the Spirit. If it can once paſs mto 
oy axim , that Women are ſuch filly or vict- 
Ke Creatures, it may put fair for the making 
em ſo indeed. Themſelves may inibibe the 
mon Opinion, charge all their Perſonal 
hawles on their Sex , think that they do but 
-_ , when indeed they moſt contradich 
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it , aff no niore abs to any thing worthy 
| then 4 man can pretend to the Excellencies 
of an Angel. And indeed this ſeemes tobe 
the practical inference of ſome Women , who 
could hardly have deſcended to ſuch Diſho- 
'nours , had they not before been as wile in | 
their own Eies, as they have afterwards 
rendred themſelves tn others. 

It may therefore upon this account be a 
neceſſary Charity to the Sex , to acquaint 
them with their own I/ alue , animate them to 
ſome higher thoughts of themſelves ; not to 
geeld their Suffrage to thoſe injurious Eft 
mates the World hath made of them, and 
from a ſuppoſed Incapacity of Nobler things, 
to neglect the purſint of them ; from which Nu 
God and Nature have no more precluded ('® 
the Feminine ,” than the Maſculine part of (* 
Aankind. 4 
Tn reference to Secular Conf zderations, | Y 
their advantages are moſt important ; Wo- Þ'® 
men have a very powerful influence upon 


all 


all forts of Tranſaftions in the World * the 
aeaging; of the Delilah , and plowing with 
the Heifer, Fuag. 14. 4nd 16. being ever 
 theſvreſt way 1 to undermine the Counſels , EP 

' muſter the Force of the ſtouteſt Samſon. 

| pd accordingly Hiſtories of all kinds af 
fare us that: the Gyneceum has Fill had a 
Rival Suffrage with the Senate. TI might 
woe the: more regular Powers which apper- 
tar awnto that Sex : that all mankind is the 
"Pupil and Diſciple of Female-Inftitution : 
the Daughters till they write Women, and 
. | the. Sons till the firſk ſeven years be pat ; 
thetime when the mind is mob dutiile, and 
| repar d to recerve impreſſion, being wholly 
{inthe Care and Conduct of the Mother. And 
whereas "tis obſerv'd by Ariſtotle in his Po-. 
tics, (andis a proof of his being as Wiſe , 
#:he was a Learned Man ) that the Eſtate 
#:Repablics entirely bang on private Fa- 
- # wWhes , thelittle Monarchies both compoſe ug 


Ws giving Law unto the great ; "tis evt- 
j b 2 dent 
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; 1 arelikeanincloſed pieceof a Common, which 
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dent that clauſe = EF aries and all 
domeſtic Contern therein lies.cluefly on the 
Wiſe; hence the ſame Ariſtotle-declares; 
that the” Spartans -notwithſtandin g- theix 
readyadareſs to Empire by their great Fru 
' -gality, Induſtry, and military Ferre, could 
have but half a Happineſs , , as funlivg on the 
part-of-their Wives." But waromg; theſe re. 
flexions , I fhall fox omty\on the Perſonal 2c: 


compliſhinents of the Sex, aud peculiarly 


that which i the moſt principle \Endoweit 
of the Ratrif.Nature, 1 mean their under: 
ſtanding. There firſt it will be alittle hard 
£0 pronounce, .that they are naturatly nferi. 
or #0002; when "tis. vonftdered how-much'of 
extrinſic wright 45 putin the batlance totarn 


it on:the'dens fede.' Men have their parts 
cultivated and improved by Education, res 


frned nth fubtilized by Learnulgand Arts, 


by Trdnftry &* Husbandry becomss.a diffts 
Ve O_o" the " tho the natural T urj 
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_ The: Preface. 
- nd no ſuch mequality. And traly had 
Women the\ ſame" :Advantage ,, I dare'not 
they. would. make 'as: good returns of 
wh of-thoſe Few that have bin tried , 
have bins eminent in. ſeveral parts of Lager. 
:Fo omit the moderninſtances, Theano 
ofter: the death of Pythagoras kept ap. his 
Sebdof:; Socrates: ronfeſſes himſelf to' have 
bs his inſiruT3ed uot only 4n Rhetoric by Aﬀfpa- 
#n;.bat.cven inthe higheſt Points of Phi- 
lophy:by-Diotime: he. Roman Story.1n- 
jurns.\s..of the. deep w1ſnom of 'Tanaquil 
fornelia; Livia,-:t0 paſs: by: others... And 
pave 2ne. ſure thay would hawe bailaſt fotheir 
fury, have bunility enough to poiſe them a- 
nain}+ the. vanity'of Learning, { ſee"not 
uy they might. not-more frequently bein: 
nafted-ovith-it;; for if they.icomld be ſecured 
aninft-this weed ;::donbtleſs the ſoil i&rich 
mough:to bears 200d crop. But not. to.ops 
hoſed received opiuion, tet tbe admitted; 
tat: it reſpee. of their intellects' they are 


We below 


Colo men + "yer fate in the ſublime part 
of humanity. ; they are their: equals : they 
bawe ſouls of as divine an Original, as end. 
les a Duration; and .as capable of infinit 
Beatitude. T. hat ſpiritual. Efſence , that ray 
of: Drvinity owns no diſtinction of Sexes ; ſ 
that'm this ſenſe alſo , that. Aphoriſm of the 
Apoſtle holds good, there-is neither Male 
nor Female, bur all-are one; Gal. 3. 28, 
And fure this-is the one I AR Excel. 
lency of Human Nature: For alas, what 
vaige can comparatively be ſet upon all other 
Aaalifications', "which. will. fraally leave 
but like the Beafts that periſh. And this, 
as if#s the higheſt-pitch of their worth , ſo it 
tithe afeſt. ſubjett of their Contemplations: 
other Knowtedg,as the ApoſHe ſpeaks , 1 Cor 
$:7:%umay puffiup-, this: only*will edify. 

*7iz4s. therefore "when we \would: pride.our 
felwes ,we' ſe not to boaſt our meaner ;"but 
eur beſt qualities: ſo let'me folicite Ladzs 


IP Juſtto themſelves, , not £0 take thei 
Woly' o9n 
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ED | The Prefare:.. 


0% fires by any thing below this. WWhy 
ſ ya wld they take ſo low a level of Greatneſs, | 
#-to value themſelves upon 4 title which is 


ay | nve- their deſtent from above the Stars, 
ſo | daim cognation with Divimty e Why ſhonld 
be | they dote on the fuctitious image of a perhaps 
le þ more frctitions beauty, which their glaſs pre- 
8. | fnts them , when they need but look inward 
toſee an infinitely fairer Idea, an emanation 
ofthe eternal Brightneſs ? Indeed did they 
make a juſt eſtimate of themſelves in this re- 
bed, it would overwhelm the vanity of thoſe 
inferior things wherein they now have ſuch 
tomplacency , nor would they ſuffer their 
wbler part to be affronted by the unequal 
f, @mpetition of their meaner. 

But there 1s alſo another conſequent 
| which would flow from that eteem ; they 
t | w#1d ſolicitouſly proſerve what they ſo high- 
s {yprize, it being natural for us to propor- 
' | 0: 0ur care to our value.. They wonld be 
1 £38 jealouſly 


live a bigger blaſt of air, when they mayde- - 


Halo nigitin min every things, that 
_e eclipſe the raniaty: or*.contaminath 
' the parity of their ſouls. "Twas the adriceof 
 @ Heathen morali#t., Revere thy ſelf; and 
'twas very wholſom council: for next our dut 
_ weneration to God, a reverence toour ſelves 
ts the moſt ſevere: controler, of alt exorbitan. | 

. cies, How car a ſoul that remembers its ce: 
leftial extra&ion , wallowit ſelf in the mire, 
ſloop to anyſoraid degenerons pratiices ? Ts | 
ſaid of Themiſtocles , that ſeeing once arich || 
booty about the dead corpſes of his enimies,, he | © 
zoucht it not , but pointing to another , ſaid, | 
T ake thou that,for thou art notT hennftocles. 
Tf then alittle military fame could ſo elevate NY 
his thonghts, "tis a ſhame that any who car- 
ry an immortal fpirit about them , ſhould 
not be raiſed above all the contemtible Nth 
baits of this ſublmary World. Whr ſhould ['® 
they-not with'the like diſdain turn over all Þ* 
ſenſual inordinances to:meer Animals , ant (® 
creatures that bawe no higher principle ths [| 
WAS 3", that 
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bo ſenſe , has themſelves ſoar up ts 

La be . more ſublimated pleſures , which 
[at God's right Hand for evermore , 

16.12, 

6 P Ve may therefore conclude;that what ever 

quot impotence Women are under , it is ac- 


. | aired, not natural; nor derived from any il. 
| &rality of Gods: but fromthe ill managery 
f.bis bounty. He has placed withn them 
#illar of Cloud and Fire , ſufficient to ſhel- 
tt and condudt them thro all the frorms ; 
# the intricacies that can occur in their 
forncy fo Canaan; if they will forget that 
Wire intrinſic part of their being , live asif 
they were all body, rejet the Manna, and 
ave after the Quails, that deſtruction which 
will thereby be induced , they muſt vn to 

yg from themſelves. Let them not charge 
wwd fooliſhly , or think that by making them 
wmer, he neceſſitated them to be proud , or 
» jiton ,*Uain, or peeviſh ; ſince "tis manife ft 


bema N them to better parpoſes, was notpar= 
A» 6 tial 


F k | vi '& Tk 


, x Oy, w— LE mo te ans We 
+t4 has OE RET II-Y PA Ct Mfie bot ALS. 4 $a IRE EB. FEY TS. 4 
E X , . NN WT... Ae ERS þ"n ES 8 n ee hes © "45 
© WL S%) 45Þ I 24> —_— 4. A. £0 I y & 4 5 7 
- Fs : 3. & _ = þ * 7 W "Y$,"F7998 
"F>, = | 4 4 S G y 41 
th - 
<_- 


tial tothe other Sox; k be that hawing as the F 

Prophet ſpeaks, abundance of ſpirit, Mal; 

2. he equally diſpentd it, |: and. gave the 
feebleſt woman. as large and capatious a for 
/as that of the Greateſt, Heroe:.': ;.: 

Nay grve me- leave:t0; Jay fartbeng. that: as 
to an Eternal well. betng ,. he ſeems.to have 
placed them in mare. 4dVautagious; ircuns 
ſtances then he has don me». He hastinplune 
ted in them ſom native propenſs 20s yapbich{a 
1 ſhalk- hereafter have occafpon to obſerve ) dg 
much facilitate the.operations of, Grace upon 
them. Beſides, there are many temtgtions$6 
which men are expoſed; ; that area af thei, 
road. How bard. it far « a than t0 copverſe i 
the 17 old, but. he e ſhall, be imperiun's todes 
bauchery: ne exceſs , muſt forfeit his ſabriety 
to maintain the. reputation of 4 fogiate Per 
ſon?. Again, bow liable are theyb 4 promiſe 
Cuoms eaueerſation among Variety of humor 
to neet ith affronts,, which the. dA axims of, 

E-: Honors will tell rho PIC in : fenght. of al 
E: -ka BE: Chriſt's 
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Ehriſt's interdicts " hwy a 2 And this 
| Yager themin OQuarrels; ſonitimes in Mur- 
Now none of theſe are tncident to 0+ 
en: theymuſt in theſe and ſom other inſtan- 
Wattagmc temtation, violently raviſh guilt, 

@abandon their Sex, the whole Qeconomy of 
their eſtate, ere they can diveſt themſelves of 
their innocency. So that God ſeems in many 
Mrticulars to have cloſelier fented them in, 
ata n0t left them to thoſe wilder excurſions, 
% | far:wh:ich the cuStomary liberties of the other 
® Þ Sex afford a more open way. In ſhort,they ha- 
0 | w/o many advantages towards Vertn , that 
"8 tho the Philoſopher made it one of his ſolemn 
#knowlodgments to God, that he had made 
him 4 man , not's woman : yet 1 think Chri- 
ſhen women have now reaſon enough to in- 


'® | vert that form, and to thank God that he 


s made them women, and not men. 
*« | 1But we know advantages which are only 
" ſpecwulation , are lookt on with ſom difft- 


dence, tl there have bin ſom pradlical expe- 
6 2 riment: 


+ 4 : 


 riment ads of them ; 7 ſhall dagfires evi. 
dence the problem by demonſtration, andin. 
"ſtance ; deſiring my Readers to meſure the 
 poſftbilities of their arriving to eminent de. 
grees of Vertue & Piety,by what others hav 
attained to. T ſhall not fetch examples of Mo. 
rality from heathen Women, becauſe I amnoy 
upon an higher ftrain'; ( yet many ſuch might 
be brought to the reproch of many Women, 
who pretending to more, fall infinitly ſhort 
of that: ) tis Chriſtian Yertue that I ammoy 
recommending » and which has bineminenth 
exemplified in many of their Sex. How many 
Women do we read of in the Goſpel,who in al 
the duties of aſſiduous attendance on C brift 
liberalities of love and reſfe& , nay evenin 
zeal OW , ſurpaſſed even the Apoſtles 
themſelves ? We find his Croſs ſurrounded, 
his Paſſson celebrated by the avowed tears 
and Lamentations of devout women, when the 
mot ſang 194m of his Diſciples had denied, yes 


forfwore', and all had forſaken him. Nay, 
even 


Pi 


* : D Aa b F7 N Cys 5 P70 2 : wr PER I HE p Q Y "w We Og : 2 bh LIE . 4. 0x Y Yum wa RL 
” y « : S N +*%6 3 "} , : » BEI a 3+ 1” ee os hols, \ 4 I? I; 


w Dear it lf could not extinguiſh their 


we find the devout Maries deſpgning = | 


I | =o , Chargeable and perhaps hagar- 
4 | lows reſpect to his Corps. And accordingly , 
tis 4 memorable atteſtation Chriſt gives to 

og. their Piety , bymaking them the firſt witneſſes 
ofbis Reſarreftion, the prime Evangeliſts to 
Froclame thoſe glad Tidings ;&* as a Learned 
mart ſpeaks ; Apoſtles to the Apoſtles. Nor 

the devotion of that Sex to be found onlyin 
the/acred Records; the Primitive times have 

1 I Ref us many Memorials of the like, and the 

1 | Hartyrologies are full of Female ſufferers of 

Wages and conditions , who by the fervor of 

oo Zeal had overcome the timarouſneſs of 

"ter Nature,and wearied the crueltyof their 

| We Sccors. And as Women helpt to augment 

the number of Martyrs, ſo 1d they of Confeſ- 

| ſors alſs , in a ſtout owning , and diligent pra- 

Bice of Chriſtianity. Queens and Empreſſes 

ew then no Title ſo Glorious as that of a 


ag ng Mother to the Church , have often 
exchang- 


E- Sadineet their Poloms for little Cells and W 
 *  "Oratories, and valued. riot their own Dia. fi 
dems in compariſon with their Savior s Crown 
of Thorns. And tho by a perpetual declina- 
tion from that priſtine Zeal, the inſtances 
bave im every Age grown leſs numerous, yet 
none has wanted ſom very tlluftrious Exam- 
ples. Nay even in our dregs of time , in #4 
this common dccay of all good , there are, I 
doubt not , many who (according to their op- 
portanities tranſcribe the former Copies,live 
bike People that know they muſt live hereaf. £4 
ter , and preſent us yet with ſom ſpecimen of F* 
ancient Vertue. Nay to ſpeak animpartial W's 
Trath , "tas not to be denied , but the reputa- 
tron of Religion is more kept up by Women f 
then men, many of the one countenancing it 
by their Proflite, whereas more of the other Fi 
do not only negle&, but decry it. And now Bi! 
fencelWomen are compaſſed about with ſo great (® 
4 cloud of Witneſſes , who by doing the thing F* 
grve the Joref evidence that "tis not unfee- (f® 


70 ;ble, 


" "The Preface: | 


ih ſhould any plead an impoſſibility 2 
itter of / atityand Pomp they are not 

ly diſheartned., 10 pattern of that kind 
beer which will not be induſtriouſly imt- 

tg 4ym the greateſt inequality of ma-= 
* for it. Jhythen ſhould their emula, 

m _ them where only it could do them 


eaiha Principle of 4 | dirital Beinsſon hue 
wording to the Dignity of 4t ;* and. othing 
who ſee them do ſo, do yet bow as if they aſe 
' nted to that Philoſophers Paradox,who ſaid 


omen had no fouls ; or at leaſt were of the 
Pithagorean Sect, and lookt upon themſelves 
my as the Fails and Priſons of former offen- 
dg, Spirits , which they reſolved to fit for 4 
xt wiler tranſmigration ; give them the ap= 
Petites of Beaſts before they aſſume theBodies. 
Th is indeed an unlucky Humility, that 
ho in all their inflances are apt to 
erween , ſhould here fink ſo much below 
#/lve And T hope 'twill not appear an 


 #novoil 


E-  Sngbvil addr T7 perſwade' them 10.4 julle ' 
 - v of their "own worth. And -if wha 
has bin ſaid to that end may have any ife8, 

7 pre deſire a better Preparationtothe 
 epſning Tra#t ; fmce ſhe that duly confidert. 
he0wn capatity of Eternal Bliſs ; and 
 withall, the poſſibility of as endleſs 4 11 a | 
according as ſhe performs or neglefs the | 
_ ſoworal Parts' of Duty, will ſure need 1 | 


. 


* onhev's incentive to the 4s Ne of # it, 
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[LADIES CALLING. 


PARTI. I. - SECT. E 
Of Modeſty. 


1 If T is now many you fince an Addreſs 
« was made to the Gentry of this Nation, 

" FF to perſwade them to that Vertue which 

| would be both their Pleaſure and Re- 
yard. I cannot, I confeſs, boaſt any ſuch Ef- 
E B&& of that, as ſhould much infpiritthe hopes 
ofa new Attemrt; yet ſince weſee in our pro- 
per ſecular Concerns, Defeats do many times . 
aimate no leſs then Succeſs, I know not why 
n this more charitable Deſign I ſhould fit 
down diſcouraged. Men uſually raiſe nor 
1 | a Siege 
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a Siege upon the firſt repulſe, but reinforce 
their Batteries ,- obſerve more curiouſly which 
are the moſt aſſailable, acceſſible parts, and 
accordingly diſpoſe their Aſſault: it will then 
be no. unreaſonable imitation in the preſent 
caſe, if after a ſucceſleſs Attemr upon the more 
impregnable Maſculine -part of the Gentry, 
I now aflay the Feminine ,: whoſe native 
Softneſs and Gentleneſs may render them 
leſs apt for that reſiſtance of good Coun- 
ſel, wherein too many men place their Gal- 
lantry. | | 
' 2. I preſume thoſe to whom that little Trad 
was at firſt deſign'd , will be ſo willing to relin- 
quiſh their Title, that I might without impu- 
tation of Robbery , exchange my Patrons, f 
and by a new Dedication ſuperſede the labor 
of a new Book. And indeed, ſince what was 
there ſaid was founded more on the diſtinction 
of Qualities then of Sex, there would not need 
many razures to render it as proper for the one 
as the other; and I ſhall take ſo much advan- 
tage of it, as to aſſure the Female Gentry, that 
they may there finde much of the Duty incum- 

' bent-on them, in, reſpet of thar Rank and 
Cendition they hold-in the World : and there- 
fore, tho I ſhall fomtimes make ſome reflexi- 
ons: ory it;-yet as to themain, Ifhallthinkir 
the-eafieſt courſe, as well for themas my ſelf, | ** 
to direc them thither. | di 
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tie Pedanr , to entertain new Scholars only 
with the caſt or nauſeated learning of the old; 
and when I remember I write to Ladies, who 
uſe to think-the newneſs of any thing a conſi- 
derable Addition to its value; I conceive my 
ſelf oblig'd as well in Civillity to their humor , 
8 charity to their needs, to give them ſome- 
thing which they may own as their peculiar. 
And to render itthe more unalienable , I ſhall 
affix it to their Sex; and make it the Subject 
of my preſent inquiſition, what in reſpect of 
that are the proper and diſtin& Obligations , 
under which by the aſſignment of God and 
Nature, they are placed. 

4. THAT the Obligation to Moral and 
Chriſtian Verrues is in it ſelf univerſal, and 


not confin'd to any Sex or Perſon, is not to be 


denied: yet, as in human Conſtitutions there 
are often Precepts, which ( tho nor excluſive 
of any , do wm, more peculiarly and eminent- 
ly level at ſome particular Rank or Order of 


| Men; ſointhe Laws of God and Nature , there 


appears the like diſtinftion. That All-wiſe 

reator , who hath pur peculiar Proprieties and 
Inclinations into his Creatures , hath accord- 
ingly deſign'd their actuating and improving 


' them : andaltho in mankind , which differs not 
in ſpecies but in gender, the variety may ſeem 


leſs; yet there is ſtill enough to found ſome 
diverſity, either in the kind or degree of duty. 


This ſure is ſhadowed to us in that particular 
A 3 caution 
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caution given to the Jews, not ro confound 
the habit of the ſeveral Sexes : Devz. 12. 5, 
and yet more clearly evinced in the Precept 
which the Apoſtles addreſs ro women, x Tim. 
2. and x Per. 3. Nay, this is ſo granted a 


Truth, that all Ages and Nations have made 


ſome diſtin&tion berween Maſculine & Femi- 
nine Vertues, Nature having not only given 
a diſtin&ion as to the Beauties of their out- 
ward Form, bur alſo in their yery mold and 
conſtitution implanted peculiar Aptneſles and 
Proprieties of Mind, which accordingly va- 
e Meſure of Decency ; that being come- 
ly for the one Sex which often is not ( atleaſt 
in the ſame degree ) for the other. It will 
therefore be no abſurd attemt, ro decipher 
thoſe Excellencies, which are the genuine and 
—_ ornaments of Women : which tho in 
om inſtances they may perhaps prove coinci- 
dent with thoſe of Men; yeteven thoſe which 
are equally inclufive of both, by the Divine 
command may have ſom additional weight 
on the Female ſide , in reſpe& of Decency, 
Fame, or ſome other ( not deſpicable) conſi- 
deration. 

5. Fox the better directing our preſent 
Inquiſition, it will be moſt regular, firſt ro in- 
quire v hat thoſe Vertues are: which are uni- 
verſall» neceſſary to Women in all Apes and 
circun; ſtances of their lives : ſuch which, like 
the firſt matter, are prerequir'd for all _ ; 
whic 
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-tive i 


thro the ſeveral Stages and Periods of Life, 


' thro thoſe ſeyeral States which create the moſt 


conſiderable mutations to them; and in each 
of thoſe! conſider what are the new and pro- 
portionate Acceſſions of Duty. 

6. As in the outward Accommodations of 
Life, the things of moſt daily and indiſpenſa- 
ble uſe deſerve the greateſt Value; ſo in Moral 
or Divine Endowments, the benefit of poſſeſ- 


ſing is beſt meſured by the miſery of wanting 


them. This firſt rank therefore of Female Ver- 
tues which we are to treat of, will have that to 


recommend them ; they being ſo ſtrictly ne- 


ary , that their abſence is not only a priva- 
1, bur alſo expoſes to a deluge of all 
politive miſchiefs conſequent to that priva- 
tion. | 
.7, THIs will be found true inall the feve- 


als weare to paſs thro, bur in none more emi- 
nently then in that we ſhall chuſe to begin 


with, the Vertue of modeſty, which may be 
conſidered in a double notion, the one as it is 
oppoſed to Boldneſs and Indecenicy , the other 
to Lightneſs and Wantonneſs. In the firſt 


| Acception Zenohas not ill defin'd it, to be he 


Science of decent Motion , it being that which 


' guides and regulates the whole Behavior, 


checks 
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checks and- controls all rude exorbitancies, 
and is the great Civilizer of Converſations. 
Itis indeed a Vertue of a general influence; do's 
not only ballaſt the mind with ſober and hum- 
ble thoughts of ones ſelf, bur alſo ſteers every 

art of the outward frame. Ir appears in the 
ace incalmand meek looks, where it ſo im- 
preſſes it ſelf, that it ſeems thence to have ac- 

uir'd the name of Shamefac'dneſs. Certainly, 

whatever the modern opinion is ) there is 
nothing gives a greater luſter ro a Feminine 
Beauty : ſo that St. Paulſeems not ill to have 
conſulted their Concerns in that Point, when 
he ſubſtitutes that as a ſuppletory Ornament 
to the deckings of Gold and Fear] and coftly Ar- 
ray, 1- Tim. 2. But I fear this will be now 
thought too antiquated a dreſs, and an Apo- 
ſtle - eſteemed no competent Judg in this 
Science; which is now become 1o hap 
thing, that certainly no Academy in the world 
can vie numbers with the Students of this My. 
ſtery. Yet when they have ſtrein'd their Art 
ro the higheſt Pitch, an innocent Modeſty, 
and*.native ſimplicity of Look, ſhall eclipſe 
their Glaring Splendor, and triumph over 
their Artificial Handſomneſs : on rhe other 
fide, let a Woman be decked with all the em- 
belliſhmenrs of Art, nay and care of Nature 
too, yet if Boldneſs be to be read in her Face, 
it blots all the lines of Beauty, is like a cloud 
oyer the Sun, intercepts the view of all that 
was 
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was otherwiſe Amiable and renders its black- 
neſs the more obſervable, by being plact 
near ſomwhat that was apt to attract the 


yes. 
bd 8. But Modeſty confines not it ſelf to 
the Face, ſhe is there only in ſhadow and effi- 


pie: bur is in life and motion in the words, 


whence ſhe baniſhes all Indecency and Rude- 
neſs, all inſolent Vauntings, and ſupercilious 
Diſdains, and whatever elle may render a Per- 
ſon troubleſome, or ridiculous to the Compa- 
ny.. Nor do's ſhe only refine the Language, 
bur ſhe runes it too, modulates the tone and 
accent, admits nounhandſome carneſtneſs , or 
loudneſs of Diſcourſe, the latter whereof was 
thought ſo undecent in Carneages, (tho inhis 
public Lecures) that the Gymnaſiarch re- 
proved him for it. And ſure if it were not al- 
Gable in a Philoſopher in his Schole, *twill 
Jeſs become a Woman in ordinary converſe; 
and if we conſult Prov. 7. 11. andg. we ſhall 
find loudneſs and clamor in Women coupled 
with ſuch other Epithets, as will ſurely nor 


 muchrecommend it. A womans tongueſhould 


indeed be like the imaginary Muſic: of the 
Spheres, ſweet and charming , but not to be 


| heard at a diſtance. 


-::9: AND. as Modeſty preſcribes'the manner, 
foirdo's alſo the meſure of ſpeaking ; reſtrains 
all exceſſive talkativeneſs; a-fault:incident to 
none. but the bold; the monopokizing of:Dif- 
Mot courſe 
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courſe. being one of the greateſt aſſumings 


imaginable, and ſo rude animpoſingupon the it 
company , that there can ſcarce be agreaterin- | i 

decency in converſation. This is ingeniouſly || 

expreſt by our Divine Poet Herbert , It 

654 A Civil Guet || 6 

| Will no more talk all, then eat all the Feaſt... 1 
. He that ingroſlſes the talk, enforces ſilence up- || 3! 


onthe reſt, and ſois preſumed to look on them |} ® 
only as his Auditors and Pupils , whilſt he ma- || fo 
one diftates to them :- which gave oc- || 
cafion to Socrates to ſay, It i arrogance to ſpeak || © 
all, and to be willing to hear nothing. It is in- || 
deed univerſally an infolent unbecoming |} 
"thing, but moſt peculiarly ſo in a woman. th 
io. THE ancient Romans thought it ſo Þ} i 
much ſo , that they allowed nor that Sex ro | bt 
hou pay , tho it were intheir own neceſ- || { 
ary defence ; infomuch that"when Ame/ia |} £ 
ſtood before to plead her own cauſe in the Se- be 
nate, they lookton it as ſo prodigiousathing, | ? 
that they ſent to conſult the Oracle what it J fe 
portended to the State. And tho theſe firſt ſe- Þ| 13 
veritics were ſoon loſt in the ſucceſſes of rhat Je 
Empire, Valerius Maximus could find but two | 
more , whoſe either neceſſity or impudence, 
perſwaded'them to repete this unhandſom at- Ji 
Temt. | for 
ZI. AND this/great indecency of Loquaci- the 
ty.in Women,Iam willing to hope is the on {tl 
| on 
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fon why tliar Sex is ſo generally chargedwith 
itz- hor. that they are guilty , but that when 
they are ,-it appears ſo unhandſom, as makes it 
the more eminent and remarkable. Whether 
{were from that ungracefulneſs of the thing , 
or from the propenſion Women have to it, x 
ſhall not determin ; but we find the Apoſtle ve- 
ry earneſt in his cautions againſt it, x Cor. 14. 
35. He expteſly enjoins Women to keep ſilence 
i the Church, where he affirms it is a ſhame 
for them to ſpeak : and tho this ſeems only re- 
ftrain'd to the Eccleſiaſtical Aſſemblies ; yet 
gen ſo it reaches home to the gifted Women 
of our Age, who take upon them to be Teach- 
ers; whereas he allowed them not to ſpeak in 
the Church, nonotin order to learning, tho a 
more modeſt deſign then that of teaching. 
But beſides this he has a more indefinite pre- 
ſcription of ſiletice fo Wometi, tr T 2m, 2. 11. 
Let women learn in ſilence; andagain, v.12. 
te in ſilence; The Apoſtle ſeems to ground the 
Phraſe, not only. on thie inferiority of the wo- 
man in regard of the creation and firſt ſin, y. 
13, 14. bur alſo on the preſumrion that they 
needed inſtruction, towards which ſilence has 
awaies bin reckoned an indiſpenſable qua- 
lification , the introductory precept in all 
icholes, as that wherein all attention is 
founded. If ſome women of our Age think 
they have out-gon that novice ſtate the Apo- 
file ſuppoſes, and want no teaching ; I muft 

| B crave 
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crave leaye to belieye, they want that very 
firſt Principle which ſhould ſer'them to learn, 
wiz. the knowledge of their own ignorance: 
a ſcience which ſo grows with ſtudy and con- 
ſideration, that Socraes after a long life ſpent 
in purſuir of wiſdom, gavethis as the ſum of 
his learning , T hzs only { know, that I know. 
thing. This proficiency ſeems much wanting 
to our female Talkers, who, inthis, ſeem to 
confure the common Maxim, and give what 
they have not, by making their ignorance 
viſible to others, tho it be undiſcernable to 
themſelves: and to ſuch we may not unfitly 
apply the Sarcaſm of Zero to a talkative 
Youth ; their ears are faln into their tongue. 
12. Bur beſides this aſſuming ſort of talk- 
ativencſs, there is another uſually charged 
upon the Sex, a meer chatting, pratling bs 


xv 


mor, which maintains it ſelf at the coſt of fi 


their neighbors, and can never want ſup- 
plies as long as there is any body within the 
reach of their obſervation. This I would 
fain hope is moſt the vice of the vulgar ſort 
of Women, the education of the Nobler 
ſerting them above thoſe mean entertain- 
ments. Yet when 'tis remembred that St. 
Paul, 1 Tim.5. 13. makes Tatling the effet 
of Idleneſs, it may not unreaſonably be fear- 
ed, that where there is moſt of the Cauſe, 
there will be ſome of the Effet, And in- 
deed it would puzzle one to conjecture by 
that 
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| that round of formal Viſits among Perſons 
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of 'Qualiry ſhould be kept up without this. 
That their Viſits ſhould be only a dumb Shew , 
none will ſuſpe&t among women ; and when 
the unfaſhionable themes of houſewifery , Pi- 
ety, &c. are excluded, there will not remain 
many topics of Diſcourſe, unleſs this be cal- 
ld into ſupply. And this indeed isa moſt in- 
exhauſtible' reſerve, it having ſo many ſprings 
to feed it; that 'tis ſcarce poſſible it ſhould 
fail. And when 'tis farther conſidered, how 
apt a miniſter it is to Envy, Spleen, Re- 
yenge,, and other feminine Paſſions , we can- 
got ſuppoſe it can be unacceptable where a- 
ny of thoſe bear ſway. Bur I believe it is 
not more frequently introduc'd by any thing 
then the vanity of Wir, which has no where 
21 more free and exorbitant range then in cen- 


| furing and deriding; nay, finds not onl 


Exerciſe but triumph too, vain Perſons ſel- 
dom conſidering the Infirmities or Follies of 
others,,. without ſome Complacencies, and aſ- 
ſuming reflexions on themſelves; which how 
unagreeable it renders this liberty of talking 


to that Modeſty we recommend, is obvious 


enough. And would God 'twere only oppo- 


| fit to that; bur it is no leſs fo to all the Ob- 
| ligations of Juſtice and Chariry alſo, which 
are fcarce ſo frequently violated by any 


thing, . as by this licentiouſneſs of the rongue. 
© 'I3. THERE is yet another vice of it, for 
B 2 which 
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which the female Sex has bin generally ac- 
cusd, and that is reveling of ſecrets: an in- 
firmity preſum'd ſo incident to them, that 
Ariſtotle is ſaid to have made it one of the 
three things he ſolemnly 'repented of, that 


he had ever truſted a ſecret with a Woman, 
But the greater the - 1 mn is that they 


lie under in this reſpe&t, the greater oughtta 
be their- caution to vindicate not only. their 
Perſons but their Sex, from the imputation, 
which is indeed extremely reprochful : this 


| blabbing humor _ a ſymtom of a looſe, 


Impotent ſoul, a kind of incontinence of the 
mind, that can retain nothing committed to 
It; bur as if that alſo had its Diabetic paſſion, 
perpetually and almoſt inſenſibly eyacuating 
all. And indeed however We are willing to 
appropriate this to the Sex, yet the fault is ow- 
ing only to this ill conſtitution of the mind, 
which is oft-times no leſs viſible in men; as 
on the contrary, thoſe women who by rea- 
ſon and yertue haye acquir'd a Solidity and 
Firmneſs of mind, are as ſure repoſitories of 
a fecret, as the moſt maſculine confident: 
and ſuch I haye no intent to involve in this 
charge, bur rather by propoſing their example 
to the reſt, ſhew that nature has put them un- 


der no fatal neceſſity of being thus impotetit. 


A ſecret is no fuch unruly thing, but it may 


be kept-in: they may take the Wiſe mans 


ward for it, Eccluſ. I9. IO. If thou haſt beard 
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| aword, let it die with thee, and bebold, it will 
wot burſt thee. 
14. THIS is a piece of daring manlineſs , 
e | which they may afte& without breach 'of 
t | Modeſty; would God they would take it in 
, | exchange for that virile Boldneſs, which is 
y | now too common among many'eyen of the 
Q beſt Rank. Such a degenerous Age do we 
r | now live in, that every thing ſeems invert- 
ed, eyen Sexes ; whilſt men ll to the Efte- 
s || minacy and Niceneſs of women, and women 
, | takeupthe Confidence, the Boldneſs of men : 
e | and'this too under the notion of good Breed- 
) ing A bluſh (tho formerly 4 the color 
of Vertue!) is accounted worſe manners then 
thoſe things which ought to occaſion ir; 
and- ſuch as nothing but the ſimplicity of a 
Country Girl can excuſe. But the infirmity 
» | for: the moſt part proves very corrigible; a 
3 | few weeks of the Town Diſcipline wears off 
- | that piece of Ruſticity, and advances them 
| | to. a modiſh Aſſurance. nor is that deſign'd 
f | toterminate in it ſelf, bur it is'to carry them 
; | on, till they arrive to a perfet Metamor- 
; Þ| phoſis; their Geſture, their Language, nay 
: | fomtimes their Habit roo being aftected! 
ſbeaks of V+ 
we 


maſculine; ſo that .what T ac:tus ſpeaks of 
tellivs in relation to his being a Prince , 
oy apply to'them, and ſay, thar zf* ofhers 
dia not remember them to be women , themſebues 
could eafily forget it. | 3713 
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I5..Y ET were this affeQation confin'd only 
to the more innocent indifferent things, 
*rwere more-'toletable; ' but alas it extends 


farther, and there are women who think they 


have not made a ſufficient eſcape from their 
Sex, till they have aſſumed the Vices of men 
too: A ſober modeſt Diale& is too effemi- 
nate for them: abluſtring ranting ſtyle is ta- 
ken up, and ( to ſhew them proficients init) 
adorn'd with all the Oaths and Imprecations 
their memory or invention can ſupply: as 
if they meant to vyindicate their ſex from the 
imputation of; Timorouſneſs. by daring God 
Almighty. 'Tis true indeed, an Oath ſounds 
gratingly out of whateyer mouth, but out of 
a womans it hath ſuch an uncouth harſhneſs, 
that there-is no noiſe on this ſide Hell can be 


' more amazingly odious; Yet this is a muſic 


that this diſcordant Age hath introduc'd, no 
former having I think ever heard it in places 
at all civiliz'd. So that the female ſwearers 
want that 'poor- ſhadow of excuſe the men 
pretend to, it having bin ſo far from cuſto- 
mary, that the unwontednefs could not but 
force. them to ſome induſtry and pains, e're 
they could acquire the habit, : and ſer up for 
female HeQtors; an eſſay, wherein they have 
bin yery kind +to the maſculine, by ſhewing 
the' world. there can be ſomething worſe. 
--16. 'T rs :faid there. want not ſome who 
compleat the demonſtration by the other _ 
Y ralle 
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ly | rallel quality of Drinking alſo; a vice dete- 
s, | ftable in all, bur prodigious in women, who 


put a double violence upon their nature, rhe 
y one --in the intemperance, the other in the 
ir | immodeſty. And tho they may take their 
n immediate copy from men, yet( to the praiſe 
i- | of their profictency ) they out-do theis Ex- 
a- | emplar and draw near the Original: nothing 
t) | human being ſo much beaſt as a drunken wo- 
ns | man. This is evident enough if we look on- 
45 ly on the mere ſurface of the crime; bur if 
he we dive farther into its inferences and ad- 
1d herences, the affirmation is yet more irrefra- 
ds | gable. She who is firſt a proſtitute to Wine, 
of will ſoon be to Luſt alſo: ſhe has diſmiſt her 
"N Guards, diſcarded all her ſuggeſtions of rea- 
be ſon, as well as Grace; and is at the mercy of 
ic | any, or every aſfailant. And when we con- 
10 fider how much fuller the world is of A4m- 
es mons then Joſephs, it will not be hard to gueſs 
rs the fate of that womans Chaſtity , which has . 
en no other bottom then that of mens. So thatun- 


o- | leſs her vice ſecure hervertue, and the loath- 
ut | ſomneſs of the one preyent attemts on the 0- 
re | ther, 'tis ſcarce imaginable a woman that 


or | loſes her Sobriety ſhould keep her Honeſty. 
7e | So that indeed I might more properly have 
w | made this reflexion when I come to ſpeak 

of Modeſty in the ſecond notion of it, as it 
0 | is oppos'd to Lightneſs and Wantonneſs: bur 
it falls not much amiſs now, to be the intro- 
duction to it. 17. AND 
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17. AND if we conſider Modeſty in this 
ſenſe , we ſhall find it the, moſt indiſpenſable 
requiſite of a woman; a thing ſo eſſential and 
naturall to the Sex, that every the leaſt de- 
clination from it, is a proportionable rece- 
ding from Woman-hood, but the total aban- 
donjpg it ranks chem among Brutes, nay ſets 
them as far beneath thoſe, Menno: vile- 
neſs is below a native, I need make no col- 
lection of the yerdics either of the Philoſo- 
phers or Divines. in the caſe, it being ſo much 
an inſtin& of nature, that tho too many 
make a ſhift to ſuppreſs it in themſelyes, yet 
they cannot ſo darken the notion in others, 


bur that an Impudent woman is lookt on asa | 


kind of Monſter; a thing diyerted and di- 
ſtorted from its proper form. That there is 
indeed a ſtrange repugnancy to nature, needs 
no other evidence then the- ſtrugling, and 
difficulty in the firſt violations of Modeſty; 
which alwaies begin with regrets and bluſh- 
es, and require a great deal of Self-denial; 
much of vitious Fortitude, to encounter with 
the recoilings and upbraidings of their own 
minds. | | 

18. I make no doubt but this Age has ar- 
rived to as compendious arts of this kind, as 
induſtrious vice can ſuggeſt, and we have 


but too many inſtances of early proficient - 


in ;this learning; yer I dare appeal even to 
the forwardeſt of them, whether at firſt oy 
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could not with more eaſe have kept their yer- 
we then loſt it. Certainly-ſuch are the Hor- 
fors and Shames that precede thoſe firſt 
 Guilts, that they muſt commir a rape upon 
themſelves (force their own relucancies and 
zyerſfions ) before they can become willing 
; Þ proſticutes to others. This their Seducers feem 
- | well to underſtand, and upon that ſcore are 
- | a the pains of ſo many Preparareſy court- 
- | ings, ſuch expence of preſents too; as if this 
1 | were ſo uncouth a crime, that there were no 
7 | hope to introduce it but by a confederacy of 
© | fome more familiar vices, their Pride or Co- 
5 retouſneſs. h 
a | i19, THE beſt way therefore to counter- 
- Þ| nine thoſe Stratagems of men, is for women 
S | to be ſuſpiciouſly vigilant even of the firſt 
$ | approches. He that means to defend a Fort 
| FE nuſt not abandon the Outworks, and ſhe 
; | that will ſecure her Chaſtity , muſt never let 
- Wit come to too cloſe a ſiege, but repel the 
; [ery firſt and moſt remote inſinuations of a 
Temter. Therefore when we ſpeak of Mo- 
deſty in our preſent notion of it, we are not 
to oppoſe it only to the groſler a&t of Incon- 
tinency ; but toall thoſe misbehaviors, which 
tither diſcover or may. create an inclination 
to.it; of which ſort is all Lightneſs of car- 
tage, wanton glances, obſcene diſcourſe 
things that ſhew a woman ſo weary of her 
lonor, that the next comer may rcaſonabl 
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col to the Aſſault. Indeed they areſuch, that 


_ every thing thar glitters, ſees theſe things 
uſed by the' gay people of the World, 'tis no 
wonder if ſhe take theſe as part of their ac- 
compliſhments, and upon peril of that formi- 
dable calamity of being unfaſhionable , con- Þ di 
form” to' them. Which yet do's not fo much 


= 


extennate the .guilr of thoſe few ſeduced per- | th 
ſons, as it aggravates that of the Seducers , and |} to 


atteſts the ſtrange corruption of theage, that ÞÞ of 
thoſe things which the leſs hardned ſort of | 
proſtitutes were formerly aſhamed of, ſhould Þ 0n 
now paſs into the frequency and avowednels | me 
of a faſhion, become a part of Diſcipline and I} fli 
Inſtirution of youth 5 as if vice now diſdain'd } vi 
to haive-any:punies inits ſchole, 'and there- I mc 
fore by * ptepoſterons anticipation, - makes 
Es Os its 
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its pupils begin where they were wont toendz 


initiates them at firſt into that ſhameleſnefs 
which was wont to be the produc only of a 
long habit. What the end will be of theſe Pi- 
feerers in impudence, who thus put. their 
yertue 'on the forlorn hope, is eaſy to divine. 
Yet is not this the only ſtate of danger : they 


who keep their ranks, and tho they do not 


provoke aſſaults, yer ſtay to receive them 
may be far enough from ſafety; She thar 
lends a patient ear to the praiſes of het Wit 
or Beauty , intends at firſt pethaps only to gra- 
tity her vanity ; bur when ſhe is once charmed 
with that Sirens ſong, bewicht with that 
flattery , ſhe inſenſibly declines to a kindneſs 
for that perſon that values her ſomuch: and 


when the ſpark ſhall be blow'd up by perpe- 


tual remonſtrances of Paſſion, and perhaps 
little Romantic artifices of pretending to 
die for her, with a thouſand other tricks ; 
which luſt can ſuggeſt, *twill like the Nap- 
tha Naturaliſts ſpeake of, in a moment grow 
to an unquenchable flame, to the ruine botlt 
of her yertue and honor. ht 

10 LET no woman therefore preſume up- 
0n- the innocence of her firſt intentions ; ſhe 
may as well, upon confidence of a ſound con- 


ftirution, enter a peſt-houſe and conyerſe 


with the plague , whoſe contagion do's not 
more ſubtilly inſinuare ir ſelf, then this ſorr 
of temtation. And as in that caſe ſhe would 
6 C z not 
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not ſtay to define what were the critical 
diſtance, at which ſhe might approch with 
ſafety, but would run as far from it as ſhe 
could; ſo in his, it no leſs concerns her, to 
remoye her ſelf from the poſſibility of dan- 
ger, and (how unfaſhionable ſoever it be ) 
co put on ſuch a ſevere Modeſty, that her 
very looks ſhould guard-her, and diſcourage 
the moſt impudent aſſailant. 'Tis ſaid of Phr- 
lopemen, that the Laredemontans finding it 
their intereſt to corrupt him with mony, 
they were yet ſo -ofſeſt with the reverence 
of his yertues, that none durſt undertake to 
attaque him; and ſure *twere not impoſſible 
for women to arrive at the ſame ſecurity: 
ſuch anautority there is in Vertue, that where 
'tis eminent, 'tis apt to controle all looſe de- 
fires; and he muſt not be only luſtful bur fa- 
crilegious, that attemts to violate ſuch a 
Sanctuary. | 

21 Bur perhaps that ſex may fear, that 
by putting on ſuch a Striftneſs , they ſhall 
loſe the glory of their Beauty, which is now 
eſtimated by the number of thoſe who court 
and adore them. To this in the firſt place I 
muſt ſay, that they are miſerable Trophies to 
Beauty that muſt be built on the ruins of ver- 
tue and honor; and ſhe that to boaſt the length 
of her hair ſhould hang her ſelf in ir, would 
but a& the ſame folly in a lower inſtance. 
22. Burt then ſecondly, 'tis a great _ 
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ke to think their Beauty ſhall be leſs prized, 
fnce *"tis incident to mens nature to eſteem 
thoſe things moſt that are at diſtance ; whereas 
ar eaſie and cheap deſcent begets contemt. So 
long as they govern themſelves by the exa&t 
} & miles of Prudence and Modeſty, their luſtre 
er | is like the Meridian Sun in its clearneſs, 
ec © which tho leſs approchable, is counted more 
{- lorious ; but _ they decline from thoſe, 
they are like that Sun in a cloud, which tho 

7; | fafelier gazed on is not half ſo bright. - But 
ce || befides theſe collateral advantages, 'tis cer- 
to | tain that Modeſty gives an immediate and di- 
le | re& improvment to Beauty; for tho men 
+ © for their own vicious ends wiſh them ſever'd, 

re }} yet they cannot but think they are the moſt 
e- | amiable when united, and you ſhall hear 
a- |} them often commend the aſpect of that Mo- 

a I deſty,, which they would fain circumyent. 

23. Bur: in the 3* place, there is nothing 
at | but ſuch a Reſeryedneſs that can indeed make 
lt FF their Beauty triumphant. Parly and conqueſt 
w Þ|| are the moſt diſtant things; and ſhe thar de- 
rt | ſcends to treat with an aſſailant, what ever 
I ÞY he may tell her of his being her captive, 'tis 
to | but in order to the making her his; which 
r- E when ſhe once is, there is no ſtate of ſervi- 
th & tude half ſo wretched, nothing in the world 
1d I being ſo laviſhly abje& as a proſtirute wo- 
man. For beſides all the intereſt of another _ 
life which ſhe baſely reſigns, ſhe A 
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' that is valuable in this : her reputation ſhe 
pes wholly in his power that has debauched 
her, and whichis worſe, her reformation too; 
If the ſhould have a mind to return to vertue, 
ſhe dares not for fear he ſhould divulge her 
former ſtrayings from it: ſo that, like Car:- 
line, the is engag'd to future evils to ſecure 
the paſt. Yea ſhe ſubje&ts her ſelf not only 
to his luſt, but to all his humors and fancies, 
nay even to all thoſe who have bin inſtru- 
mental - to their pi eh none of them all 


being to be diſpleas'd for fear of blabbing: 


, OUR 2 


and when 'tis remembred, what a ſort of cat- 
tel they are, which are the engines in ſuch 
affairs, there can ſcarce be any thing more de- 
plorable then to be within their laſh. 'Tis true 


' indeed, ſome have found a way to cure this 
uneaſineſs by being their own delators, not 
only confeſſing but boaſting their crime, and 
by an impudent owning prevent all accuſa- 
tions : yet even this ſerves but to atteſt the in- 
tolerableneſs of the former condition, wher 
this worſt of miſchiefs is choſe as a reſcue: 
Their impatience of being alwaies in awe, 
makes them take up that reſolution for in- 
fame; which Ceſar ta for death, who ſaid, 
'Twas better to die once then to be alwaies in 
fear. And tho this deſperate remedy may 
cure the fear, yet it aſcertains the reproch; 
for whereas in the impeachment of others 


there is place for doubt, [and charity may 
promt 
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 promt ſome todisbelieye it, yet when the fa&t 
isjuſtified by the offender, the evidence is un- 
controlable, and withall doubles the infamy. 
| For beſides that which adheres to the crime, 
er | there is a diſtin& portion due to the impu- 
1- | dence; yet like the Scorpion it muſt cure its 
re || own ſting, and tho it increaſes the obliquy, 
ly |} yet it deadens the ſenſe of it. 
Ss, | 24. Burt when they have thus ſteel'd their 
u- | forcheads againſt all impreſſions of Shame, they 
lt JF are till liable ro many other painful effe&s 
7: | of their fin. What fears of being abandon- 


t- | &, -what jealouſies of rivals do often tor- 
h | tire them? And indeed not without ground ; 
e- | for they cannot but know, that the ſame 


je | humor of variety which engaged their Para- 
is | thors in their love, may do the fame for ano- 
't | ther, and ſo on; it being as poflible to graſp 
d | the air, as to confine- a wandring luſt. Be- 
- | fides what anxious apprehenſions haye they 
- | of-the' approch of age, which they are ſure 
n | will render them-loathed and deſpicable, as 
alſo' of all intermedial decaies of Beauty ? 
How - critically do tliey examine their glaſs ? 
- | and every wrinkle that repreſents in their 
, | face becomes a deep gaſh in the heart. Bur 
| | if they have at any time the lefure (or indeed 
the courage ) to look inward, the view is 
yet more dreadful, .a deform'dſoul , ſpoil'dof 
its innocence , and renderd almoſt. as bru- 
tiſh-as the- fin it has conſented to. But'thi 


It 
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it_ be in ſome reſpects /zke the beaſts that pe 
riſheth, it is not, it cannot be in that which 
would moſt avail it: an endleſs being it can- 
not loſe,” nor can it expect any thing from 
that preeminence of its nature; Las an infini- 
ty of miſery. This is ſuch an amazing con- 
templation, as methinks, were it inſiſted on, 
ſhould allay the hotteſt blood ; no impure 
flames being ſo fierce as to conteſt with thoſe 
of unquenehable fire. Ir is therefore, tho a 
yery impious, yet no unskilful artifice of 
thoſe, who would vitiate women in their man- 
ners, to corruptthem in their Principles, and 


by extinguiſhing all hopes & fears of another - 


World, perſwade them to immerſe boldly in- 
to all the abominations of this. *Tis fid 
this is now an art of wooing, the modern 
preludiym to the bafeſt propoſals: it ſeems 
this age dares not truſt only to the former 
waies of ſeducement, fears there will not be 
women enough that will forget the intereſts 
of another World; and therefore is fain to 
ſet up a new party of others to disbelieve it. 
And I fear that deſign has bin too proſperous: 
many.women are ſo much more concerned for 
their bodies then their ſouls, that they are 
contented -the one ſhould be dovaced up- 
on- the depreſſion and debaſement of the 0- 
ther; and whilſt with a yain tranſport, they 
can hear . their 'outward form applauded as 
Angelical,,,or,Divine , they can very FRAY 
endure 
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Ft cr EE Of Modeſty: T5 
' Endure to have their better part vilified and 
piled ; defin'd to be only apuft of air in their 


noſtrils, which will ſcatter with their ex- 


m | piring breath; or in the Atheifts Phraſe, 
li- Wild 2.6. vaniſh as the ſoft arr. Whereas they 
n- Þ ſhould conſider, that they who preach this 
n, F docrine to them, . deſign ir only to infer a 


re | pernicious ufe. Tis Maxim in Politics, that 
ſk | thoſe counſels are ſuſpiciouſly to be ſcan'd, 
a | which carry intheir front the adviſers intereſt; 
of | which certainly is neyer more viſible ther in 
n- Þ this caſe; hethatonce gains this point, neyet 
id | needing to conteft for all the reſt. For he 
er | that can perſwade a woman out of her ſoul, 
n- & willſoaa command her body; and then what 
1, Þ was at firſt his intereſt, becomes hers atlaſt; 
rm | and her wiſhes of the mortality of her ſoul, 
1s | are much ſtronger then 'ris- poſſible her belief 
er | of it could be: which. confirms abundantly 
7 | my affirmation of the ſervile ; wretched con- 
is I} dition of. ſuch a perſon. For if we judge that _ 
0 | a very ſevere ſlavery, which makes people 
t. I} deſirous to refign a temporal being , what ſhall 
: | veEthink of that which provokes them to re- 
'r | nounce aneternal ? ; 
e | :25. AND now by this gradation. of mif- 
- | chiefs we may judge of the deplorable ſtate 
- | of, thoſe who have abandoned their yertue ; 
y | wherein I doubt not the conſciences of many 
s FF cannot only atteſt, bur may improve the de- 
ſcription ;” and all I ſhall fay to ſuch, is only 
K, *.D ro 
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to conſult that bofom monitor:; which till 
they do, all Homilies will be inſignificant. 
My deſign was not therefore to tell them what 
they too well feel, but only to point out their 
wrecks as warnings to others. 

26. LET all thoſe therefore who are yet 
untainted, and by being ſo, have their judg- 
ments clear and unbyaſt, conſider ſoberly the 
miſery of the other condition, and that not 
only to applaud , but ſecure their own; and 
when ever the outward pomps -and gaudy 
ſplendors of a vitiated woman ſeem, like that 
of Cre/u5, to boaſt their happineſs; let them 
look thro that Fallacy, and anſwer with 
Solon, that thoſe only are happy who gre 0 at 
their end. Their moſt exquiſite deckings are 


bur like the garlands on a beaſt defign'd for Sa- 
crifice; their richeſt gems are but the chains, 
not of their ornament bur ſlavery , and their 
p_— apparel, like that of Herod, covers 


perhaps a putrid body (for even that doth 
not ſeldom proye their fate) or however, a 
more putrid ſoul. They who can thus con- 
ſider them, will ayoid one great ſnare; for 
tis not alwaies ſo much the luſt of the fleſh, 
as that of the eies which betraies a woman. 
'Tis.the known infirmity of the Sex, to love 
gaiety , and a ſplendid appearance , which 
renders all temtations of that ſort ſo conna- 
tural to them, that thoſe who are not arrived 


to a more ſober eſtimate of things, will _ 
c 
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he ſecure. It will therefore be neceſſary for 
them to regulate their opinions, and reduce 
alt ſuch things to their juſt value, and then 
Ir I} they will appear ſo trifling , that they can ne- 
yer maintain any competition with the more 
ot | folid intereſts of Vertue and Honor. For tho 
S | thoſe terms ſeem in this looſe Age to be ex- 
he ploded ; -yet where the things are viſible the 
ot F extort a ſecret veneration, even from thoſe 
'd | who think it their concern publicly to deride 
ly | them: whereas on the other ſide a defection 
at | from them. expoſes to all the contempt imagi- 
m F mble, renders themdeſpis'devenby thoſewho 
th Þ ferrai'd them to it, leaves a perpetual blot 
al upon their: Names, and their F amily. For 
© | in the character of a woman, let Wit. and 
1- | Beauty, and all female.accompliſhments ſtand 
- || in the front; yer if wantonneſs bring up the 
'r |} fear, the Satyr ſoon deyours the Panegyric, 
i> ©} and, as in an Echo, the laſt words only will 
h teyerberate, and'her yice will be remembred 
7 | when all the.reſt will be forgot. Bur I need 
1- |} fot declaime- upon. this theme; the Son of Sy- 
T | f2cb has don it to my hand, in many paſſa- 
"i ; but eſpecially Eccluf7 24. rowhich Irefer 
the Reader. --: 
© | #27. WHar: hath bin already ſaid, is, I 
h ſuppoſe.,: ſufficient ro convince every woman 
f ow much -iit-is her concern to keep her ſelf 
© | fritly within; the bounds of Modeſty and 
Vertue. + In order to which, there is nothing 
655 Dy more 
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more important then a judicious choice of 
their Company ; I mean not only for men, bur 
women alſo. Vice is contagious, and this 
eſpecially has that worſt qualiry of the Plague, 
| that is malicious, and would infe& others. 
A woman' that knows her felf "ſcandalous, 
thinks ſhe 'js reprocht by the vertue of an- 
other, looks on her as one that ismade tore- 
prove her wates, asitis, Wi/d. 2.14. and there- 
fote in herown defence ſtrives to level the in- 
equality, not by reforming her ſelf (that ſhe 
thinks too hard atask)) bur by-corrupting the 
other. | To this end ſuch as are” willing to 
ſcrew/themſelyes into! an acquaintance, will 
| be ' officiouſly kind, and by all arts of con- 
deſcention and obliging, endeyor'to enſnare 
a' woman of reputation into their-intimacy, 
And if 'they ſucceed, if they can but once 
entangle-her into that:cobweb-friend{hip; they 
then, ſpider-like, infuſe their venom, never 
leave their vile infinuations till they have 
poiſoned and ruined her. But and if on the 
other ſide they meet with one of too much 
fagacity to be ſo entrapped; if:they cannot 
taint her Innocence , they will endevor to 
blaſt her Fame ; repreſent her to. the World 
to be what they would have madether , that 
is in'the Pſalmiſts Phraſe , /ach an.one as them 
Jebves, Pfal: 50.:24. fo that there is no. con- 
verſing with them, bur with a manifeſt peril 
cither of Vertue or Henor, which _ ws 
S775 _=_&X! thinks i 
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&9 
thinks be a ſufficient diſſuaſive, 'Tis true , 
tis not alwaies in ones power to ſhun- the 
meeting with ſuch perſons, they are toonu- 
merous, and too intruding tobe totally avoid, 
s | &; unleſs, as Sr. Paul ſaies, x Cor. 5.10. one 
; = /bould go out of the World. But all yoluntary 
1- | converſe ſuppoſes a choice, and therefore 
e. || (xery body that will, may refrain that, may 
E 
1 


keep on the utmoſt frontiers of civility, with- 
1- | out eyer ſuffering any approch towards 'in- 
e | timacy and familitary. | | 
« | 28. AnD ſure were this diſtance duly ob- 
o |} ſerved, it might be of excellent uſe, a kindof 
ll | Lay-Excommynication, which might come 
- Þ very ſeaſonably to ſupply the want of the Ec- 
glefiaſtic now out-dated. And this ſeems yery 
yell ro agree with the ſenſe of $9/on, the mito 
Athenian Law-giver, who, beſides that he ſhur 
the Temple-doors againſt them, interdiced 
them the ſacred Aſſemblies; made it one'of 
his | laws , that an Adultereſs ſhould nor be 
permitted to wear any ornaments, that ſq 
they might in their dreſs carry the note. of 
their infamy. Should we have the like di- 
ſlintion obſeryed, I fear many of our gaieſt 
birds would be unplumed: and tho the ſame 
 de-not now an expedient practicable, yet the 
former is, and might be of very good uſe: 
For- beſides that already mentioned of ſecu- 
ting the innocent, it might perhaps have a 
good effect on the guilty, who, could notbur 
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refle& with ſome ſhame on themſelyes, if they 
were thus ſingled out -and diſcriminated; 
whereas whilſt they are ſuffered to mix with 
the beſt Societies , (like hurt Deer in an herd) 
ny flatter themſelyes they are undiſcerna- 
le. 
29. Bu T indeed the adyantage of this 
courſe . is yet more extenſive-, and would 
reach the whole Sex, which now ſeems to lie 
under a general ſcandal, for the fault of par- 
ticular perſons. We know any conſiderable 
number of ſmutty cars caſts a blackefs onthe 
whole- fteld-, which yet -wefe they apart, 
would perhaps not fill a ſmall corner of it: 
and in this uncharitable Age , things are apt 
'to be denominated not from the greater but 
worlſer part; whereas were the precious e- 
yered from the vile , by ſome note of diſtin- 
Gtion, there might rhen a more certain eſti- 
mate be made : and I cannot be fo ſevere to 
woman-kind , as not to believethe ſcandalous 
part would them make but aſmall ſhew , which 
now makes ſogreat a noiſe. 

30. BESTDES' this I can ſuggeſt but one 
way more for. women of honor to vindicate 
their Sex, and that is my making their own 
vertue. as illuftrious as they can; and by the 
bright ſhine of that, draw oft mens eies from 
the-worſer proſpe&t. And to this there is re- 
quifd not only innocency , but prudence; to 
abſtain, as from all real-evil , /o- from the ap- 
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pearance of it too, 1 Thel. 5.22; not, by any 
doubtful or ſuſpicious ation , to give any 
umbrage for cenſure, but as the Apoſtle ſaies 
in another caſe, 2 Cor. 11. 11. 70 cut off occa- 
'from them that deſire occaſion; to deny 
themſelves the moſt innocent liberties, when 
any ſcandalous inference is like to be deduc'd 
14 | from them. And tho _— no caution is 
.. | cnough to ſecure againſt the malicious, and 
the jealous , tho 'tis poſſible ſome black mouth 
may aſperſe them , yet they have ſtill Plato's 
he | reſerve, who being told of ſome who had de- 
fam'd him, *trs no matter ſaid he, I will rue 
ſothat none ſhall beleve them. If their lives 
pt be ſuch, that they may acquit themſelves to 
the ſober and unprejudiced, they haveall the 

a. | ſecurity can be aſpir'd to in this world; the 
more evincing atteſtation they muſt attend 
;. | from the unerring Tribunal hereafter ;. where 
there lies a certain appeal for all injur'd per- 
ſons who can calmly wait for it. 
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Of Meekneſs. 


t. |þ the nexr place we may rank Mecknels 
as a neceſſary feminine vertue ; this ever 
nature ſeems to teach, which abhors mon-_ 
ſtroſities and diſproportions, and therefore 
having allotted to women amore fmooth and 
ſoft compoſition of body , infers thereby her 
intention, - that the mind ſhould correſpond 
with it. For tho the adufterations of art can 
repreſent in the ſame Face beauty in one po- 
fition, anddeformity in another; yet nature 
is more ſincere, 207 never meant a ſerene and 
clear forehead ſhould be the frontiſpice to a 
cloudy tempeſtuous heart. *Tis therefore to 
be wiſht they would take the admonition, 
and whilſt they conſult their glaſſes, whether 
to applaud or improve their outward form, 
they would caſt one look inwards, and exa- 
mine what ſymmetry there is held with a fair 
outſide, whether any ſtorm of paſſion darken 
and overcaſt their interior beauty, and uſeat 
leaſt an equal diligence 'to reſcue that, as they 
would to clear their face from any ſtain or 
blemiſh. PE hl 
2. Bur it is not nature only which ſug 
/ ge 
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geſts this bur the God of nature too, Meck- 
neſs being not only recommended to all as a 
Chriſtian Vertue, bur particularly enjoin'd to 
women as a peculiar accompliſhment of their 
Sex, 1 Pet. 3.4. where after the mention of all 
the exquiſite and coſtly deckings of art, this 
© | onie ornament of ameer and quiet ſpirit, is con- 
ls | fonted to them, with this eminent atreſtari- 
"0 Ff on, thatit is 2» the ſight of God of great price, 
NF and therefore to all who will not enter diſpute 
© | yith God, and conteſt his judgment, it muſt 
id Þf be fo too. Now , tho Meekneſs be in it ſelf 
I Þ 4 fingle entire Vertue, yet it is diverſifi'd, 
id} zcording to the ſeveral faculties of the ſoul, 
a Þ oyer which it has influence; ſo that there is a 
0- I Meckneſs of the Underſtanding , a Meekneſs 
ic FF ofthe Will , and a Meckneſs of the Aﬀections: 
id F fl which muſt concur to make up the meek 
2 F andquiet ſpirit. 
OY 3. AnD firſt of the Meekneſs of the Un- 
n, derſtanding , It conſiſts in a pliableneſs to con- 
« }f vition, arid is directly oppoſite to that ſullen 
1, I adherence obſeryable in too many; who jiidge 
4 of tenets not by their conformity to truth 
ur and reaſon , bur to their prepoſleſſions , and 
MN [© tenaciouſly retain'd opinions , only becauſe 
at | they (or ſome in whom they confide) have 
), Notice own'd them; and certainly ſuch atemper 
or Fis of all others the moſt obſtructive to Wilſ- 
dom. This purs them upon the chance of a 
lottery, and what they firſt happen to draw, 
E determines 
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Cn hoes A ces: the pehvitars 
of its '/precedency : ſo thathad Mabomet firſt 


ſeiz'd them, his tenure would haye bin as in- 


defeſable as Chriſt's now. How. great the. |} 


force of ſuch prejudices are, we may ſee by 


the oppoſitions it rais'd againſt Chriſtian Do- 
Erin in groſs at its firſt promulgation; the 
Jews blind Zeal for the Traditions of their 

athers, engaging them in the murder even 


of that very Meſſias , whom thoſe Traditions 


had taught them to expe&, and after in the 
perſecution of that Doftrine which his Re- 
ſurrection, had ſo irrefragably atreſted. And 
_ to juſtify the propriety of this obſeryation 
to thoſe I now writeto, 'tis expreſly affym'd, 
"Af's 13. 5Q. that they made uſe of the 7eal 
pf the female Proſelyres for that purpoſe. T he 
Jews ſlzrred up the devout and Sonrwble Wo- 
men, and raisd a perſecution againſt Paul and 
Barnabas. So that 'tis no unſeaſonable ad- 
vice of ſuch, to be ſure they ſce well their 
way before they run too fierce a carriere in it, 
otherwiſe the greateſt heat without light do's 
but reſemble that of the bottomleſs pir ,” where 
flames and darkneſs do at once cohafir. 

4. BurT whilſt I decry this prejudicate ſtit- 
nefs,; I intend not-to plead for-its contrary 
extreme, -and recommend a too eaſy Flexibi- 
. lity, which is a temper of equal, if not more 

ill conſequence then: the H—_ The ad- 


hering to. one qpinion can expoſe bur to one 
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'Eror ;but'4 mind that lies opentto the ef- 
Fixes of all new tenets, may ſucceſſively en- 
F terrain a whole ocean of deluſions, 'and to be 

thus yielding, is not 4 Meckneſs, bur ſervile- 


dy | neſs of Underſtanding. Indeed 'tis :ſo great 
0: | #weakneſs of mind, that the Apoſtle ſinks 


he  # fomewhar below the impotence of women; 
It F ind reſembles it ro thar of children-, Eph. 4. 
en | 14. Yetitſcems the folly of ſome women had 
ns. | leyell'd' them with children in this 'matter : 
he for the ſame Apoſtle takes notice of ſuch, to 
© {| whomas he pives the Epithet of /iy, ſo rhe 
nd f fatter at 6f the Character ſpeaks them in- 
n Þ torrigibly'ſo, ever learning, and never able to 
d, | come to the knowledg of the truth, x Titn: 3. 6. 
al | #defcription which if we compare with: our 
be | times; we muſt think prophetic. © For how 
+ | many iriſtances hath this age given'ts of wo- 
ud en ſo led captive; who being either affe&ted 
d- Þ with the novelty , or ſeduced by the pretended 
ir} zealof a new teacher, havegivenup their un- 
t, | derſtandings to him : and for a while this ſtrong 
'S | man has kepr poſſeſſion; but when ſtronger - 
© | then he hath come, it bas fared as with him in 
, | the Goſpel, a louder Zealor a newer Doctrine 
f- | foon divides his ſpoils ; .and that by force of 
) | the very ſame principle on which fi ſet up, 
- | which within a white undermines "the latter 
© | Uo,” and'fo ſuccefſively, till the poorproſe- 
Tytehas bin hurried thro all the mazes of wild 
trtor , and at laſtperhaps (like a palate diſtra- 
i E 4 ted. 
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that w 
; has bin eventually true in ſome, who ſetting 
gut -jn the fierceſt deteſtation of Popery, have 


henſions , but haye 
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char firſt. ſhe moſt dectied, This 


wandred ſo long like the blinded: Syr:ans, 
2 Kings 6..20. that they have: at laſt found 
themſelves in the midf of Samaria ; by an 


inſenſible circular motion bin brought about 


tq that Religion, from which alone they de- 


lign $:t9 fly. . So. litle'do- itching ears know 
Whither they may be carried: and. indeed the 


ear when infected with-that prurient humor, 
may vie-Miſchiefs with the rongue, which 
Sr. Ye tells us Chap. 3. 25. i (tho a little 
member ) 2 world of iniquity. . 


5. 'T1s therefore the 'moſt irpportant con- 


cern of all, to fartify that ſo aſſailable part; 
bur 'tis eſpecially ſo of women., nor only in 
eſpe ..of that natural imbecillity., which 


renders them liable to ſeducement ; but alſo 


becauſe the. opinion of their being ſo, makes 


them. particularly aim'd at by ſeducers. For 


as he whois to put off, adulterated wares, will 
.chuſe the moſt unwary chapmen ; ſo theſe So- 
phiſticarors of Divinity deſire the moſt un- 


diſcerning. auditors. . And truly-that, ſo. ma- 


ny of that Sex are ſo.,;.1 do not ſo much im- 


pute to any. natural defect, as to.the looſe 


.notions they, have of Religion; of which they 


little penetrated. the 


have perhaps ſome nemgns! confuſed appre- 
0 
depth 
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on &pth of ir,” that. they know not why they  - 


we Chri/t:ans rather then Turks, why of the 
"Church of. Zxg/and rather then that of Rome, 
or Gezeva. And while they are thus unfixt, 
axd-have no. better principe then Cuſtom 
{nd compliance ; they havenothing to anſwer 
'$0-any+the grofleſt deceit that can be obtrud- 
«upon them, which. for ought they know 
 orhaveconſider'd may be as true as any thing 
they: formerly profeſt. Now when any one 
this: condition ſhall be aſſaulted ,. nor only 
| by the repeted importunities of falſe reach- 
#s,. but alſo. by - ingeminated threatnings of 
hell and damnation ; ſhe is like one awaktd 
| by the outcry of fire, and in that amaze will 
n- || þeiapr- to run where ever the. firſt diſcoyerer 
t; | of her dangerſhalllead her. | | 

in F 46.1, ſhall ; therefore moſt earneſtly re- 
ch | commend it as the beſt Antidote againſt the 
ſo || poiſon of . novel -Dodrins, to examine well 
'S if the grounds, of .the,old. For want of this it 
Yr | isthatour Churchchas bin expoſed ta ſo many 
Il F frivolous cavils.,; is:being too; incident to the 
- || perverſe Pride of human nature , to ſpeak e- 
i- } vil of things we -underſtand not, : And had 
i- | our ſhe-zealors firſt conſulted ſome ſober 
- | guides, and from them- underſtood upon what | 
c | grounds the PraRice as: well as Doctrine of (1 
y | gur-Church was founded , they, could not. ſo by. 
- | afily have bin carried away by every wind of | 
Dotirin, as the Apoſtle phraſes it , ph. 4.14- 
Lo... | 7. INDEED 
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29, INDEED this is no more then common 
juſtice exa&ts, which -forbids' the condemy- 
en che vileſt malefaQtor unheard: -(and 
unheard and not underſtood; are in this caſe 
terms equivalent ) yet ſure they ow ſomething 
more ro that Church ffom whoſe minit 

themſelves 'muſt confeſs to have derivedtheir 
Chriſtianity, in-whoſe'bofom, they have bin 
cheriſhr ; and-conſequetitly may plead a mo- 
thers right'in them. So that ankots poſſeſſion, 
which fortifies civil rights*; deſtroies the Ec- 
clefiaſtic; ſhe may challenge beſides that nz 
. tarzl juſtice ( which is the \commion' due of 
Humanity) a-parentdl reſpe& and reyerence, 
a debt which ' is ſure -yery- ill anſivered by 
- thoſe-who caſt off her: obedience before they 
have at all conſidered” what it is the com- 
mands. "Aﬀd if the abdicating a child be 
x thing 6 annarural-; 'as' riceds ſome yery 
important'cauſe-to juſtify it ; the renouncing 
of a Parertmuſt requirea*reaſon as far tran- 
_ {cending thatagtheguiltdo's.f it be cauſcleſs: 
andfuch it 'niuſt inevitably be in all; whofor 
want- of due examination, ſuffer themſelves 
x6 by ied. ines groundleſs' prejudices and dil 

g Sf IDE W934; z £ - 

By. To prevent that guilt 'and a multitude 
of others which ſpring from it, T ruſt again 
| Nay My" Propoſal , thatwomen of Quality 
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aide; of the Religion they profeſs: if ir be 
zmwe-onc, 'twill bear the inſpection , truth 
wrer ſhunning the light; if it be nor, the 
{eovery cannot be too early. And indeed 
10ong. the many remarkable impreſſes of 
wth our Church bears, this is-one, that ſhe 
not blindfold her Proſelytes, leaves them 
e-ufe of their diſcerning Faculty, and do's 
weby obtruding upon them an implicit be- 
lef, force them to lay down their Reaſon 
. BE when they take up their Faith. And now 
. E why ſhould not Ladies ſpend a few of their 
BE may idle hours in this inquiſition, I mean, 
gat ro embark themſelves in a maze of con- 
wyerſics, but only to diſcern thoſe plain 
mounds of Truth on which our Church 
ds; which if well digeſted , will prove a 
better Amulert againſt Jeluſion then the read- 
ngwholeT omes of diſputations , more apt to 
ng © diftra&t then fortify -their underſtandings. 
- © And had they thus don, had their minds bin 

:  ballaſted by fober principles, ſo many of 
' © them had never made up the triumphs of ſo 
many and ſo various ſeducers. And tho to 
ſuch- this advertiſement. may come too late 
(like aſſiſtance after a defeat) yet it maybea 
laſonable caution to others : and to thoſe I 
offer it, as that very temper wherein conſiſts 
that- rational Meckneſs of the Uniderſtand- 
as I would recommend tro them, which is 
equally violated by a blind Obſtigacy, or as 
Ind a Flexibility. 9.A 
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9. A SscoNnp ſort of Meckneſs is that of 
the Will, which lies in- jts juſt ſubordinati- 
on, and ſubmiſſion to' a more ſupreme Auto: 
rity, which in Divine logs is the Will of 
God ; in Natural or Moral., right Reaſon; 
and in human Conſtitutions , the command 
of Superiors. And fo long as the will governs 
it ſelt by theſe in their reſpective Orders, 
it transgreſles not the Meekneſs requir'd of it, 
But experience atteſts, that the Will is now 
in its depravation an imperious Faculty , apt 
to caſt off that ſubjection to which it was 
deſignd, and a& independently from thoſe 
motives which ſhould influence it. This God 
knows is too common inall Apes, all Condi- 
tions, and Sexes: but the Feminine lies more 


eſpecially - under an ill name for ir. Whe- 


ther that have 'grown from the low opinion 
conceived of their Reaſon, leſs able to main- 
tain its Empire, or from the multipli'd habi- 
tual inſtances themſelyes have given of unruly 
Wills , I ſhall not undertake to determine: 
but either way 'tis, I am ſure, ſogreat a re 
proch as they ſhould be very induſtrious to 
wipe off. And _ I 'know nothing more 


incentive to that endeayor, then the havinga 


righteſtimate of the Happineſs as well as Ver- 
rue of a goyernable Will. How calmly do 
thoſe glide thro all (even the rougheſt ) e- 
vents; that can but maſter that ſtubborn Fx 
culty ? 'A will reſign'd to Gods , how do's it 
| | eneryate 
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axrvate and enfeeble any calamity ; Nay in- 
&&d-it triumphs over .it, and by that con- 
mition with him that ordains it, may be 
fid.to command eyenwhartit ſuffers. *T'was 
Philoſophical Maxim, that a Wiſe moral. 
gan could not be injured ,- could not be mi- 
table. Bur ſure'tis much more true of him , 
yho has that divine Wiſdom of Chriſtian re- 
ignation , that twiſts and inwraps all his choi- 
<with God's, and is neither at the pains 
9g; hazards of his own eleRions ;. bur is ſe- 
ate, that; unleſs Omniſcience can be decei- 
il; or-Omnipotence defeated, he ſhall have 
fhat is really, beſt for him, 
$0. ProroRTIONABLE ( tho not equal ) 
aithis,. is the: happineſs of a Will regulated 
Reaſon in things within its Sphere: *tis 
be dignity of human Nature, and that which 
dſfinguiſhes it from that of Beaſts. Yea, e- 
-:thoſe grow. more contemtible in their 
kinds. - the farther they are removed from ir. 
the ſtupid fturdineſs of an Aſs has render'd 
tBroverbial for folly , when the tracableneſs 
godther Animals has temred ſome to liſt them 
ng Rationals. , Beſides: reaſon affords 
Blathirig of a: Baſis and: Foundation for the 
r- Bill ro: botrom,, on.. He that. governs him- 
klt-by. Reaſon.:(- that being ſtill the ſame) 
Wl a& equally: and conſonant to- himſelf; 
he that-do's.a thing: this moment, only 
keauſe he. will,, may the nexthayeas weigh- 
Wt F ry 
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ty an argument to:do:ſomthing-quite contry- 
ry; and ſo may ſpend his white time inunrs- 
velling his $p:ders webs, .as the Prophet right: 
lh calf; the vain deſigns of ſuch:ibrutiſh men, 
toy 56. 5. Not to:ſpeak of the-recoilings and 
upbraidings of the rational faculties ; which 
are.the uneafic attendants of thofe who reſif 
its: more dire&t admonitions ; - there is nothing 
expoſcs to more ſecular ruins. An ungover- 
nable Will-is the moſt precipitous-thing ima: 

inable, and like the Divel 'im the Swihe) 
Dil headlonp ro: deſtruction; and yer de 
prives one of. that: poor reſerve; that faint 
comfort of the miſerable, / Pity;3'*Which will 
not be ſo much:invited by the miſery , as a 
verted by that wilfulneſs whichokuſed it Nay 
3 indeed, ſo little:can ſuch perſons expe the 
3 compaſſion of others; that *twilt be hard for 
/ them->t6. afford themſelves: their -6wn; ''the 
conſciouſneſs that their calamities are but the 
ifſfues of their own perverſneſs; being apr'to 
difpofe them. more to hare-thew pity. And 
this'is noſmall accamulation of Srhenthednle 
when /x 'man ſuffers nor only: directly; 'but 
at rhe:rebound roo; reinflias-his tmiſeriesvp- 
on himſelf by:a: grating refleftion-6n his ov 
madhefs: Yea; fo great an aggravation it; 
that:even- Hell ir felf is enhanced-and'com- 
pltatedbyir ; albche rormentytherebeing od! 
ed':2nd ſharpned by: the woful remembrane, 
tharrhey mighooncehbvye bit ayoided. -* 7" 
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3- In: the- laſt place a Will duly ſubmiſ- 
wye-ro lawful Superiors , is not only an amia- 
- Wilething 'in the cies of others, but exceeding- 


happy to ones ſelf; *tis theparent of peace 
adiorder, both public and private; a bleſſing 


ich ſs conſiderable, as is very cheaply bought 


wth: a little-receding from ones own will or 
kmor: whereas the contrary temper is the 
zing and original of infinit confuſions, the 
incendiary which ſets ' Kingdoms, 
aurches, Families, in combuſtion; a flat 
edntradiction not only to the word, bur e- 
tn the works of God; a kind of Anticrea- 


ill Bye power, which reduces things to that 


- © Chaos from whence God drew them. Our 
age has given us too many and too pregnant 
inſtances of its miſchievous effects, which 
my ſerve to enhance the value of that go- 
rernable malleable temper I now recommend. 
And as a will thus reſig'nd to Reaſon and juſt 
Anority, is a felicity all rational natures 
ſhould aſpire to; ſo eſpecially the feminine 


ds ſex, whoſe paſſions being naturally the more 


impetuous, ought to be the more ſtrialy 
gmarded, and kept under the ſeyere diſcipline 


wn of Reaſon: for where 'tis otherwiſe, where 


woman has no guide but her Will, and her 
Will is nothing but her Humor, the event is 
fare to be fatal to her ſelf, and often to 0- 
thers alſo. 


F 2 12, AND 
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12: AND the hazard of this'renders that 
other reſtraint of the will, I mean that of ©. 
bedience ro ſuperiors a very happy impoſiti- 
on; tho perhaps 'tis not alwaies thought ſo; 
for thoſe who reſiſt the government of Rea- 
ſon, are not very apt to ſubmit to that of 
Autority. Yet ſure God and nature do at- 
teſt the particular expediency-of this to wo- 
men, by having placed thar Sex in a degree 
of inferiority to the other. Nay farther 'tis 

- obſervable, that as there are but three ſtates 
of life, thro. which they can regularly paſs, 
viz. Virginity, Mariage, and Widow-hood; 
two of them are ſtates of Subje&tion, the 
firſt to the parent, the ſecond to'the husband, 

- and the third, as ft is caſual, whether ever 
they arrive to it or no, ſo if they do; we 
find it by God himſelf reckon'd as a conditi- 
on the moſt deſolate and deplorable. It 1 
ſhould ſay this happens upon that very ſcore 
thar they are left to their own gujdance, the 
fad ,wracks-of many would too much juſtify 
the gloſs : but however it evinces, that God 
ſers not the ſame value upon their being ma- 
ſterleſs, which ſome of them do, whilſt he 
reckons them moſt miſerable , when they are 
moſt at —_ 

13. AND fince Gods aflignation has thus 
determined ſubjeftion .to' be: the womens lot, 
there needs no other argument of its fitneſs, 
or for their acquieſcence. Therefore when 

cyer 
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w& they oppoſe it, the contumacy flies 
kipher then the immediate Superior, -and 
aches God himſelf. And I am apt to think 
there: would not many of that timorous Sex 
eſo far, were it not for ſome falſe pun- 
tillives of honor, which (like thoſe amo 
our Duelliſts ) have impoſed themſelyes. Theſe 
repreſent Meekneſs and Submiſſion as a ſilly 
ſheepiſh qualiry , unfit for women of breeding 
ad-ſpirit: whilſt an imperious obſtinac 
s fgr nobleneſs and greatneſs of mice, 
ut alas \they are wofully miſtaken in their 
notion of a great ſpirit, which conſiſts in 
ſorning to do unworthy and vile things; and 
couragiouſly encountering the adyerſe eyents 
rer I of life, not in ſpurning a duty, or ſeeking to 
we Þ pull- themſelves from that Sphere where the 
ti- £| divine Wiſdom hath placed 4 arg No ſure, 
{ I | fubborneſs is the mark only of a great ſto- 
re | mac, not of a great mind; and the cruelty of 
he | # coward may as well denominate him vali- 
fy I} ant, as the ungovernableneſs of a woman can 
od }f ſpeak her generous. | 
2- | 24. In this I preſume I ſpeak the common 
he I fenſe of all, for what value ſoever they put up- 
re | 01 themſelyes, nothing renders them leſs ac- 
ceptable to others; an imperious woman being 
us} & plague to her relatives, and a deriſion to 
r, © firangers, yeaanda torment to her ſelf: eyery 
the-leaſt contradiction (which a meek perſon 
would paſs over inſenſibly ) inflaming ſuch an 
2 unruly 
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unruly temper,: and tranfparting; her to ſuch 
extravagances.. as ofteh produce very miſchie- 
youg-eftects. - On the other fide if ſhe be hu- 
mor'd and complied with , that ſerves onlyto 
make her moreinſolent and intolerable ; makes 
her: humors grow to ſuch an height, that ſhe 
knows. notherſelf what would pleaſe her, and 
yet expects that others ſhould: ſo thar to ſucha 
one, we may apply:what Hannbalſaid of Mar- 
cellus, that if he-were: vanquiſhed, he never 
gavereſt to himſelf, nor if he were victorious, 
to others. Certainly the uncaſineſs of aper- 
yerſe ſpirit is ſo great, that could ſuch come 
but: to compare it with the calm and happy ſc 
renity. of Meckneſs and Obedience, there 

, would 'need: no other Lecture: to commend 
them to their eſteem or practice. 

I5. THe laſtbranch of Meekneſs is thatof 
Aﬀections, and conſiſts in reducing the paſſ- 
ons to a temper and calmneſs, not ſuffering 
them to make uproars within to diſturb ones 
ſelf, nor without to the diſquierting of others; 
and to this regulation Mcekneſs is generally 
ſubſervient. Yet becauſe the correcting of ſome 
particular paſſions are more. immediatly afl: 
gnable toother yertues, ſhall only inſiſt upon 
thar, on which this has a more direc and pecu- 
Farinfluence, I mean Anger , atwo-edgedpaf 
fon, which whilft it deals its blows without, 
wounds yer morefatajly within. The commo- 
tion/and yexation which an angry man feels, 
Yelp toes is 
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har tmore | cane then any thing he can ot 
ary inflie-upon another :' herein juſtify- 
wWahe Epither uſually given to Anger, 'thar 
$2'ſhort madneſs; for who that were itrhis. 
ht wits , would incur a greater miſchief-to 
leſs? Ttis indeed fo great a diſtempet of 
th&inind , tharthe rhar is poſſeſt withir ; is irt- 
competent for any ſober undertaking, and 
buld as much be ſuſpended from acting , as 
din « Phrenſie/or Lunacy. This was the 
fdpment and/prattice roof Plaro, who go- 
wro'chaſtiſth ſeryanc , arid finding hinfelf 
by angry-, (ſopt-his \corre&ion; a friend 
Wing in ard aſking what he was doing , p#- 


Wing, a he 4n angry man, as thinking 
Wifelf unfic'ro diſcipline another , rill heba 
{ubRed' his) owni' paſſion: /''Attother time bis 
Nav havitig-offer ed him; I would beat thee, 
liesHe ,, but that Tim angry:Itwere endlels in- 
ted ro recite/rhe black" Epithers given by all 
Moraliſts to this vice. It#hall fuffice to take 
e ſuffrage of the Wiſeſt of men, one that 
hall iacquainred himſelf t6 bidw madut})F ant 
fly; Eccl:'t!'r7. and we find-it his ſehtente, 
fat ger 12-77 the boſtnis of fooks , "eel. 
343 DOD OLDDG OA TAES ELIE + AJAC 
996.. An» whit is thus" nhiverfally wupbe- 
Gttitg to human narure;” eannor ſute' be fefs 
Wecent for rhe gentler Sex: "tis rarhe! mivre 
Wilevery thing oontratting 16 vimch 'HiQH&bE 
&formiry ;'by How much it Teceeds from irs 
4 proper 
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proper kind. 'Now nature; hath -befriended 
women with a more cool and temperate cog- 
ſtitution, pur leſs of fire, and. conſequently 
_ of choler, intheir compoſitions; fo that their 
heats of that kind. are advyentitious and pre- 
;ternatural, raiſ'd, often. by fangy or pride; 
andfſo both look:more unhandſomly , and haye 
leſs of pretence-to yeil and coyer them. Be; 
ſides. womenhave;a.native feebleneſs , unable {4 
to back and affert;their angers with any effe- 
Qtive-force, which.ma Mp ne 1-them 'twas 
-never.'intended they thould ler-looſe to that 
(paſſion, which nature ſeems by. that very.it 
ability to haye, interdited:thems.,. But when 
they do it, they. render themſelves at.once 
, deſpifed and abhorrd; nothing; being, more 
ridiculouſly hateful, then animpatent rage; | 
17. Burt as the. moſt' feeble: inſet m 
ſomtimes diſturb,...tho not:much hurt —_ 
there is one. feminine weapon-which. as'tisal 
wates.ready. z ſo. proves often/troubleſom, 1 
mean the Tongue which, tho-in,its loudeſ 
Claryors can naturally invade nothing burthe 
ear, yet even thatiisa moleſtation. The bark- 
ing..of 4 dogs .tho.we are ſecure he cannot 
bite, 1s agrating unpleaſant ſound, and while 
women. ſeek th Wh VERY 00 TALENT rage, they 
g bur-a. ſort, of ſpeaking. brutes.,,; and ſhould 
confider:. whether. that: do. nor. refle&t mort 
xogrempr.upon;themſclyes,, rhen.their mol 
virulent reproches can fix upon he... \ BY 
| | | ” T6. DUT Mit 
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5 have nor Ek 
ing: p.che NEB E ſure it gives them 
WE: caule of; -triuwph,, [when they. conſider 
- ww 0% BNOVRes- es them, how unhr. (yea 
We humanſociety. Letthem take 
BOD F who SA ac, it better 
log or earner of a ; Pauſe top; then with a 
yet © 6 e Houſe , Proy. 25 hea 
Ner-do's. che ſon- of Sirat We, leſs tha 
Ws, more ir Frog "Ecclufe 26.27, hap 
y Me OPAs. and a ſeold, ſhall be Tra out 
way the enemy. And: tho he taxes 
ky ſemi ne. vices.rimpartially enough,,. yet 
tre. 1s. ſcarce any, ,of them which he more 
Fu and more: ſeverely | brands, then this of 
10qui Wenn” Ir ſeems;'twas 2 thing general- 
h dokr. on as very. es Piet as Appears - 
Tates,, who when he defign'd to, diſci- 
Il ke: þ lf ro perfect, patience. 2nd role 
Wo knew no ; way of exerciſe, th 
Miger a Yigg, ro his s wife, an excellence t ha 
CE haps. again, recommend. a: woman, 
G when 
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Fige-ocbers from all their indecent afſaulr 
vizarill ar laſt cxringuiſh them. For An 
£&is corroſive, and if it bekept only to feed 
[pon its ſelf, muſt be irs owndeyourer,; if it 
be permitted ro ferch no forrage from with- 
que, nor to nouriſh it ſelf with ſuſpicions and 
farmiſes of others, nor to make any allies at 
he tongue, it cannot long hold our. 

&:F.-20. AnD how much they will hereitt coji- 


alt their intereſt and their reputation too, 
hey may be taught by Solomon , who-makes 
he diſtinive /ign of « frok/h woman, tobe 
Wemorors,, Prov. g. 13. whereas when hegives 
the character . of his Excellent woman , he 
ks Wiſdom and Gentleneſs together , She 
i Wencth ber mouth with wiſdom, and in ber 


2 & the law of kindneſs, Prov. 21. 26, 
IFthis yerdict may be admitted (as ſure it 
'F anght;, whether we conſiderhis wiſdome , or 
th dear bought experience in women ) it will 
byÞ wnfute the common plea. of querulous ſpirits., 
hk #horhink , toſeem inſenſible of any the leaſt 
% \ptoyocation is to appear ſilly and ſtupid; tho 
i-F twly-if it were ſo, 'twould be full as eligible as 
of oper madand raving ,- as they commonly 
wy eo inthe tranſport of their fury. | 
yaſf $12a./ T'o; conclude, Mecknels is ſo amiable, 
ng Sindearing 2 quality; -and: ſo pecyliarly.em- 
i- lliſhing.;toc, women, that; did they bur, all 
WE ainkder ic: with balf che. azrention- they, do 
-F their morerrivialexterior ornaments; toroplg 
rl bu: XZ certainly 
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4 +1. Of Compaſſion, 
x. F near Affinity to the 'Verrueof 


| 'Meekneſs ,' is that 'of "Mercy and 
. Compaſſion, which indeed can ſcarce 
thrive in any place where the former hath nat 
PR the ſoil; Anger and Obſtinacy being 
ike that rough Eaſt-wind which brought the 
Egyptian Locuſts, Exod. 1o. 13.toeatupevery 
green thing in the Land. A mind: harraſſed 
with its own impatiency, is not at-leaſure to 
obſerye, much-leſs to condole' the calamities 
of others. But as'a calm and clear day be 
friends us with a more diftin& Proſfpe& of 
diſtant Obje&s, ſo when all is quiet and ſe: 
rene within us , we can then look abour us; 
and difcern what exigencies of'-6thers inyite 
our pities. ME ir'®:; 72 
2. I need not ſay much to raiſe an eſtimate 
of 'this Vertue, - ſince 'tis ſo eſſential to our 
Natire, ſo interwoyenin the compoſition of 
Humanity that we- find in Scripture phraſe; 
Compaſſion is generally ſcared in the _ 
{ATTRII | inwar 
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ard ſenſible part'.our frame, and bowels. 
WCH2..12: Pat on therefore bowels of mercy; 
adPb1.2. 1. Bowels and mereies. So that a 
exet-ruthleſs perſon unmans himſelf, and is 
y the common vote of mankind to be liſted 
Mong brutes; nay, not among. the better, 
wut only the more hateful, noxious ſort. of 
o3-. Bur yet this is more unnatural in the 
female Sex, which being of ſofter-mold, is 
more pliantand yeilding to the impreſſions of 
pity,: and by the ſtrength of fancy redoubles 
tit horror of any ſad object. Yea ſo remark- 
able is this. tenderneſs, that God, when he 
jould moſt may ify bis own compaſſion, il- 
Wrares it by that of women, as the higheſt 
Immanc inſtance. Indeed ſuch a propenſion 
aye women to commiſeration , that they are 
wally-taxed with an exceſs in it ;. ſo that 
ay: imprudent lenity is Proverbially called, 
&womaniſh Pity: -and therefore it may be 
tought an impertinence to exhort them to 
that-which they can ſcarce-ayoid. But to this 
laaſwer , firſt ;. that in this degenerous Age, 
tsnonews to ſee people violate their inſtincts, 
$:well as their duties, and be worſe then 
heir-fature inclines them, many ſins bein 
mired eyen againſt the grain, and wit 
[Whience to conſtitution. | 

+ Yer ſecondly, 'tis not a meer melt- 
lig'of the cies, or yerning of the bowels I 
"or deſign 
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. F4..,_ THE LADIES'CALLING, 'Paxr it 
defign'ts recommend: Alas; their rears wil 
Lathe rink to @ rhirfty"ſoul., nor will ſhi: 
| Feting at his nakedneſs:Hlorhe him. - This is 
ſoekan inſignificant mercy as St. James de. 
whes, ſaying to a brother'or ſiſter ,. be 44 
<varmed, be ye filled , but not groing them things 
needfull to the-body, c. 2.16. Indeed, ſhe that 
weeps over thoſe diſtreſſes ſhe will not relieve; 
might have'bin' fir ro be entr'd in the liſt of 
the 'mourning women among-the Jews and 
Heathens , w; were hired -ro- make up the 
tragic Pomp- of Funerals with their mercens 
ry lorrow:,-but had no real concern: in that 
loſs they ſeemed'to bewail. 'Tis 'therefore's 
more aQiye Tort of Compaſſion ro which 1 
' would: invite them ;' and yet for methods ſake 
T-ſhall' confider it under' two diſtin& Heads, 
Giving and Forgiving. 
He, Þ Giving , inthis place, I mean not a 


general argc (tho tharprudently bound- 
| l 


ed,/ in an Excellence well becoming Perſoris 
- of Fortune) but only ſuch'a Giving: as ter- 
' minates upen the' needy; and is applied to 
ſaccour their. indigendies. 'To give to thoſe 
from 'whom they ' may __ returns, may 
be a deſipn, 'but-at the beſt can be but gene 
xoſity and frarikneſs' of humor; Tis only then 
'mercy (as Chrift himſelfhas defined it) when 

it is to thoſe from whomitheyican bope for nt 
| Fhijts again, 7. 21) e YIoQ0Oot 34% 


An 


” s* 
* o x 
4 p ” 4 & nd - . + \- 
\ # ab 
Cr > . NB 
| s. A 


| UML 


Chili CLE EERES 4 EGF We 4} a ——— "ARS Reo 2A 


"i FT DF Canpaſſih THT = "I 


75 in this! vertue” women hayein for: « % 
Z Ke Ages ciinenthy;excellid yeal;ifo oflent 
8 5 it » vhitt! Wefind! Solomon thougt,mor 
"the ws hiabaQter domplear without it; butnuets 
Bt {Pit hong the: propertiesof) his)Verruous 
Woo ELL 20 She ftretobeth:forvh hes. 
7 j andreas ch ber hand #6; tg 
F F;10 And it'is'a-liccle obſepyable:,! that! ab- 
i has deferib'd ther: dadultr5 and Dili; 
KG the "acquiring -of, W] this[:ts 
* bs the Front ofrhher! diaburfemEntsl as ahe 
Wdpitaſe homhatle of it;camd preceeds her 
providing Scarfer'\for her Houſhold , cor fihe 
bl Bey rd Plirpte for herofelf,/ vo 22.128. 
& 1.7 Ieao'ls &'vetyobvious; land admonir 
BS al chitc oewnthe fame Title of Vertuens 
 Moni685" 16 Pabes [the neceffities of: drhefs 
ors tht tt Nor au oryent ren 5 vr 
# Tow on _— Ln —_— 
.- ar is perfonateu in the praap,: thatbegs 
b Ir\heedy diſtrefſd ſuppliant; and'rhac 
MK ally owit'every at of meray:asidonao 
4 - ale methinks theydhoukhfomrimes think 
1 Z | £6" cHfice eye their mod modefare%en- 
F [> wats £6 thei chaviry:;;belaftiatied to ſerve 
Rs Fes ]beforeo their $avioe} or: let ——_ 
mkedand tarhpey;nwhilfhrheypare 
th tharwhidhwould:teliovehim. - 
* Fn Brie! kownrherfhdlithey anfwer' it, ks 
tak it't6 beſujptented. norby their needs, 
cies ;iwhoſoavedevorted theirhearts 
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Kaye neither” will norpowes:: te: ſuccor x 


Hon therthoſewhoindy ling 9 
'Fouy" upon:themſelves, Cannot be.-temted (+ 
—any"impottutity\and diſtreſs © todrop apalms 
| 1% har'a prepoſterous: cider is \ 

--whoſc gay Attire gives herths 
7: the-&n 3; yer have nothing of its 

oth » (75 \-nevesto-checrany drooping, 

| Tanguiin «creature by.hes influence? Ti 
rhe-councel; of the iſon- of: Sirar 4 | #47, f0 9727 
 $bo poor. any beeaſion th exnſe;thee., Exclul.4.s. 
. 'Bur-fure ſuch perſons. do it5-if: tho, poor, hap 

|  - Pefiinor irochaye: more Charity: then they, ex 
Fs ru o-chem.” For when;they:! fud 
hard hearts Kg wn tal aoirpone ” Fo 


them beftow: fo muc 
ya, bg ne- 


own bugs, iand do. 
eſſary fu; bf theirs 35;:t]5. a {brew'd trial 
of heir N s.: \Phyefty, is aptrof;.its elf 
evclubicrgrike ſpirit; :and-ngeds not ſach/a 
| additional; reniptation: 75713 Ant: ir Ft 
-12801:/ Naw farther: ;: >:when-a -Pa0r. "Farying 
wretch thall-bbok uponion&of theſe, gay crev 
Tures; and fee:that any; one;of: os banbles 
tlie looſeſt:appitndageof het drefs,; a fan, 1 
busk , pertiapsa'black patch; bears a pricethat 
would warnihis emtyibowels; will he nqt have 
Miarp' incirarians: nav: ofly;;30/execrate her 
_ andhis: OE Y conſequent 
ly 


> 3 > Ty mas 2, en md el 


to tepine at- the unequal diſtribution of 
| Providence. and add fin to his miſery? The 
"Whial therefore of an alms may be a double 
"Welty.,: to. the ſoul as well as to-the body. 
Tis ſaid of Xenocrates, that a.chaſcd bird fly- 
ing to his boſom,,. he reſcued it with much 
ſatisfaction, ſaying, - He had not bettaied a 
 ppliant;, bur this is in that caſe reyers'd, and 
in-a_higher inſtance ;' for what can be more 
the betraying of a ſuppliant, then-inſtead of 
 fpplying his wants, to rob him of his inno- 
}nce, and be his ſnare in lieu of his refuge ? 
| This is a conſideration. I with more deeply im- 
weſt upon the women of this Age: and truly 
ws their concern it thould be ſo, for ſinceat 
he laſt day. the inqueſt ſhall be ſo particular 
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ic $ 99! this very thing, 'tis but neceſſary they 
| uld examine how they are fitted to pals 
e- a y P 
\| 1a teſt, | 
£1 LET them therefore keep a preparatory 
þ lit- within their own breaſt, reflect upoy 
"ll þ--ad 7 OWp: Di 1 
expences of their vanity, whar the deli- 


cey of their food, what the richneſs and ya- 
fiery of their clothes; nay what the meer hy- 
poeriſies of their dreſs, in falſe haire, and com- 
plexions has coſt them , to which they may al- 
0 add the charge of their recreations and di- 
etiſements , thoſe coltly arts of chaſing away 
.time, which they will one day wiſh to 
recall. - Ler them I ſay compure all this, and 
en confront to it the account of their Cha- 
H rity ; 
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yo a value meerly fromher poyerty, that 
e had no more; by the rule of contrarics we 
may conclude, how defpicable" the 'fcanty - 


 - dblations of the rich arc in Gods account, If . 
A even theirliberality who gave much, was out- }} . 
"= "I 1 \ . A4#; + SS 4 \ + 63 Ain p . "x 
: vied by a farthing, "Mar. 12.4r:t6 whatpoint Þ 


of diminution/ muſt their tiiggardly*offerings, 
who give little, be redu&d'! eſpecially when 
A the Trall be compared with the numerous and 
E coſtly facrifices they made to pride and luxu- 
F Nay I wiſh ſome were not guilty of more 
then the diſproportion., even the total omif- 

fion of Charity, that in a multitude of Tay- 

lors bills cannot produce'the account of one 

Garment for the poor, 'that amidſt the delica- 

cies of their own diet ( 'nay perhaps of their 

dogs too )neverorder'd ſo muchas the crumbs 

of their Table to any hungry Lazarus. But 

let all ſuch remember, that there will come 

atime; whenone of Tab:the's coats; Af g. 9. 

will be of more value then all their richeſt 

Wardrobes; 'tho they could number Gowns 

with'Lucglkss Cloaks, which the Roman Story 

reports to be 5000 ; and thatwhen theirluxuri-. 
; a ous 
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” al}. the, worms, and 

mader them paſſive in;thar. Epicuriſm they a- 
fy. 1 "will rſhrhey had maderhe- 

| [zhg, poor their, refectory ,, and. by 
my apuriſhed 


d chemſelyes, ro, immor- 


3 lt _ Þy 
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Ing y 
BE Hob engiooniytungs 210t ads 3 gt. 
f36+L5:5)this 1 fay be ſeriouſly remembred 
$09: leaſt.bexcafter they, fall-under the ſame - | 
Iuprobrating cemembrance, with the rich man 
the-Goſpel,-Luke,25,.>5 Remember that 


thas.tn thy Jzfs, 4ime neceivedſt thy. good things, 


4. 


#6 Lazams that; high was cuy;, but. now be 
incomfir red, and thow arttormepted. A Text 


$54 GET profiles was cer ſound- 
him look with. ſu- 


Mg/in bis; cars, a8d mage! & WIL 
ſpicion & dread upogthat grandeur jto which 
He was: advanced, 28 fearing, it.might be. de- 
Sand as his; final,ceward..,.. With what: terror 
then may thoſe look. ugey, their preſent;good 
BGings,.. who. tby. ingraſſipg. them. wholly ro 
hemſelyes,, own. them as their entire portion 

| 26d implicitly. ; diſclaim, cheix thare.,, of, the 
future ?. For to;that. nane-muſtpretend,. who 
x6cive. their tranſitory. goods underany othet 
mdtion,- then..that _ a Steward .or. Factor: 
'$-we may ſee. in the, parable: of:the- Talents, 
- Fhere thoſe. that had. the reward. of the five 
andten Cities, were not, ſuch as had conſumed 
their Talents upon their .own riot. and ex- 
'xefſes, butſuchas had induſtriouſly.cmploied 
-them according -to the deſign. of their Lord. 
"Mt; | H 2 = _ And 


ae CE CE ae dria Le eRak > PUNE AR AAAS,” 258 


3 [27 Ny 7 "2 : | St 
7:30 .C $ > LADY * g IE 
oy - * y 
IPs 


And if it RTE) — T IA T epder we: f. 
tHodrded up his Wd 


Pr rofitable' ſervant;*w 
alent” whar thatt* raps bf thoſe; who 
ſquander away theits, 'and' cafigiye no ac- 


count-either of uſe of ptinciple F-* 
, -I2. WERE theſe conſiderations duly laid 
H . heart,” we might tope to ſe&'ſome of the 
0 Primitive Chatity revive,' whe Wom , 


\' Deckings. into Tloathihg a the oor, 
Sd thought no rerinue*fo defireable 
norable as a traitiof Alms-folks: Bur I ſpeak 
improperly , when Þ make the\poor their at- 
tendance /-for indeed they ratherartehded the 
poor, did not ohly order the: fipply; of their 
wants ,” 'but were themfglves their miniſters, - 
waited about their fick beds, -dreſttheir moſt 
loarhſom'ulcers; and defeended' 'to all the moſt 
ſervile offices'about them. © > 
13. Burt theſe” were ſuch heights ; ſuch 
tranſcendencies of mercy, '35 required a deep- 
er foiindation of Humili ity then will 'now be 
often niet'with ; yer'let' me take the occaſion. 
ro fay., that it may be a good matiagery of a 
charity to'act ( as far as they can) perſonally 
in. it. - For beſides thar it preveiits ſome a- 
buſes and frauds, which deputed Agents may 
ſomtimes be temted to, they pay God a 
double*tribute init oftheir perſons, as well as 
| wu [fortunes. Next they bring themſelves 
into a with the poor, and by that 
LIT means 
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F i Ins corre 'thofe" contemts. and nice: dif 
is Faw; which their own proſperity is too apr 
wereate: ' Fyrther yer , rhey excite their owa 
oftipatf on, which being a motion of the ſen- 
fave part of 'the/mind, -catmovbe ſtirrd:fo 
ectually. by any thing , as by the preſence of 
th pbje&t ; the: moſt-patheric tragicall deſcri- 
ben of a diſtreſs, being nor able to affe&tus 
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Hf ſo much as ohe ocular demonſtration. 
Ia F tis atrvapt means to encreaſe theirthank> 


falacſs 'to' Almighty God; ' whoſe bounty co 
ſelves muſt needs make a deeper impreſli- 
Lk when *tis/ compared /withthe neceſſitous 
mairion of.others. . For-things are beſt illu- 
red by their contraries',' and *tis roo obſer- 


, Erillt in our depraved nature, that we value nor 


thing 'by their real poſitive worth, but eom-+ 
eivel; as they excel others , nor eyer make 
i riphit eſtimare of; whar weenjoy , till our own 
Eothers wants inſtruct us. - 9 
"34 Uron: all theſe confiderations it may 
lwa"very becoming uſeful ' circumſtance: in 
aty:charitable miniilry to be:themſelyes the. 
Kors; and to that end *twill be a very; com> 
wendable induftry'; to qualify. chemfolves to 
helpful ro the poor on as many inſtances:as 
wycan ; not only opening their purſes, _ bur 
penſatories too , providing: medicines for 
Kh "as either by diſeaſe, or caſualty :want 
that forr of relief. A- charity which I doubr 
vat practiſed by many , and I wiſh it _ 
*3 ' ; F : y 
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- Byb more ,./that;-our niceto Dames: who ſhudy i 
only Coſmetics-for themiclyes, would change 
the) Scehe;;-and; inſtead; of:irepdiring .or dil if 
guiſing theie:own complexions,, ſtudy.there-W 
auration'oÞ;their  decrepir patients limlz.* 
And ES aleſs faſhionable, tis muchaN* 

_ better 'ſight:20 ſee:a Ladybinding up a fore, If, 
then: paintinig:her. face;! arid-the. will caſt, 
much: ſweetet: favor. in Gods noſtrils; wi 
che:fmelt of unguent.and-balfems, then with 
-che; moſt exquiſite /odors/afdi perfumes; + Far 
ſince God: profeſſes;, 1/a:-5: that thar yeryj 
ſhip "was an zabomnation to:bvm:,' becauſe; act 
accompanied with.the Acts of Metcy , we cat 
not think-he: will better [like-of thoſe, which 
have /no higher aim theh delicacy. and. fer 
ſuality: {- TO ec IS9ft H.27 2M 28 245716 Al 
:: :/D5.::BuT , beſides . this;:pare-:of mercy: in 
Giving , there is another;”that of Forgiying, 
which mayihappen-to be of; a. larger extent 
chew the former i; for whereas that was cor- 
Fido thepoor, this has-noſuch limits, but 
4s:id is-poſſible tobe injured by; perſonsof Al 

_ eanks?, ſo this pardoning :mefey. is to reache- 
qualby: with char; poſſibility. >:{This is thatpatt 
df Charity which:we peculiarly-/call Clemen-Yj; 
oy, a'Vertue which not only:Chriſtianity but 
Morality recommends. , The. Ancient /K0- 
mans had iitin-fuch veneration, that thiy}: 
rd it not only among;Vertues but Der + 

7 | | nel * 
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as track out. his eye ; *but 'entertain'd 
ay in his /houſe;- and by his gentile admo- 
wions-reclaim'd him from his former vitious 
ie-4r:i/t:des being after ſignal ſervices, 
| tic without crime; * unjuſtly-banithed by his 
(trzens, was ſo far from _ orimpreca- 


tipagainſt them ,” thar ar his departure from 
Mhens he ſolemnly praied the: Gods; that 
by” might never by any trouble'or diſtreſs 
b&forced to recall him. So Phocion being 
juſtly condemned; left iras a ſolemn charge 
this ſon 'Phocas, that herſhould never re- 

| fenge him. A multitude of the like examples 
mphr be produced, but we need not borrow 

ht from their faint Tapers, when we have 
#&Sun-beams, I mean the Sun of Righteouſ- 
as, our bleſſed Savior; who,' as he has re- 
gmmended this grace by his 'precept, ſo he 

as fionally exemplified it td us in his Pra 
tice ;- the whole deſign of his deſcent to earth 
Ring only ro reſcue Ris enemies from deſtru- 

i. fon. And as every part of his life, ſo'the 
ics] MF Scene of it was 'particularly adapted _ 
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thisend,/and:his expiring Breath expendedin 
* mediating for his: rar en Fathor. forgne 
them, Tnk.2.3: 34 And this: copy. of his was 
tranſcribed: by his firſt followers ; the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians in their ſeyereſt Martyrdoms 
praying for-their-perſecutors. - _ 
-FHus:we ate; in the Apoſtles Phraſe, 
compaſſed about: with a cloud of witneſſes , Heb, 
12:1. of emineht examples , which ought to 
have, a forcible: influence -upon all ; but me- 
thinks ſhould not fail to have'it on that Sex; 
whoſe . native - tenderneſs predifpoſes- them to 
the Verrue, and who need but ſwim with the 
ſtream: of their own inclinations. How can 
we think that their: melting eies ſhould ever 
. ſparkle fire. erdelight in ſpeRacles of cruel- 
_ ty? that their flexible render hearts ſhould 
_ turn into Steel or Adamant; be uncapable of 
all impreſſions of: pity ? Yet-God knows ſuch 
changes have too often bin. ſeen : women 
have. not only pur off :thar ſoftneſs peculiar 
to:them , but the common Inſtin& of Hu- 
manity., and -haye exceeded not only ſavage 
men, but beaſts incruelry. There haye bin too 
frequent inſtances of the implacable- malice, 
and inſatiable cruelties of women. I need not 
» callin the aid of Poetic fiction, and'tell them 
of Glytenmeſtra , Medea , or the Belides , with 
hundreds-of others, celebrated as inſtances of 
Heroic wickedneſs. There; are examples & 
noygh (in :more | authentic: Stories, - The' Ro- 
hd. man 
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3 -: : Of Gompaſſion '''” 65 
die 74s, the Perſian Pary/atis, and that 
ye may not paſs by the ſacred Annals, Fezebel 


Bad f+4a..1 forbear tomultiply examples of 
- i his:kind;; of which: all. ages have produced 
© fome ſo:eminent ,. as; have renderd-it a com- 

_ BE aon(obſeryation ,, that no cruelty. exceeds 
; | that-of an exaſperated woman. And.it-js not 

© auch-to.be wonder'd at,:;ifince nothing can 
beſo-ill in its priſtine ſtate;, as that which de- 
encrates from a better... No enmity weknow 
er-as: that of alienated friends; no ſuch 
tſecution as that of Apoſtates , and propor- 
tionably no ſuch ferity. as that of a perverted 

| mildneſs;; - So. rhat-the Poets were not much 
mwe,,who.as they repreſented the Graces un- 

der the figures of women, ſo they did the Fy- 

| ries: too: And fince/'ris. in their eletion 
| vhich-part they will at , they ought :ro be 
yery jealous-over themſelves. The declina- 
ions. ro-any. vice are gradual, ſometimes at 

et. ſcarce. diſcernable ;. and probably the 
reateft monſters of (cruelty ; would at the be- 
lning - baye deteſted thoſe inhumanities 

hich afretwards' they ated with greedineſs. 

| 288. I 2,-concerns .them therefore to ward 
thoſe beginnings whoſe end may be. ſo fatal. 
The-thar is quick in apprehending: an affront; 
grhaps will nor be ſo quick in diſmiſſing that. 
 gprehenſfion; and if. it be-permitred to ſtay ,. 
will quickly improve:;.cwenty lirtle circum- 
icesſhall be ſuboen'd 40: foment it with new. 
1 £ ſuſpi- 
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Caſpicions, till arlaſt irgrow to aquarrel, fron 
thence: to- harred |, from-that to* malice; and 
from'that'ro revenge: and when that black 
paſſion has overſpreadithe mind? like an E: 
iandarkneſs it adinitsno gleam of Reaſon 

or K gion', bur” hurries the entue'd blind: 
w_ to their owh tuin'oftenas well as vrhers; |: 
| pthbp none think this-only 'x' fancy of 
ſhe of Difcourſe'; there haye'bin too ma! 
ny- rragical' expertments/ of irs? eracte;/» Ho 

x Mow tmen-have bis morally caged upon 
no' weightier originatrhen the ſpleewy ofa h Wo4 
man? the frantic notion'sf hoavt atrong 'out þf j 
DO ficly correſpondinp whe ty fra 
ic impulſes of feminine revenge ;*and any: 


| inary-infury ( or: perhapsbut3juſtimputa- 
on Ye che Lady y ,- Sblivix 5 og ro 
ruſh-upon-the moſt #6 th and Udfiper. x 
madineſs ſomthing/{beyond /thar? which rhe 
Romances deſl cielo Knight Errghtry::'for 
on encrally is for the-'relief>of Wiſtteſſed 
| amfilts | "er this:is:6nly-ro hilton: the roo 
wor erous:0nes;, the inſotent andthe provid; 
Thoſe therefore thatthaye 'obſery&d2the com- 
mon” octafions: of Duels ;: havent | unfir 
ly: :divided! them berween Winetund Wo- 
men>;is being hardro' ſypmohichvig he moſt 
intoxicatingtand: beſpeving} >The J6#i :of Sy 
rac:dduplevthemrqgether, a 29/1: Hnnw 
and Wometowilimuto wen of \aoatenft Pandipg fu 

—_—_ OI CEN IRIENS "This! 
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giehief, 25 they ſhould ſtrike an xtreme rer- 
wrinto thoſe Women who have bin-any way 
Wn. the death, or bus danger, of any 
mn; ſo.arc racy juſt matter of caurion. to. all, 
ſoo regulate their Paſſions, that they neyer 
come within :diſtance- of Implacability ; for 
once they arrive there, themſelves cangive 
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40 order to this, 'twill be well to con- 
der at the firſt incitation , what: the real 
round is ; perhaps ſomtimes they are angry 
38 the Galatians were at St. Paul, Gal. 4.10.) 
& thoſe that tell them the truth 5 ſome ſcanda- 
bus, or at. leaſt: ſuſpicious, behaviour may 
| ave engaged a friend to admoniſh them ; (an 
aflice that has ſomtimes_ proved yery fatal : 
thoſe commonly that have .moſt guilt having 
[eſt patience to, hear .of ig.) And if this: be 
he caſe, 'tis the-greateſt injuſtice in the world 
make that a.quarrel which is really an ob- 
gation : and therefore inſtead of. maligning 
deir Monitor , they ought to thank and re- 
(erence him, Nay , $5 the accuſation be not 
ith that candid deſign, but be meant as. a- re- 
proch ; yet if it be true, it ſhould nor excite 
ger at their accuſers,, but remorſe, and re- 
mation in themſelyes. _. _ 

a1. IT was the ſaying of a Wiſe man ; that 
be; profited more by. his enemies. then. his 
ends;- becauſe they would tell him more 
maodly:of his faults. And this is excellently 
ati FS © improved 
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injury. - Burſuppoſe, in the laft place, tha YR 
rhe aſperſion be not only unkind, bar untrue, 8 
it will not. even then be ſafe to let looſe to 
their indignation. , Firſt, in-reſpet'of Pru- 
dence, an angry. vindication ferving the de- 
ſign of the enemy , and. helping ro ſpread he 
uy ;. whereas a wiſe negle& and difſem- 
; bling do's often ſtifle and ſuppreſs it.” Second: 
ly in reſpect of duty, for Af that own them- 
Gives Chriſtians, muſt confefs, they are un- 
der an obligation to forgive,” and nor to re- 
venge. - Now if they intend to pay A real «- 
bedietice to this Precepr,” *twill be the more 
eaſie, the ſooner they. ſet to it. .He' that ſees 
his houſe on fire, will not dally with the flame, 
much leſs blow, or extend ir, refolving to 
quEnch'it at laſt. And angeris as little tobe 
truſted, which if once throughly kindled,, will 
fcarce' expire but with the' deſtrution of the 
hjb je works on. 
| T6LEF therefore the diſoblig'd not look 
back upon. the injury , bur forward to rhoſe 
miſchiefs which too ſharp a reſentment may 
betray them to: ler them conſider, rhar the 
boilifg of their blood may, finally cauſe the 
effuſion of anothers, and wrath may ſwell in- 
to murdet."If they would do this, and inſtead 


of 


ren . EP - 
——_ x © 


% 
— P 


4 


5-4 © © © = =. 


29 op & EK 


—_— ST. 


23 22> £23. i272 ft x 


—_ , 


od +4 he NG : NOIR 3 \. 8 Spe 
| pts. 4 HE 8 : » 4s. wh ; 
;  £ ? 4 n 2 a - - = 
_ —_—_——*T" Fy 6 
-$ * + Ba ; p 
FP I 'S 0 = "FP © w 9 
; + TI... T nf > 1 - % 
ns 114%, - 


meſs emanitying optics wherein they yiew 
HDL d T5 F | L F co 8 Vo y 

Wrong , .make uſe of the other end of the 
peciye, © ro diſcern the diſmal event ar 
akce; it would ſure fright them from any 
wearer aproch, would keep, them withia 
tho bounds which their duty preſcribes 
Wm, and thereby acquaint them with a 
ch greater, and more ingenuous. pleſure 
« heft revenge can give them, 1 
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Wan, that of forgiving injuries, and obligir 

K injurious. This is 2 pleſure fo Segng 
the x. ſo noble ind heroic, that none bur 
tional natures are capable of it; whereas 
thar of Spight and Revenge ( if it can be 
called a pleſure) is a mere beſtial one; every 
the molt contemtible animal can be angry 
when 'tis moleſted, and endeayor to return 
223. IT ſhould therefore, methinks, be an 
aly determination, whether ro embrace thar 
Gemency and Compaſſion which we ſee ex- 
enplified in the wiſeſt and beſt of men, nay 
in-the omniſcietit , immortal God; or that 
ſwage fierceneſs of the ignobleſt creatures. 
This is certain, that no woman would be con- 
teat to aſſume the outward form of any of 
hoſe: why then ſhould they ſubje& their 
wbler:parr, the mind,. to ſach a transforma- 
ton ?- For as there ate no monſters ſo de. 
rmed, as thoſe which are _ ay of 


wan and beaſt; fo among them all, nothing 
| can 
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e e Rs uent 

wi plot in, [ Es d ſtream, _ 
oe. at broken 7 nz. nor is there at any 
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indeed its ſources, . common experience wil 
atteſt : thoſe of che greateſt Minds, and beſt 
Exrractions ,' | being afuatly moft condeſceng. 
and obligin , | hordes thoſe of moſt ab. 
jel e's +, rg are the: moſt inſulting 
mperious. Dexamber the Great, thoter. 

5x in the field, ar was of agentle, complai 
amiliazly Fearing thoEs 

inus., Narcifſies,, Nimphidj- 
Wee) bond-men , we find 
ly Frag pliog, 5 Os the, Roman Senators 
I Walently. erefore.a great ctror for 
cn BL ps 1: acquirea re: 
Freencs by: L pexciuious gravity, 
Peking Ark ating upon. all about 
ar. from; that, that it gives aſu- 
ar ig but a pageantry of greatneſs, 
m-newly ſprungup., that ſtands ſo 

ad fwells ſo much: Burinſtcad of regch- 

eh ccep theirdiſtance ,. hls eieSidon 
ai nmiresghem: to ke mech &ion, ay 


pays Os aequire comney s/f it 

i ee > ep 
any blemilkens: a kind lookor, } 

A,Syperior. is, ſtrangely charming, 

| avi mens hearts from 
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Wm. This the Wiſe man refers to Zcele/: 18. 
when he prefers a word' before a Gif. 
4 dPtis Phlatarch's obſeryation of Clcomenes 
Jap of Sparte, that when the Grecians com- 
ed his/Afability andeaſineſs of Acceſs with 
Weſullerifitare and pride. of the Princes; they 
Were fo'cnamored with it ; -that they judged 
Wm only worthy to be-a King. And as there 
Sho cerrainer, ſo alſo notheaper way of gain- 
ig love: a frieridly faluration is as cafie as & 
owior reproch: and that kindneſs may be 
| eſeryed: by: them, - which if once forfeited, 
| vill dot at a fat greacet prize be recovered; 
#4 BEsSrDEs; when human viciflitudes are 
'@nſidered, it may be a point of Prudence too z 
the greateſt Perſons may ſomtimes want aſli- 
Mnce from rhe meanefſt; 'nay ſomrtimes the 


44 


| be: of affairs is quire — and the wheel 


| EFortune turns theni loweſt thar were upper> 
molt; *and proportionably elevates the mean- 
UW” *Tis wiſdom therefore ſo to treat all, as t6 
ave no inipreſſions ofunkinditeſs, . ſince none 
Wodeſpicable, bur may poſſibly ar onetime or 
ther have an opportunity to retaliate... *Twas 
tefefore a wake 4 ; as well as an equitable re: 
rior of the Eniperor; who ſaid he would ſo 
atertdin'the addreſſes of his Subjects, as, ifhe 
ere "4" Subje&, - he: world wiſh the Prince 
Wild efiterthin him: 4 rule very worthy to 
Way all Perſons of Honor in their entercourſe: 

i -orhers, ' And-ſince/tyen among Perſans 
Wet K in 
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menits.;'and then reflect, that it the. give the 
like -to-thoſe below! her, they will doubtleſs 
have the ſame ſenſe ; and therefore letherre; 
folve never to offer what ſhe ſo, much diſlikes 
to bear: and ſhe that do's thus , that-makes ſuch 
' inferences; will: convert an injugy; into a Be 
nefit ;\: civilize, her ſelf by.the rudeneſs of 0 
thers.; and make that il, nurture.her. own di- 
ſeipline. 'P 4319 "2 6n4 1: | 
-- . 5.: Bur hitherto:we:conſider Aﬀability on- 

ly inits ethnic dreſs, asitis a human ornament; 
- twill appear. yet: more. enamoring. upon a ſe: 
condview ,- when welook- on it, as; bearing the 
impreſs of the Sancuary.,. as adivine Vertue, 
And thatitis capable of-being ſo., we have the 
gutority of..St, Paw," who inſerts it.in the num«. 
ber of thoſe Chriſtian Graces which he recom- 
mends to his Roman: Proſelytes;.. Conde/cend 
to them of low eftate, Rom. t2. 16, And that 
we'may the better diſcern its yalue, 'tis obſerya- 
ble that. he links itwith:the moſt eminent Ver- 
eue of Humility ; foritimmediatly follows his 
Precept:of Be not high minded. Indeed tis not 
only joined with itas a Friend or Allie, butde- 
rived from it as its ſtock; and Principle, and 

f certainly 
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oy £ ie Ereration' it pak 

ry being the 4 5 atid Ornega of 

Fils: c 1 Which ſes the foundation(with- 
Ny hich'r the moſt” rowting Structure will bur 

(jr {elf with, its own weight ( and that 

Wl erfedts and cothitijmntes' the building 
1 as; cures and crowns' all other haves 
which when they are moſt 'verdanr and flouri- 
fng ; ate like Zones his gourd ,” thatmay af- 
rd ime ſhadow and refreſhment fora while* 
ll t are apr to breed x =Þe worm whichwill de- 
4 [heſh: 'When once they are ep” 6 bv 
ic e” they yi ſtantly fade and withet ;ſoneceſ- 
bk Hu liry both' for the acquiring and 


nm} of ſerving's all” Tt is-good'in us. 
, 6. WE, ay BY 


therefore conclude ; that Cour- 
2 244 OG ligingnefs of behq yior which pro- 
ſe, £406 "1s in, reſpec of? its {prirg'and 6- 
Þ ial, "Infinitly tobe preferr'd hefore' that; 
's ch deſcend from ho higher ſtockthen na+ 
"of prudefitial mbrives.” And fince tis ;ra- 
2 pl for eV prodittion to. haye” ſome fimi- 
f ALKY; ich ptbgucesir, weſhallfndir 
xcellent in tefp ſpect of its rties 
| yt pen f ſhaft inftance on! 7 ire two, 
Wh rity and \Conſtaney” © 
7 FORE 1efitft, asfar as 'Afabilii Ppaſrakes 
tnilit y,it muſt of Sh cerity alſo® Ly bo 
"i ertue Whoſe Ve ments ac&} ai (refs 
Wi Afcicy 7 for a A” no deſighS' which 
[nr - a cover, ſoit nceds none of thoft fubtte+ 
KR 2 : ries 
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tics s and fmularions, 2 thoſe Preunecs and arti- ante. 
fices requifiee to thoſe tha - Tis the Pre. 
cept of 1 the Apoſtle, I -M 3 . . In irukie] | 
mind bet each efteem athers better then himſei 5 L 
where: we ſec tis the nature of alowly mindto Wi 
rransfer. thar eſteem-ro others which he ſub- 
Ee from imſelf; now where ſuch anc: 
Landy planted in thg heart, ir yerifies all the 
ons, and ourward ſignifications of re- 


= 2nd. renders rhe cn condeſcentions 


which to an inſolent! r Ark om. extra» 


yagantand aflaed)realand ynkig 
WE On the contrary, tha EVE: which 
derives no. higher then from meer Sho wo prin. 

—_— , is not muchtohe gonhdeflin, 'Tisthe 
wn 


iſtsaffirmation tha# a//men are: Ears: and 
therefore there mg: enapoſi ulity of de- 
Eeir jn.1 their inet theys. Somtimes we know | 
nd plauſible whreſſes have hin de- 
as the ſtale to vile and xrecherous pra- 
rs The Suns #29 blandiſhments and 
= behayior of Alſlon 0 ro, Ye people, 
cal their hearts , an adyance his 
incyded ellion,, 2. Sam: 15.4 avidrell 
'. whaſe da whe are/0 ofterth ben butter, 
Kron in the heart; whaſe words wer 
then ot, and yet were very ſword ds, Pal. 
55: 22, and God knows this Age has not fo 
- improved in fincerity, thar we ſhould - 
ik o 9 fame Fears, arc Or daily RIO oyer 
91 
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4: IT "beſ "des Aly the blacker mn r= of 
kind, which nothing bur the eyent can de- 
p | thre is a lower fort of this trechery, 
1b is yiſtble, nay. fo avowed, thatitis one 
+-moſt common ſubjects of mirth and en- 
amen: I mean that of ſeoffing and deri- 


k 2 thing! roo frequentam yagell but fear 


ſay yery peculiarly among Ladies, thoſe 
Weſt f the modilh ſort, tek yery civilitics 
jt cs being often deſign 'd togain matte 


| tf wi and laughter. Murual, viſits we kno 


ja expreſſion of reſpe&t, and ſhould flo\ 
'Fy real kindneſs , bur if thoſe now in ufe 
how' few will be found of that make ? 


» 


2 e\ Gor ar the beſt formal , a tribute rarher 


to: cuſtom rhe friendſhip, , "990 many £2 

Thoſe, for: Whom the erfectly in- 
Mp . whethe: rthey findtl ns iveordead, 

l'or fick., Nox yery often they are worle 
'd only to make obſervations, 

uthing- ridiculous wherewith 


th! f Port RES aprR ſoon as they are gon z 
ac "le ft the inqueſt ſhould return'with a 208 


VR tus, they will accepr of the lighteſt Gif: 
's ; the leaſt miſplacing of aword, nay 


'F is wy br th eme Baked for a ©91 
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may be the more ample ſubje&' 'of their ſcot 
Such, viſirs as theſe, 097 rinfidious 8 intcuſ 
OuS 'of a tpy rather then the ; good office of 4 


Pat's 3 and when tis remembred how oe 


thy kind: 


& "aut $0 i pos on 


| 2 I bv 
nitgntial dnals - and” Ur it Tpend thicket time 
me then] ny Fitting Nip hh E diret their y 
S £0 bFnL Pl this. they I: 
; th p they Fond Exchange Py heir 
ere fo Slice (thit kind'of paintan 
Leen in Kolg gners, ) for tha at,rriie Cele 
condeſcently oy Nach 3 wits: of no deceit, 
"4 as EFAnIpArent a Firth 
any, YL . 
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Fr 
Wghink ir nor. an. arbitrary, matter, but'a | 
gebc to pay,;a reſpect rg thoſe he think: 
berrers ; and anhbymble mind will in eyery 
ads find ſomthing or other to prefer to him- 
i..So that he 3 onafixtprinciple, and 
got in. danger ,of thoſe contradicions in' his 
manners , which ſhall render him ane day ſweer 
adaffable, an another ſowre and moroſe. But 
{ach mucations are frequently incident to thoſe 
whoare ſwaied by other motives: ſomtimes an 
wereſt changes, and: then the moſt fawning 
Sicophant can , tranſplant his. flatreries and 
auctia new Patron;,..yea many times to the 
&lpight and vilifying of the old. ES Were 
022; SOMTIMES again, fortune may change; 
man. may fall from a proſperous to an adverſe 
ate;-.and then . thoſe: who were prodigal of 
heir cjvilities whilſt he needed; nothingeelſe, 
al withdraw even . thoſe from him, leaſt 
bey-ſhould incourage him to demand ſom- 
thing more. An'experiment of this Jeb made 
whis friends ( or-rather flatterers ) whom 
he fitly compares to winter brooks, run- 
ing. -over when. not needed, but quite dry 
mea they are. h | 
133. .Bur the moſt frequent change is that 
tancy and humor, which has a much more 
on -f fway then. reaſon andjudgment.: This, 
$5 obſervable in-this vulgar. rable, thar of-. 
in, an inſtant, they . will ſhift paſſions, 
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ud hate: this hour what they dored on the. 
"il: £7 | laſt, 
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(roueee degree of | 
' her revolutions obſerves ſome cotiſtant pe 
riods; and we can tell in her wain when he 
Ill be ar full; fo that ſhe has a kind of cy 
inty evyeti it her platierary errors; bur what 
Ephemierides'can be framed forfome womens 
humors ? -whs 'cari tell how-long the preſent 
will laſt ? and what will be the next that will 
fucceed? ©. Hd IE 
't4. I need not bring inſtances of theirin? 
conſtance fram that common place of paſſio/ 
ate widows; who have' let -a new love'fail 
even. through* rhoſe floods'of rears where” 
with they bewailed the old :''for (beſides that 
that is 4 caſe wherein'poſſibly they may find 
rater enough for retortionJ'it is here'a lit 
of ide from way' purpoſe ; which deſigns nb 
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gilition. Ke inro their es 
Ja on , wherejn thar love of yatiety 
fo remarkable © in their habir;, their 
ir diverſions, Extends it ſelf often ro 
mm fipam their friendſhips alfo and con- 
Fon intimacies which they che- 
ily, quickly: grow deſpicable, and at 
eons, and conſequently their beha+ 
m kind and civil; to cold and: diſ- 
"4 doubr not this has often birt pro- 
Fwy of thoſe humble cormhyanions ; 
Mciouſly attend them , who cannor al- 
Aix'themiclyes, no not by thoſeflareries 
" ' introduced them : ſomie'new- comer 
P: a betrer tefined the Art ! 3nd do's the 
Win ' more acutely and ingEgjouſly , and 
& old one is to be turjted off a: as. roo groſs 
dphant ;- or if cheyhave bin fo happy as 
[Enpon ſom of a more generous temper; 
id of a ſeryile compliance with their 

E and high chara&ers of their worth, 
"ther with rhe rrue imiges''6f them. 
398 endeyor to make what-others on- 

& them, this is that unpardonable crime 
y defeits all degrees of favor, and do's not 
gyert, bur incenſe.” A faithfat Monirot 
ut Wnacgeprable as a true Looking-glaſs roa 
Ergo: which at che'beft vill be fet 
Thy eſcapes well-if nor bigken ;\ hd 
rear perſons" drſpetice their favbrs of 

* aingtd ſuck perverſe meſure asthef;, 
3 L as 
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to do it unjuſtly 
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16. A ND- ſure *tis none . of the meaneſt at- 
tributes due to that excellent vertue of humili- 


To thar it can thus fix and poiſe the mind, cure 


ole yertigoes and giddy. humors ,-incident,t 
thoſe who are mounred aloft; and aboyeall, 
that it is. a ſure Antidote againſt the moſt inl- 
nuating-poiſon of flattery., a holy ſpel or amy: 
ler againſt the yeriem, of a Parifire, whichthe 
Philoſopher juſtly calls. the worſt ' of tame 
beaſts , asa Detractor is of wild:. He being it- 
deed akindof Vulture, in the way: of ſeizure, 
noleſs thenravine; who firſt picks out thee 
—Y | Jan 0 
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which he defigns to prey upsn; ſuffer- | 

at-the perſon concern'd'to ſee atiy thin 
bar deſtruction which he is to feel, An 
lnly none of the ominous Birds - no niphr 
en or. ſcrech-Owl can” abode half ſo -diſ- 
F as theſe domeſtic Birds of prey, which 
, Ffronly preſages; butinſtruments of ruine 


2:2" nxt) 


geloeyver they haunr: | | 
9 ''T is therefore the univerfal” coticern 
thoſe thatare great'and ipertos , to chaſe 
m away , as Abraham did the Fowles from 
Sactifice, Ger. 15. rr. but yet more pecu- 
ly {oof thoſe to'whom fortunchas given a 
gen riſe ,! and unexpected grandeur , thay 
Ws of all others o_ Sorts gt rn penn 
ror Harpies. The ſurprizes of proſperity - 
ms leſs diſturb the Jadvment the ſock 
Retfity : "and as 'one Who is in-an inftant 
htup'to ſome high Tower, is foatnazed to 
imfelf there, that he has nojuſtmeſure of 
ealticade'; but thinks every thing farther be- 
Fhim'then iris : ſothey that aſcend topreat- 
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"2 with , ahd inferring from the 
Meanities obtained, the tranſcehding merit of 
Fae" obrtainer. 'A- piece of Sophiſtry which 
ond L 2 the 
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the ſlighteſt, obſerver may eaſily; confute; al 
Ages. giving inſtances. of thoſe whoſe Vice 
' have preferred them ,' and. by a ſtrange Chymi, 
ſiry hay g 


e extrafted Honor- aut: of. infamous 
acts. -+ Yer to. a mind; poſleſt with its ownad- 
miration, this ſhall paſs for a-demonſtrarion, 
Fo trecherqus a thing is Pride, thatjt combines 
with all who deſign to cheat us +and indeed 
"tis. not. only An acceſſary., bur the principal; 
none being in. danger by athers flattericy,, who 
are not fir{tſeducedby their own. +, ..... 
© I8, I will therefore be.a-point.of Wiſdom 
for all Perfons 'of Honor. to ;cacreaſe.their,caus 
tion; with-their fortune, and as.they multiply 
their, Retinues-without,,,; ſo eſpecially to in} 

, force: their; Guard within; that they becom 
not ſlaves-ixo | their own Greatneſs, , T1; -nof 
themſelves in ſuch a poſture of State , a8 to be, 
come immoveable to allithe offices, of Huma: 
nity and Civility, nor think that their admiſ- 
fon to; Greatneſs is upon. the fame. terms. on 
which. the Jews were. wont to receive theix 
Proſclytes, that they; muſt:renaunce all their 
formex.-xelarions-, byt to remember, that they 
differ! no,motefromorhers,, then as a,counter 
fetin the place of thouſands or hundreds, do's 
From 0ne.ſet, in, the place of tens/or. unats. A 
Hire ttanfpoſirion may quite alter the Falſe; or 
howeyer, when they.arcall. taken oft, rhe ſcore 

'#hey are, then indiferiminarly : tumbled; roge- 
cher , and; qne. has. no precedence. of AI 
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1 E:: or p5=n0g So W's on 
: difference between the greateſt 
i, and the meaneſt Servant.; when Death 
Great Leveller, | ſhall have: mixt them ; 
4 be no inquiſitivn\in the Grave who 
& embalmed, or perfumed thither; and 


5 % earned man ſaies, the Ulcers of Laza- 


will: make as good duſt asthe paint of Fe- 


"09 IH L ſhall be thought ro have out- 


y.. Fubjec, . of inftead of that amiable 
wo Afﬀabiliry ; and univerſal Obliging- 


" phe great Ornament of Life , to introduce 


; figure. of Death ,- char -ſullen Exe- 
1 whgm- no Gift, ;,no, /praiers can 
ty.; Yet. I cannot yield it; wholly. at 

45 emt.; for -/as;; its final ſtrecke: cures all 
firmities-of rhe body, , ſoithe fore-fi; he 
WE plon of: it is as\mych. a Cath 
In; for all the. maladies: of the-mind; eſpe- 
ibs:that of inſolence and diſdain. For == 
F.cannor much-pzide themſelves inany ex- 
tion,, that remember they muſt finally fall 
che! duſt; nos arrogantly deſpiſe others, 
p xonſider that rhemſclves ſhall one day be 
led over by worms andinſedts.. Such men- 
{deſcenrs, .into.:the vault, or ;charnel-bo1ſe, 
35 beſt diſciplines for the demeanor. in o- 


Er; places , according tothe admpnition. Of 


IVAe man , » Remember they gnd,, 'and 4/1 


Ft are da amife, qc GD {ut wou EET: 
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Of Pity. 
x. ASTLY-, To'compleat and crown 
_all other Excellencies, nothing is {0 
proper, ſo neceſſary as Piety and Deyotion. 
This is the falt which ſeaſons all Sacrifices; 
yea, the Altar which ſan&Rifies the Gift; no 
good ( how ſplendid: ſoeyer-/in the fight of 
man) being acceptable to God; till it be thus 
cunſocrared and have this' ſeal of. the San- 
, Etuary upon'-it. This is'a Verrue truly Di- 
vine as well inirs original as-is end; for asit 
comes from Heaven, (is'an'afflarion'of the 
vleſſed Spirit) ſoit tendsthitheralfo; and rhi- 
ther raiſes its V otaries. -This'is it which ſub-. 
limates and fpititualizes Humanity , 'defecats 
and refines it' from all the'dregs- of mortal 
& ,. and ſo wings our earthly lumpiſh'nature, 
that we can ſoar aloft to the region of Spirits, 
and by its raprures make' ſome effay- of 'that 
| ſlate of ſepatartisn, eveti while we'arclinked 
-to the body! This is'it which eombines us fo 
with God';/ that we have theſame intereſt} the 
Name clivicesz Hay it do's ita ſort 'communi- 
cate and -eritetehange ptopricties with him; 
the All-powerful God ſcents impotent and un- 
« 4 " 
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torefiſt its influence, whilſt it inveſts us 

le wretches in a kind of Omnipotency , by 
gmging him for us who can do all things. 
=z Now this Picty, may be conſidered ci- 


= 


| M ther in 2 larger, or morekimited ſenſe :'in the 


- Ffariner 'tis as wide as the wholefcheme of Du- 
' Bi not confined to any one at, but extend- 
" * Widto all the commands of God. For as the 
Wimal ſpirit diffuſes its ſelf into all the moſt 
Wancmembres of the body ; ſo this more vi- 
at Principle has as wane an influence on 
te mind., ſtamps that with ſuch an admirati- 
mand reyerence of God, ſuch a love and 
mmplacency in him, thatevery act is (atleaſt 
Wbitvally ) defign'd to obey and glorific him. 
2. 1x the more limited ſenſe, Piety is ta- 
a@ for our more immediate intercourſe with 
in things purely divine, as Adorations, 
lajcrs, Afpirations, and all pantings and brea- 
| gs of the ſoul after him; and in this noti- 
tis more ptiaarly called Deyotion. 
Wd this is comprehended'in the other, as a 
wet in the whole; nay indeed, as anefie&in 
|.cauſe; for where Piery has not firſt formed 
nd modeled the ſoul, there can be no true 
eyotion. External forms of it there may be, 
it that is but ceremony and pageantry, the 
oft ſubmiſſive proſtrations are there but like 
ar of Dagor before the Ark , the fall of a 
Feleſs trunk ; the moſt eleyated cies but a 
nd of conyulſive motion ; and the moſt ri- 
on vid 
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pid mortifications, -but 
f Baats Prie 
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And accordingly Socrates has excellently (1 
had almoſt ſaid Evangelically ) defined, thy 
beſt way. of worſhipping God, to be the doing 
what he commands. Indeed without this, out 
Deyotion is'meer ſtratagem anddeſign, wein- 
yoke God as we uſe to cajole men , only tg 
ſerve a preſerit tut; and of ſuch difinge- 
nuous addreſſes; *tis eafie to read the event, of 
if we cannot; $9/omon will inſttutus, Prov, 
15. 8. the Praters of the wicked are anabom- 
nation to the Lord. SEES ; . 
4. To treat of the ſeveral branches of Pie- 
ty in the firſt notion, is not agreeable to the 
infetided brevity of this Treatiſe; nor nec? 
fary, becauſe there are ſo many diſtin Tradts, 
extant on that Subjet'; yer I ſhall the more 
cloſely to adapt it to my female Readers; ob- 
ſerve theypropriety of it to women, riot only 
as it is theirgreateſt ornament and adyantage, 
but eſpecially as they have ſomwhat more © 
prediſpoſition wing þ it in their native tem? 
24 Gods Laws whichare the rule of Piety; 
wave this common with mens, that they are 


inforced upon'us by the propoſals both ofpis 
Et niſhments 


. ACS Ge BREE, 
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RV... 7 1 Of Toevy-* F1t 89 
ents and rewards, by that means:engage- 
Iwo of our:moſt ſenſible paſſions,: Fear and 
s;: andthe female Sex being eminent for 
pungency- of both theſe, :rhey are conſe- 
mrly che better prepared for the impreſſions 
gKcligion. TEY "Pea ths ani. 
Fs. THis: is ſo much acknowledged, that 
wr amaſculine Atheiſts make an ill uſe of ir, 
are willing to; think: that Religion ows its 
ce only to the impotence: of the ſubject on 
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ich it works, - that 'tis only an impoſition 
won-the tafie credulity of women; : and:are 
Wikcrir, to. allow. them the -incloſure of ir; 
Werein:;: tho they ſufficiedtly ſhew their con- 
itof Piety , yet they unawares give a greater 
wr te that Sex thenthey intend, whilſtthey 
tteſs- ic more | capable of an aſſimilation to 
Preme Goodneſs;and-of the renewal of 
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Gods Image:(for to that.all Piety is deſign'd) 


a:their own. And therefore women have 
Waictle-reaſon to-beafhamed', that they oughr 
walory inrthe;conceſſion ,; and gratefully to 
Webrate the goodneſs; of God:to them; 'who, 
he brings light out of darkneſs, ſo.converts 
gt natural infirmities;into. a means of. _ 
wal ſtrength; makes the impotencies and'de- 
Ws-of theirinarure ſubſervient to the opera- 
wn-of Grace; and by conſecrating theirvery 
Wions , makes even thoſe Gibeonites ſervice- 
We £0:ithe Tabernacle. Bur then: 'tis to be 
mmcmbred;,that the greater is their obligation 
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xd or definable, ro + give ſtill the 
Digs ret to. that which i is:cternal. 
:: Go AN A AS Wo in general have this 

panttelach on - Argos axion tot 

.2O F OFLQQUALTy:, * WNO-WE 

ſuppole to E-Pog generallya ak early i oY 

rion-and inſtruction i in-it-then thoſe of ame+ 
ner rank: and:befides', haye afterwards more 


ities- of; being built.up/in rhe know 


lg-of their duty',..and (by the help of ani 


;education):clearer apptehenſions't» 


diſcernits and whenthey do ſo; havegreater 
Jations to perform it ; both in reſpect a 
,!oÞ others, and: themſelves: * Ra | 

| In reſpe&t of God'they have the qreft 


eflitin of amieds. 'not only forthe common 


mercies. which they ray withirhe reſt of 
mankind; burforchdſe peculiar;b y which hey 
are: differenced from or ers; ofwhigh, if they 
wanta juſtyalue, clerthem ask themſelves 


willing they would be'topartwith them ; hoy 


ſhexhat has fed delicatly, would like to be dei 
ſolareinthe ſtreet, or-/he that bas:bin brought 


wp imScarlet, to embrace the dun ngbil, Lam. Ly 


5: and: according to.-the averfion' they find 


Tdai change ;' let them eſtimace their pie 
ent 
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es) with ſenſual pleſures. No doubtleſs, 
Who is the great Maſter of the Univerſe , 
ves 'all things for common benefit; and 
tefore , if he Laws placed ſome inanhigh- 
tb then others, it'is that rhey may have 
wipicious influence on thoſe below them z 
Pif they fail in this, they are no longer 
ts bur Comets,” things of ominous andun- 
ky abode to all abour them. I might en- 
be on this: ſubje&, but: having don-it al- 
dy in che Gentlemans Calling , I ſuppoſe 
neceſſary , ſince that partis equally adapt- 
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tion to'Piety, in reſpe& of themſelves, all 
_ thatin wo conſiderations; the; firſt of their 
_ preſent danger zithe ſecond, 'of their final ac: 
count. For their. danger; 'tis evident they 
do not; more out-number their inferiors inany 
thing: then in the opportunities; nay ſolicits 
tions to fin. W * and Honor have many 
fnares; - and which is'worſe, do often diſpoſe 
the'mind -ro ſuch"a heedleſs ſecurity, that 
it takes no care-to- avoid them: 'and as in the 
body; the-diſeaſes of repletion are'far more 
numerous then thoſe of emptineſs; fo the mind 
is oftner-vitiated by affluence andprofperity; 
then by indigence and: adverſity, : It becomes 
- therefore thoſe who-are ſo ſurrounded with e&- 
nemies z'to fortifie themſelves :-and that they. 
can'no way do, but by a ſincere Piety,, that 
whole . armor- of: God | which the: Apoſtle de- 
ſcribes, #&p6. 6.13. by which alone they may: 
repel all the darts of temptations; nay not only: 
ward the:blow, but. wreſt the: weapon our'oh 
Satans: hand}, 'fo that-when he urges to them 
the- opportunities,; the impunity which their. 
wealth: and greatneſs gives them: tobe bad; 
they: may! retort this Argument; and by al 
wholſomer - inference: colle&*” thence: their! 
great;0bligation to! be: good, and: that not 
only/ upen-the- ſcore: of: gratitude (tho thati WW 
were cnough-ro an ingenious ſoul /) 'bur-inthe' 1 
ſecond place of interel alſo, in reſpe& of that 
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re they fall ; bur as he dif- 


, s/all things: by a Ing providence, 


he do's it toa particular end, and will exa&t 


SN 


eticular an account how that end has bin 


wplied with. | 


* 


[% 
03 
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IT is aſmart exprobration of God to 
get, Ezek:16,-17, 18, 19. that ſhe had ſa- 


Wegiouſly emploied his /tver and gold, his 
Me Hor Power and hony which he had groen her , 
mite /ervzce of ber Taoks, by which as we may 


Py... 
f 


tbe takes: notice how we diſpoſe of our 


Enporal poſſeſſions, ſo it ſhews us how the 


ement will proceed againſt all thoſe 


Woo pervert-their uſe. With whar confu- 
Wemuſt chey appear at the great Audit, who 
give no other: account of-their receits, 


Le 
: 


they conſumed themupon their luſts , 


d war againſt God with his own treſure, 


A 
2% 
* 
L 


4 $i in as well thieves as rebels ? What a Lu- 
rian: fall will they have from their honors; 
$$; have endevored- to undermine Gods ? 


Wghe themſelyes.too.great to pay him ho- 


mc! and by. their profane and vicious 


[ ample , induced a contemt of him ? Inſhort, 


f 


KC 


mar: 4; reraliation-of inverſions: will rhere 
ey be ?. choſe that have turned Gods grace 


inte 


AV. Of FR.”..! og 

uat'they muſt finally give.  Fortho God 
&&-an unjuſtexactor to reap where he has 
town, yet he-is nor ſo negligently pro- 
as to do that which no prudent manwill 
ſcatter his goods promiſcuouſly , withour 
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into wantonneſs, converted his bounryinty 
the fucl of their pride and luxury, ſhall then 
have their glory turn'd intoſhame , their rior 


# 


rer, and ſhall-retain nothing of their greats 


neſs,” bur the guilt; rhegrating remembrance 


of "having abuſed: thoſe temporal bleſſings, 
which if well managed might haye received 
them into everlaſting habirations. How ne- 
ceſlary then is it for all who have 'receiy'dfo 


 muchupon account, to be often refleting on WW 


it, examining .what charges the'great owner 
has impoſed upon ſo ample an income ? what 
God: requires of them for whom he hath don 

fomuch? And'this is particularly the buſineſs 


- of Piety, which in all the fore-mentioned re- 


ſpets, is as the uſcfulleſt, ſo the nobleſt a& 
compliſhmenr of greatneſs. Ts. 

ir. AnD ſuch it hath bin accounted till 
this profane Age of ours, 'which has remoyed 
all the bayndaries- of the former, -reverſt even 
the inſtin&s of nature; and will nor leayeus 
ſo much of Religion as had the very worſt of 


Heathens. For how erroneous ſoeyer ow 


. were in the choice of their Deities, they al- 


waies honor'd and. reyerenc'd: thoſe _ 
choſe, committed moſt of their enormitits 
in obedience, not in affrontto them : did not 
affign them votaries,as Feroboam did his Prieſts 
of the meaneſt of the people, but thought 


themſelves dignified by their ſervice, and & 


ſteem- 
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med it an/infamy not to be pious. But 
we now: adaies 'make other eſtimates; 
ligion-is ſo:abjet, ſo contemtible a thing, 
is thought fir to influence none that are 
Wereitherin parts or quality : and therefore, 
$too- many are willing to appropriate it to 
women , = the firſt account, 4s the Goſpel 
nee foolſbneſs of preaching, 1 Cor. 1.21. yer 
Wy make exceptions upon the latter, and 
We-not willing to afford-it any of the-nobler 
Soſclytes cyen-of that+Sex. 
*32- I 'doubt-not there are many Lectures 
td; | . - #71 
mo to ſuch; to fortify them againſt all im- 
meſons of Piery, to.raze out the common 
tgon.ofa God, and in order to that to de- 
WE bis Vicegerent within them , diſcard their 
waſcience , thar-unmannetly inmate, which 
ſti ſpeaking what they have no mind to 
Mar,” and will be” apt ſomtimes to queſtion 
Wir'grand principle, and tell them they have 
Sls And truly 'ris no wonder.if the'aber- 
woof Atheiſm rake this courſe; for fincethey 
Wye no ſolid foundation of truth or reafon, 
Wburt neceſſary they ſupport their _—_ 
Mtority ; the- countenance and applauſe of 
Mer Perſons: and God knows they haye too 
With ſucceeded" in'the deſign. But in the 
meantime what ſecurity do they: give forthe 
mih'of their pretentions? We know *tis ſtill 
Muired of thoſe that will practice upon othee . 
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can they, give.for a. {ſoul ;, who. can cg S 
| oe” a form. = Indemnity where that: is, he. 
thing hazarged2.. i 6 

T3, T1s..cafie indeed Fes one of theſe A 
Poſtles of Satan. ro tell a Lady: that ſhe has 
| nothing, to do. but to;indulge 20. her pleſure; 
that *tis chis extremeſt folly robe frighted from 
reſent enjoiment, by.a fear. of I know not' 
wha: Future ſmaxt;. that God, and Sin, and 
ell, are but: names, centaia. Mormos' ang 
Bugasbears conjur'd up. by Divines,..to worke 
upon her fear,, andabuſe hercredulicy. This, | | 
And.much HIOre of this kind may be ſaid, :ang 
1;gdqubr often.is ; . but all. this-while the que- 
Na begg bd and a: ſtrong, affirmation ws 

# wr proot: ..for I defy Al the Doors 


theiſm co make. any demgnſtration: of their 
W_ ;. and yet. tho they.pretend to. no. De 
ropmeariog, themſclyes , Religion. muſt.he- 
candembed merely for. the, want of it: . that" 
Is, for. $0E. Ing ſpiritual things liabletg 
for diſtinguiſhing, berween-Belicf,and* 

WE 5 As ;fos, +. ging the malt 


reafe 2 hg in V1S. the x6: 
Ye every Ring Jn, ta; fs Ret of its. pros. 
r_ faculty, and. fey who: ſuſpe it upon 
LuR enaye ,may. oY or onth BOL INE kind of Logic, 
wrangle us _qut- of: enſes.,' may; ÞEr: 
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ar-uriderſtands not guſts and ſapors, and 


is is the bottom of thoſs 


lnkind. For 'tis obſervable thro all the 

gons of nien; that there were neyerany 

Wy", any collective body of Atheiſts; Aſin- 
one might perhaps be here & there be found 
&-we-ſce. ſomtimes monſters or miſhapen 
Wis ) bur for the generality they had alwaies 
a inſtints of'a Deity, that they, never 
Wephr they ran far enough from Atheiſm z 
Wirather choſe to nit wt their Gods, to 
We to0 many then none atall: nay were apt 
kgeſcend to the adoration of- things below 
mſclyes, rather then to renounce the power 
we.them: By which we may ſee that the 
Won of a God is the moſt indelible chara- 
&; of natural Reaſon; and therefore what- 
Wptctence. our Atheiſts make to ratiocina- 
Wand deep diſcourſe; it is none of tharpri- 
we: fundamental reaſon coctaneous wit 
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our humanity; -but-is indeed a reaſonfitonly 
for thoſe, who own themſelves like the beaſts 
thar periſh. <4] | 
15. BuT admit we could be more bounti. 
ful ro them, and allow their opinion an equal 
probability with our Faith, yereventhis could 
never juſtifie any body in pointof prudence, 
that ſhould adhere'to: them; Common diſcre- 
tion-teaches us, that where two propoſitions 
have an equal appearance of truth; there's no 
rational” inducement to prefer one before the 
other, till we have examined the conſequen- 
ces, and find ſomthing in the one which may 
over-poiſe and outweigh the contrary. Now 
- in all things that concern practice, there are 
-no motives ſo conſiderable eirher ro-invite or 
avert, as Adyantage or-Danger. 
16. LzT us apply this to the preſent caſe, 
_ and examine the pretenſions of the Atheiſt and 
.-the Chriſtian in both reſpe&ts. But firſt weare 
' to remember, [that both Adyantage and Dan- 
ger are to be viewed under a double notion 
either as preſent or as future. The formeris 
the Atheiſts moſt proper ſubje&, and indeed 
all that he canpertinently ſpeak to, who proteſ- 
ſes himſelf only a man of this world. Here he 
will tell.us that the disbelief of God and ano- 
ther life, is the great enfranchiſer of mankind, 
ſets us art liberty from that thraldom . thoſe 
Bonds wherewith our: ſuperſtitious fear had 
fetter'd us; that ie fagarfories all thoſe nice and 
perplexing 
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EY. Off 99 
plexing inquiries of lawful and unlawful, 
W-reduces all our inquifitions only to this 
We, how weſhall moſt pleaſe our ſelves. The 
wWwtton need not put a knife to his throat, bur 
wonly to put an edg upon his palate. The 
Wnkard need not refrain his cups, but only 
ake care that they be filled with the moſt de- 
feious liquor. The wanton,need not pull aut 
icic, but only contrive to poſſefs that which 
temrs him todeſire; and ina word none of our 
petites need be reſtrain'd, but ſatisfied. And 
this uncontroul'd licentiouſneſs ,. this brutiſh 
liberty , -is that /immium: bonum, that ſupreme 
ppincſs which-they propoſe to themſelves, 


£5 
Ly. 
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md to which they invite others. 
27. ON-the other ſide the Chriſtian is not 


hour his clame to a preſent advantage, tho 
ta far differing nature: he is not1ſo prepoſte- 


wus as to think it a preferment to ſink below 


lis-kind; to aſpire to an aſſimilation with mere 
imals, which is the utmoſt the former a- 
mounts to, bur he propoſes to himſelf the fa- 


+ 


faction of a man; thoſe delights which may 
mertain his Reaſon, not his Senſe, which 
wnſiſt in the rectirude of a well-inform'd Mind. 
His Religion is the perfecteſt Scheme of Mo- 
ity, and makes him a.Philoſopher withour 
te help of Scholes: ir reaches him the arr of 
Wbduing his appetites, calming his paſſions , 
again a word makes him Lord of himſelf; and 
W that gives him = the pleſures which reſulr 
hh 2 T( 
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from ſuch. a ſoveraignty. Nor is-he totally 
yoid eyenof the pleſures offenſe, which in ma. 
ny inſtances are greater to him then to thoſe 
rhat moſt court them. Temperance cooks his 
courſeſt diet to a greater guſt, then all their 
{ſtudied mixtures; Chaſtity makes one lawful 
embrace] more grateful-to him , then all the 
nauſeating variety of 'their unbounded luſts; 
and Contentment ſwells his mite into a Talenr; 
makes him richer then the 1ndzes would do if 
he defired beyond them, Nor is it a contem; 
tible benefit, that his Moderation gives himan 
immunity from-thoſe ſenfitive pains which oft 
bring-up the rear of jnordinate ſenſual pleſures. 
So. that his condition even” ſer in the worſt 
light, in that. very particular wherein the A- 
theiſt moſt ere over him, is not ſodeplo- 
rable as'tis repreſented. . | 

18. Burt if it were, he has plefures that 
would infinitly overwhelm that fmart, and: 
that not only in his:reaſon ( as hath bin ſaid 
before ) but in his more ſublimediviner part, 


ſuch ircadiations from above, ſuch antepaſts 


of his future' bliſs , - ſuch acquieſcence in a 
'calm and ferene' conſcience, as is very cheap- 
ly bought with all he canſuffer here. I know 
oh profane- laugh at thefe rhings as Chime- 
Ta's and ;the illufions of a prepoſeſled fancy: 
( and'trply-'if they. were fo, they might yet 
came: it balance with-many of their pleſures 


which are as much owing to opinion and i- 


magination 
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Wagination: ) but if we gonſider what ſup- 
ports they haye given under the heavieſtpreſ- 
Tres, how they enabled the primitive Mar- 
rs not only to ſuffer, but even to court all 
Mat is formidable to humane nature, we can- 
Wor think that a mere phantaſtic imaginar 
Hoy- could deceive the ſenſe of ſuch zeal, ſach 
Heute torments. - And tho in this great de- 
[Hlination of Zeal, there be.perhaps few that 
F@n'pretend to thoſe higher degrees of ſpiritu- 
raptures, yet certainly were the yotes of all 
Syout-perſons collected, they would all con+ 
"tar/in this teſtimony, that even in the com- 
[mon offices of Piety, the ordinary diſcharge 
of 'a good Conſcience, there is an infinit Pl 
"preater complacence, a higher guſt andreli 
[then in all the pleſures of Senſe. Burof this 
'the moſt irrefragable witneſſes are thoſe who 
from great voluptuaries haye turned deyotes z 
and I dare appeal to their experience, whe- 
ther-of the two ſtates is the moſt pleſant. 1 
with thoſe who will not believe this on other 
{yords,.would themſelves make thetrial, and 
all they do ſo they are notoriouſly unjuſt to 
"pronounce that a fition, of whoſe reality 
[they refuſe re make proof. | 
19. By what hath bin ſaid; ſome eftimate 
may be made which bids faireſt ( the Arheift 
'or Chriſtian ) as to preſent temporal felicity z 
utalas what anallay, what a damp is it to te- 
city to ſay 'tis temporal; yet we may giveit 
_"- ; : A 
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2 term below thar, and _ 'tis momenrar E 
ting that beyonce 
on that can be otherwiſe, -and yer in this 


For ſince our life is ſo, no 


ſhallow bottom- the irreligious embark their 


all. For, as to all future advantage, 'tis their 


Principle to diſclame it, they diſcern xo re- 
ward for blameleſs ſouls, Wild. 2.22. So that 
in this particular the Chriſtian do's not com- 

are with, but triumph over them. He 
| rk that if his earthly houſe of this taberna, 
cle be diſſobued, he hath a building of God ; an 
Houſe not made with hands , eternal in the Hea: 
Vens, 2. Cor. 5. x. That when he parts with 
his life, he do's not reſign his happineſs, but 
ſhall receive it infinitly improved borh in de- 

ce and duration. And now cettainly 'tis vi- 
ſible enough which opinion propoſes the fair- 
er: hopes, and conſequently which ( ſuppo- 


fing bur an equal probability of truth ) is rhe 


moſt inviting. 

! 20. Bur ſome ſpirits there are ſo igno- 
ble, that the moſt glorious Prize cannot ani- 
tnate them, that like a ſwine, the muſcles of 
whoſe cies, | they ſay, permit him not to look 
ward , is not concerned in all the felicities 
above., but would at a venture reſign his ſhare 
#m:thoſe, ſo he 'may ſecurely enjoy his huſk 
3hd draft. ; Butt yet even thoſe who are un- 
eapable of rhe- more generous reſentments, 
may be apt eriough to the more ſervile ; and 


danger may: fright, tho glory cannor allure 
__- | them. 
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km. - It concerns: ſuch therefore to com- 

ge the miſchiefs which each Opinion threa- 

hs to their oppoſites, and from thence make 
Weſtimate which is ſifeſt ro be choſen. And 
ere let the Arheiſt himſelf caſt up the ac- 
@unt of the dangers conſequent to Chriſtia- 
ni y, and it can all amount but to this, the 
[Geprivation ( or rather moderation ) of ſome 
preſent ſenſual pleſures, or the incurring of 
Home preſent ſenſitive pains; the former in 
me daily exerciſe of Temperance, and Mor- 


. 


fication; thelatter, ( more rarely and oftner 
[purpoſe then a& ) the ſuffering for righte- 
ouineſs ſake. And both theſe the Chriſtian 
alances, nay out-weighs by two more im- 
yortant preſent hazards on rhe other ſide. To 
'me former he oppoſes the danger of being en- 
fayed to the brutiſh part of a mans ſelf, a 
thing ſo deplorable even in the judgement of 
Aumanity , that all writers of Ethics haye uni- 
'rmly declared no ſervility to be ſo ſordid 
ad intolerable, as that of the yicious man to 
[is paſſions and Luſts. To the latter, he con- 
Fonts the miſchief of being a ſlaye to eyery 
"man elſe, for ſuch he certainly is, whom the 
ear of ſuffering can baffle out of any rhing 
[he thinks: juſt and honeſt. For if all themen 
"IM the World could ſucceſſively have the pow-_ 
er to afflit him, they would alſo have to 
command and rule him; and what can be 
"Tore abje&, more below the dignity of hu- 
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man nature, then to-have a ſpirit alwaies pre: 
pared for ſuch a ſervitude ? Beſides eyen the 
utmoſt ſuffering which Chriſtianity can at 
any time require, is'outvied daily by the &f- 
fects of Luxury and Rage; and for one that 
has opportunity to be a Martyr for his God; 
thouſands become ſoto rheir Vices. Þ —_. 
21. Ir from the preſent we look forward 
to future dangers, the Atheiſt muſt here be 
perfeRly ſilent ;- he cannot ſay that the Chri- 
ſtian = this. life ſhall be_in_any worſe c- 
ſtate then himſelf, ſince he FAde> {a they 
ſhall both be the. fame nothing , but the. 
Chriſtian threatens him with a more diſmal 
ſtate. He allows him indeeda being, yea an 
eternal one; butitis only ſuch as qualifies him 
for a miſery as eternal ; the worm that neyer 
dies, the fire unquenchable, where all the ex- 
ceſſes of his ſhort Pleſures ſhall be avenged 
with more exceſſive, endleſs Totments : | his 
ſenſes which were rhere the only Organs of his 
felicity, ſhall rhen be (tho nor the only ) the ve- 
ry ſenſible mediums of his wretchedneſs; and 
that Conſcience which he here fuſpended from 
its office, ſhall then take out its arrears, and re- 
turn all its ſtifled admonitions in perperual 
horrors, and defperate upbraidings. I need 
not. now ſure ask on. which ſide the greater 
danger lies. | ; 
- 22. To conclude, the reſult of all.is, that 
the tranſitory Pleſures of the Atheiſtare over- 
2th | poiſed 


\ 


ſedeyen by the-preſent Satisfa&ions of rhe 
bs.” And the Eternity of unbounded, un- 
tcaivable joies he expects hereafter, comes 
wr abundanti, haying nothing on the other 
Werhat offers at a.competition with it. And 
tithe very ſame. rate.of Proportion we haye 
$n-che dangers alſoareſo, tharwe can eaſily 
ampnte the utmoſt miſchief our Chriſtianity 
mn.do us; if it ſhould be falſe; but the dammage 
wthe other is incſtimable, both for the penal- 
Wo Loſs and Senſe. I may now appeal to 
cmmonPrudence to judg of the vaſtinequa- 
tity; and to pronounce , that ſure there had 
med be ſome great eyidence of truth on the 
Atheiſts fide , by! preponderare all theſe difad- 
Wcagcs.:: Indeed, nothing much below a 
Emenſtration can,juſtify the chaice of ſo 
Wagerous Principles :: I am ſure ane ual pro- 
h b ity can neyer, do it, where the dangeris 
fancqual; and were the verieſt Atheiſt con- 
falted in a ſecular caſe of the like circum- 
ances, he woulgd-certainly pronounce him a 
mad:;man that ſhould make ſuch. an election, 
Ho Marne. 6 phrenſy then is it to do it, 
wehoprt ſo much. as ;that equal - probability : 
My indeed, without any probability ar all ? 
Aid yet this madneſs ſets up for the monopoly 
we of Wit only;,. but; Reaſon too,; and by 
onfidence. and clamor;; ſeeks to: run down 
toſe Arguments it can. never confute.. .,.; -.: 
123; I may be Pongas hore to haye mad 
" s t | ; bs roe 
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jts conſonancy to right realon the 
| conſidering the buſic induſtry now'1 Py 
"Horgt ir under another form, and: rd alienace 

m it thoſe perſons; whoſe Greatneſs may 
give. it any luſtre on ute in'theWorld; of 
which ſort I ſuppoſe cre- -afs few:more fre 

nently. attaque his Women of Quality; 
goo converſe among theſe who” call them» 
ſelves the Wits of the*Age;; who'living in fo 
infeftious/an air, had need* of ſome atitidores 
about them; and if What-T have now offercd, 
appear not forcible enough;- (for it- 

not to the tithe of what may be faid 
Subject) yer it may: at leaft:do'theni'this ſer: 
vice, Rl - them in mind 6f whatthey need, 
_ end them to the fuller diſpcnſatories of 
oth 7”. 
| AN» that' is the thing T- Gould ear: 
ety beg'of them, that they would beſojuſt 
totheito intereſt , 2s not to combine with 
Ns nlp themſelves ; bur if'rhey have 


4s to' Ferid one Ear unto them, 


| Yo ar: not ro gfye up pboth tobeforcedin 
ayt 


ſh ſubmiſſion to'thefe diftares, 'bur'hear 
Whar niay be ſaid on:itHe"other fide; And fure 
Ny but a TJow'comy pofiti6n for God thus to di- 


Mae with Satan 7 yer *i9 that of which his E- 
miſſaries 
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aries are ſo. jealous ; that 'tis one-of their 

hd Maxims, that none who profeſſes,Divis« 
is'to'be adviſed with ; ind therefore by 
PArts they are to be rendred eithet ridicu- 

bs; orſuſpe&edz to which methinks may be 
plied that Fable ( which Demoſthenes once 
ited ro the Athenians, when Alexander de- 
Wanded of theni to deliver up their Orators ) 
the Wolves and the Sheep, who coming to 
Treaty ; the firſt Article of the Wolves was , 
har rhe ſlicep ſhould give up their maſtives 
Which guarded them : the reſemblanee is too 
abvious to need a minute application. -——_ 
#25. Bur this is manifeſtly tro reverſe all 
DrmerRules, and to truſt a man rather in any 
Faculty then his own, -and would neyer have 
Sevailed in any thing but where the foul is 


ncern'd ; that poor deſpicable thing ; where- 
onalone we think fit to make experiments. 
Tis ſure , that if any ſhould diſpute their ticles 
Hs an carthly Poſſeſſion , they would not ſo 


amely reſign it, rior - would rruſt theit own 
elves in its deferice ; bur would conſult their 
Ableſt Lawyers, and by them , ſift out every 


Parcuniſtance that might eſtabliſh their clame, 
Why ſhould they then:ſuffer thetmſelves to be 
a &d out 'of an Heavenly inheritance ; with- 
our fo” much as once: propoſing their doubts 
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.-- to thoſe —y leg wa untainred, the ſecuieſh 

-  coutſe will be:to ſtop their cars againſtall proy/ 
fancinfinuations; and to uſe thoſe :who reme: 
them to be diſloial to their God, thatfſpirituak 
adultery ,' as they ſhould to thoſe-who ſolicit 
_ them tothe carnal, not fo. muchas: to enter. 
parly, buth with the greateſt indignation-de-. 
teſt and reje& them. *Tis the ſaying of the 
Wiſe man, 'Prov. 5. 23: that an angry coun. 
tenantedroveth away a back-biting tongue; And; 
certainly ,- would Great Perfons Iook'ſeycrely 
on ſuch defamers of Religion; they, would . 
give ſome. check to that Us of pro-. 
faneneſs which has givenitſuch a vogue inthe 
"26. AND fure this is much their Duty to 
do, if they -own any. relation .ro-ithat' God) 
who'is ſo Feria They would think it 
2a very difingenuous thing to fit. by-torhear a 
Friend or 'BenefaQor reviled ,: and, ;expreſs- 
no diſplefure ; and is: God: 'fo-friendleſs a- 
mong'them, that only his traducers:and blaſ-. 
_ phemers can be' patiently heard ? Among the 
Jews, atthe hearing of any blaſphemy; they: 
rent their clothes; bur. I fear we havye-ſome 
of our nice Dames that:would be much more 
- concern'd at a rip in'their-garment;; then! ar 
the rending 'and violating Gods Sacred. Name; 
2X and could more patiently 'bchold:| the;-rotal : 
= >, ſubverſion of Religion; -then the diforfer.or 
E _ - miſplacing a lock or riband. But 'tis:to be 
2. TR. RET, hoped 
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c ; there are: not. many ſo impious; -and 
e:char-are not, will ſurely think them+ 
xs obliged with all rheir power , to diſcouns _ 
Ince all-rhe Faurors of irreligion, whether 
x.be the folemn ſedater ſort, thatwouldar- 
yor the jollicr, that would rally them our of. 
ir F aith; - " | 
7 Burt: when they have- thus provided 
waſt- rhe aſſaults of. others, and-ſecured 
ſpeculative part of Religion, they have 
j-cſtabliſhed a Judicatory againſt them- 
es; ſtored up matter of Conviction and 
euſation, if they anſwer it not in, the pra- 
We. muſt. therefore after this long excur- 
b,.return_ to my firſt Point, and beſeech: 
lem feriouſly to gycigh the obligations they 
We: to. Piety-in the genetal notion of it; as it 
amprehends all the duties of a Chriſtian life z 
wh ich-as I intend [not to' ſpeak particular- 
Wfo-1 know not where to find a better ſum- 
wy, then that which St. Zames has drawn up, 
ep. x. ver/. 27. Pure Religion and undefiled 
re God even the Father is this, toviſit the fa- 
Wne/+ and widows in their affiii7ion,and to keep 
cl unſpotted from the world, pe 
28. Bur beſides this general, thereis (as 
id before ) another more reſtrained. notion 
EPicty , .as it relates to our more immediat 
mercourſe with God in divine Ordinances 
Worſhip ; in which reſpe& it commonly 
Wes under the name of Deyotion, and thus 
; fr  confider'd 
+= 
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conſider'd it has a great propriety to the fe: 
male Sex. For Devotion as a, tendet Plant; 
that will ſcarce root in ſtiff. or rocky ground? 
bur requires a ſupple gentle ſoil ; #4 clicend 4 
the feminine ſoftneſs and pliableneſs is yer 
apt and proper for it.” And accordingly there 
have bin very eminent growths .of it in'that 
Sex. I need not heap up examples of forme 
Ages, but rather perſwade this to leave ſome 
at leaſt to the following, and the more cor 
fiderable the perſons are, the more confpi: 
cuous will -be the example, which ſeems the 
more to adapt it to thoſe I now ſpeak tc 
. Devotion in a Cloiſter is as recluſe as the Vo 
tary, a light rather under a buſhel then or 
a candelſtic: and in an obſcure Cotrage'ti 
either not obſerved, or elſe thought to' be 
but the effect of deſtitution and ſecular wants: 
a reſerve rather then a choice : but whenthoſ 
who are in the eie of the world, the moſt e 
minent Acors'on the Theater of human life; 
fhall chuſe rhe part of a Saint, when thoſe 
who want none of the divettiſments or blan 
diſhments of earth, ſhall have their conyer: 
fation in Heayen, this recommends it to the 
SpeRators, as the true and greateſt objed 
of human choice; ſince *tis choſen by thioſe 
who know the utmoſt pretence of all its com 
petitors. | | 
29. Nox is devotion only more excellen 
in them in regard of irs effe&ts, but 'is alf 
af | mote 
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meceſſary in-reſpect of their obligation, 
ton is an abſtraction from the World; 
therefore cannot in any eminent degrees 
tactiſed by thoſe whoſe neceſſities or bu- 
& do much entangle them in ir. So thar 
(ſuch, a far leſs proportion will be ac- 
ted, . then from thoſe, whoſe plenty and 

| ptye them no other want bur that of em-. 
iment.- And certainly if there beany, of 
bm that can truly be faid, Women of 
tlity are the perſons : for they inthis reſpe& 
ted even menofthelikerank: for the men 
&often engaped in -public emploiments, 
Emuſt lend moſt of their time to the uſe of 
hers; or however all haye the care of their 
©m-privat affairs; the managery of their for- 
bes to employ them. But of women the 
Woſt that is ordinarily required, is butalir- 
Feaſie .inſpeftion within their own walls, 
Woverſight of a few children, andſeryants, 
Wy cyen from this how many are by rheit 
dition of life exemted? and how many 
wre do by their niceneſs and delicacy exemt 
Wemſelves? And ſurely ſo perfect a vacancy 
Eneither happy nor ſafe. And therefore God 
Wo: projets we ſhould be both, never de- 
mn'd it for any of mankind: but where he 
Fes ſo: much liberty from ſecular, he expe&ts 

Wprearter-diligence in ſpiritual emploiments. 

©30.' AND indeed 'tis an amazing thing to 
Rk; that any into whom he has breathed rhe 
vl | breath 
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image /of his' own eternity;* can think-the 
immortal ſouls were given them-only ro {cj 
» the meatr and/abject uſes of 'their'corruptibh 
bodics;, (for which the ſoul of the dulle(ia} 
nimal would haye don as well; .) thar eating 
and drinking , ſleep and recreatigns , which 
are” only uſefull to the ſupporring us in this 
world, are the only-things for which we way 
ſent hither. And yer if we may meſuretheis 
Opinions by their practice, this ſeems to berhg 
perſwaſion ofmany of our female Gentry , wha 
fook:-upowie asa Jogradiig , akind of uit 
der of their blood; to do any thing bur pleaſe 
their ſenſes. 'An error ſure of the moſt pets 

_  nicious conſequence imaginable. We know 
" a'Lady of plefive is inone ſenſe ayery ſcand; 
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 Jous Epither;, and truly 'tis'no very laudab d 


oneinthe other; nay which is worſe, they ar# 
often coincident, and fall in with-each other; 

. She whoſe ſole univerſal aim is pleſure, will 
not think her ſelf much autof the road, inthe 
xnſuir of aty particular. And ſhe thar thinks 

the lives for no-other purpoſe, will-fo oftenb# 
ataloſs for innocent pleſure;, thar ſhe is almoſt? 

' utider a neceſſity to callin the nocent, to ſerye 
_ thie very end- (as ſhe ſuppoſes ) of her being 
But indeed. were they ſure to confine them 

_ felvesto ſuch as are harmleſs in their kind , yt 
the: exceſs:of: them-renders them ſinful, and 
the doting-purſuit 'denominates them "I 
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CIT is” therefore: the preat poodneſs of 
ro Eames a reſcuetforthoſe whoſe conditi- 
ipoſes them to that dunger , and by exaQ- 
liberal expence of time intheit deyotion, 
Fthem' from laviſhing both-it and-their 
frogether. Neither do's he by this defear 
ain” of a pleaſantlife, biit rather aſſiſt ics 
thereas ſenſual delights are vagrant, and 
be chaſed through a hundred turnings & 
Mazes; the fpiritual are fixt, and one ma 
es know where to find them. How of- 
je the voluptuous in'pain to know which 
© to chuſe? like a ſurfeited ſtomae, the 
ter yaricty isſer before it, the more it naus. 
fall. Whar difficulties hath a Lady many 
$'ro reſolve whether an after-hoon ſhall 
ent ar Court, oratthe Theater? whether 
mcing'or/at cards, in giving' or teceiving 
Ss, as not knowing which will beftpleafs 
But ſhe that knows the delighrs of -Deyo- 
knows withal that there is 'no' other fit 
dme in competition-with it; and{ſo:is nor 
BaRed- in her choice',' nor needs'go farther 
Fher Cloſet for the moſt agreeable enter» 
Ment, 21 know: this-will found alittle ins 
le” co thoſe thar; know no other uſe of . 
ers; then'as a:Conſeryatory of gauds and 
0 P baubles; 
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tend that fuch That Gnd thoſe atisfactions1 
_ \Thoſe whoſe-errand: is; to _ 
the God of ies;;:muſt not: expect 0 be 

a by the, God '6f:7/ae/. - An. ingenious 
man will ſcorn-. to- obtrude- himſelf on thoſe 
who deſire not, his4company;. and ſore: Gol 
will -not:imake! hiniſelfiimore chedp., : Thoſs 
that will meet him intheir Cloſets, "muſt come 
with thatdeſign, reſortithither a$ro:anOrato- 

ry ; nay more Stkod ſo;j:;they muſt-come fre- 
quently. . Spiritual j0ies. know not-the way 
to. a place-where they are not often invi- 
- ted: and as men fſeck :not foreach other ir 


places where op ſeldomor nevet come; but 
r 


where they daily frequent; ſo. God contrives,, 
not: ro mect us in that-place where we'appear 
rarely and Loragnomnes,s ; bur whereweu ually 
: reſore. - | 
32. ſhall not need to branch antdeverich 
into the ſeveral parts, -that being;don:already 
is a arenas of. ws 5 Treatiſes;, _ which; 
aſeto conſultany one, cannot 
Teen m7 ni for. their Worſhip; 'wheths 
private or public. - OnlyJet-me obſerve the 
-erderand' connexion: of thoſe two; that thay 
bene gr ws -nor-yet to beranged 
A | «Godorps muſt not./jultk 
the. public, for Ns Dlerrok 
mage 
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Barull-ſs neither'God' nor man can col- 
Fany thing better 'from-it, then thar they 
ahim'd-of the Deity they pretend'to ſerve. 
the'other fide ;-the:public muſt as lirtle 
Howup'the privat , ard whereitdo's, tliere 
7 be'a Faſt doubt of irs: fincetity. -- Many 
ayes there may be''to Church beſides 
6 of Picry,; and-indecd where that is really 
þmotive , it teaches ſo: much reverence to 
tawful preſence thopareto/approch: as not 
come [wirhout ſotfle preparation\: 'What ſo- 
Itude”,- whar critical *niceneſsiwiill-a Lady 
R#or6 lier dreſs, who ſhe is'ro appear ata 
mt mecringat Cour? and ſhall fherakeno 
ehowſordidly, how undecentlyſheappear 
ek. Tas 4. a _ X of | 
ten the-King of Kiggggives audience 2 Shall 
lay - ours; daies , tiay'perhaps: weeks , be 
ket op/in- contriving/for the one, and ſhall 
RE Hever be'a minuteallorted forthe other ? 
fart Were very:unequal, and-yer this is 
braſe "rey Ons of the Cloſet do's 
Pprepite for that of:che Church. ' If the 
Ind/be wor firſt tuned there, irwill-be yry 
qualified for that harmony of Souls; -whic 
Cthe only thing God re aids in our-public gf- 
67 280” that” were there -no other uſe of 
vat Deyorion, but! as'it relates to-the pub- 
b that yere enough to ſpeak the-neceſſiry 
—_ P 2 | 33. But 
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= e, impotent: mati.-h0- Hand 3-19 whe 
liad forfeired;, by not. inyoking.c the procer 
fRionof, God: ' Andindecd, ſhnge praier is the 
well peretinl or es MOAAY; 
We -O: 'OI-M- ;HKELY - 


pro bog if we: do: nat by: art! ;praier: 
ucrender; Que Souls. -ta:;him..in-the;-caoraing;: 
they are-then all the: day;after like chas cmy 
houſe, memtion'd -in, the, Goſpel i; acht recep: 
ticle fora many gvilſpigits;as-pleefe £0. in 
bahje: thezel; Nor. are theſe ſpirityal,che on: 
ly dangers that attend us, we are liable AN 
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iru Sof ſecular'o ones $ alſo: OG 
Foe runcs, or Reputations;' every thing 
rein 1'we can receive a benefit; renders-us 
yi capable-of'a prejudice. ' What multi- 

- bb accidents | _ there: ro which we lie _ 
pd nothin ard us fromthem bur 
Divine Provi - which if we negle& 
al ; We are Hey unworthy of its de- 

te.:A nd thisis a confiderarion thatmerhinks 7 

j dd\bring even the\moſt ſenſuabpe O—_ 


their knees: for tho.too' many many may 
| -r607 mn. roy danyer,.and can 
Ys h i6xpoſe their:Souls, yer 


bz - moſt: porn: their tem- 
| ers, ir-boin commonly theexceb- 
270'of thoſs: which makes them negle& 
her.: She rhar fears notthe fallinto ſin; 
fear the rumbling into aprecipice;, and 
the care not:for-the ſp ethos en; inno- 
ke; would beyery loth Fanyuceident ſhould 
ih-her Face; diſparage her Fame; jor im 
with 'her: Fortune]: and yer:ftom anyorall 
> the is utrerly: unabſo to guard her ſelf, 
the havif Piety will not, yet intereſt methinks 
kd render her-an homager tothat omnipo- 
Power, from whence alone the can derive | 
Fafery 7 2161 
FAD. NOW incthinks: A Dain that is 
bound on with-the cords of aman with 
- ant/as well as Divine perſwaſivesy ſhould: 
really -:be' ſhaken: off. ——— 


I eee whonogleRir in 1 he of a 
the ;-1 reg hl 
aſerious. ancnel to--own-the. names 
. bufinets;,:. .do yerfuffer:arſucceſſion of I ki 
not what;impertinencies-to:divert them, :And 
indeed , were the expence of ſome Ladies daig 
<alculated; we thould:find: every hour fo full 
Srf-over-laden with yanities., that 
<mis ſcarce imagin: le whete an office of devs 
erpudIn. 55 16 -:- 
| $6 om \mbrning indivited-berween flew 
and dreſfiiag;-rior would the: kg: ſuffice, 
bur thar'they: are fain'to make . 
tation:to; mieſare-it , noviby th 
7 fheieaimedf diging , :whielis: tower lane 
the ſtationary'thours of che Primitive! Faſts, 
| tho upomia>{q  differing:motive. © The-after- 
noons:being:by;this means:reduced:; are too 
Thorr: for:;thoſe. many! divertiſmencs that #- 
Wair-them;,7 and miſt; therefore :borrow-2s 
much, of the! inight-as they/tenr ro the morn 
Ing. /3 Andiyhen che:rmere fatigue of ple 
ſures fendia &ady to her teſt, ris [nor ima- 
ginable. thar-the will:! permit Devotion to 
_ Induce: a yet: 1greater>:and:: more: difdgreea- 
ble laſſitude,, ſo the whole -round of her 
dime ſoors'to. "_— kind oO Magic- Circle, 
w rein: narhing v1its:: muſt; appear 
. and indeed}: {ds-one: of iche_ higheſt +7 
" __—_ o6Setie-clius roforeftial their rimez - 


= rpetu: Ann of diverſions, inſenſibly 
E from "them the opportunities of Divine 
S 3. an artifice; by. which, I preſume: he 
s'on ſome; who: would ſtartle at his 
Were apparent temcations;.* 
7 Nor needs he. morethen thefaceels of 
os for-if this habitual negle& of Pie- 
4 not finally end. in great and criminal 
iffions (as * Nis naturally yery 7 0-6 
Gintereſk, is ſufficiently ſecured by ſuch a 
maty omiſſion, which amounts to no leſs 
ie living without God in the World: a tate 
peleſs, x that when the Apoſtle recollects ro 
theſians the -wrechedneſs 'of their Gex- 
; hedo's-it in thoſe very words, Eph. 
Rnd ſure, thoſe thar live ſounder Chri- 
ity:,. are not-in a better; but worſe condi- 


| k-;-by how-much:contemt of- God is more 

pardonable thenighorance. - | 

£38: ET - therefore infinitly concerts thoſs 
ere in danger of ſo: fatal a ſnare}, tolook 

u them ; and endeyor to- countermine S$a- 

Land be as induſtrious to ſecure their du- 

bo he:is to __—_ it; and-to this pur- 


Wone of theuſcfulleſt expedients I know, 
> be. afore-hand: with him; I'mean, to 
he their Deyotions the firſt buſineſs of the 
by which I intend not only thoſe Eja- 
ations wherewith. we all ſhould: open our 
| -but. their-moſt ſet and ſolemn Praiers 


: nice fo highly OED to. the _—_ 
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21799- Av con To; one; of "the! 
reat-ends. of Morning Praier, -which is'tg 
ſupplicate rhe--guidance ' and - protection of 
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God for the whole day... Now if this be nor 
-  don''rill- ſome- Ladies Dreſſings be- finiſhed; 
*twill be half a mockery , a moſt prepoſteroug 
' requeſt; as ro the greateſt part of the day; 
which will-be-paſt before ; and beſides theab- 
ſurdiry ;* there is-danper in it; for-all thepre« 
ceding time is as it wereout-lawedby it, 'put 
from--under - che Divine 'ProteRion. ---- Alas} 
._ are God's ſafeguards to be only meridional; 
' to ſhine out only with the noon-day: Sun? 
[Do *they ſuppoſe Saran keeps their hours; 
nd ſtirs not abroad till the '» -noon ; that 
tere is no-danger cither of corporat or ſpi- 
ritual 'miſchiefs before that time ofthe day} 
Certainly, if the noiſe of the harp and the ul 
which [ſniah mentions, Chap.'s. 1x: to'not 
drown it, they may*often; hear a morning-as 
well as eyening Paſſing-bell. With how ma- 
others do's the Glaſs of Life runour; whilſt 
w4 are at their Looking glaſſes ? How many 


bodies -are maimed and/wounded in the time 
they are trimming and decking theirs? And 
who' made them differ fromothers; 1.Cor. 4.71 
Or-whar tenure have:they inthe ſafery of one 
moment, - ſfaye what they owe to God's Pro» 
- Fidence ? And whar'rational'expectation ya 
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have of that, when they do nor invoke 
WRHSy ., 2- ECT Foros” RY 
Nox: arc the fpiritualdangers leſs; but 


woblcrvers of themfelves, if they do:nor 
ern; that: ſnares -may. be laid for themiin 
ereceſles in their Chambers, as well as in 
es/of the'moſt public reſort. Indeed, were 
eno otherthen what relates to their dreſs, 
auriofity thereof, it-were' enough to evi- 
fe their'dangers ſcarce: any part of that 
lcarryingia-temtation: ity it: to Pride if it 
gight:;;; andipleaſe their; fanſie : ro Anger 
EVcxation if it do, not.;- They had need 
mfore':to/;put'on their; armor before their 


%..6 


aments./:by a prepoſſefiion of Praier atid 
lcationtofecure their vitals; left by an in- 
Bal-dearh: of Grace;-their -bodies {in tlicir 
oftduſtet) prove but the paitted Sepulchers 
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Weir Fouls: 5! : vt Jon Ilitmu <3 oh 
kviknrete ſecond place;: this appears :re- 
ar in-oppoſition: to: therindecency. and in- 
gmaidy-oficthe contrary; How inverted an 
mate dothey/make. of things that poſtpone 
lMmccreſt/iof, their fouls-, to the meaneſt 
mberof theid bodies; pay a ſupererogating 
endance to the one,- before the other comes 
alt into their care; But:whar is yet worſe, 
worile:a:copumely: is offered to the Ma- 
ty of God; who is uſed; as they: do;their 
Waing Creditors , yon off with ama 
 - = 
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TTH | 
of no leiſure yer'to ſpeak with him; whilſtin 
the mean time all the factors for their yaniry; 
cant have ready acceſs and fullgudience.-Gog 
muſt wait till their Tailer, their Shoo-makey! 
pleaſe to difmiſs them,” and at thebeft, canbe 
allowed only to bring up the rear of a wholg 
ſthole of Artificers/ or hp 
42. Bur thirdly, *ris very doubrfull whethey 
he ſhall abcain fo much fromrthem; for it may 
often happen that he: ſhall botany recluded; 
ſo numerous are the parts ofi&modiſt equip 
page, and ſa exact a'ſymmertryis/requirediih 
thewhole , that*tis the buſineſsof many how 
 tacompleatir; when,” as *rwas faidof theRe- 
mattEadies , 'a council muſt be'calledabourthe 
' placing of an hair that fics irregularly, when 
one thing after 'another ſhall be-rried, and& 
paits rejeRted, asnotexact; op Iebowning 
_ ime alt the while inſenſibly ſteals away, and 
tho that will not ſtay for them; yer dinner 


L 4 / 


goth} and ther their bellies-begihrro murmur 
to pay any longer:attendance'vnjgqhoi har: 
and-olime the next Turn; andiberween th 


two; competitors}; ' tis odds! Devotion will 
quire/oxecluded , . or reduced only'to-a Grate 
defore meat: | ( and well if that; ponfiderinp 

how unfaſhionableteven this:is grown ) in tho 
megrtime, what/a' wretched iimprovidenceis 

it r&/#educe theone neceſſarpbufineſs of thi 

_ | HaP'rofuchuneertaimnies, nay almoſt ro 2 ict 
© WddſippointikdleF!- ;  -13nb>:3 11.1cb 
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FYtr- ſuppoſe this hazard were only 
nary, and a Lady were infallible ſure 
$#o-loſe the timefor her Praiers; yetin the 
ith place. ſhe will be likely by ſuch preceed- - 
diverſions to loſe much other Zeal in them, 
that if they be ſaid atall, they will ſcarce be 
Win a due manner. There is alas ſiich a re= 
nancy in our'nature toany thing ſpiritual ; 
Ewe cannot cloſe therewith in an inſtaric 
Fas 'a benummed frozen body will ed 
& rubbing and chafing before it can be fit 
Imiotion;- ſo our more frozen ſouls require 
lie previous incitation before they ca with 
Frigor exert themſelyes in Devotion Now 
Sthe dreſſing time ( I mean ſuch - 
we now ſuppoſe )is nor very proper for ſuc 
baration:- *Tis, or the contrary , extrenie 
to indiſpoſe and wnfit them; for when the 
ie is poſſeſt with ſo many little Images of 
lity, they will not eafily be ejected. That 
ping faculty is, God kiiows, too apt ro 
ip in even the remorteſt diverſions; but 
en it has ſich a ſtock ready athand, how 
Wit pour 'theni in upon the mind,” to the 
bir al aying , if not-utrter extinguiſhing of 
vyotion? _ Ho | 
by. Wrzx all theſe Coifideratioiis ats 
together, 'twill ſure apyeat wholſom coun- 
F that fuctr perſons ſhould not cruſt ſo im- 
breant a Duty. ro ſo thafly caſualties, but in 
ae firſt place ſecure atime for that ,. repair to 
Fr Q 2 their 
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their Oratory before. their dreſſing-room,, and 
by ancarly conſecration of them(ſclvesto God; 
defeat Satans clame , and diſcourage his as 
remts for the reſt of the day. We know there 
is a natural efficacy. in a good beginning to- 
wards the producing. a. good ending : bur ig 
Spiritual. things the influence is yet greater; 
becauſe it draws in, Auxiliares trom aboye, 
and. engages the yo farther  aſſiſtances. of 
_ 'Grace. Upon which account I am apt to be- 


5:5 


lieve; that where this duty is fincerely and fer: 
vently performed in rhe morning, it will nor 
totally be neglected in the ſucceeding parts of 
the day.. "Twill be caſie to diſcern the ſame 
obligation, the ſame advantage of cloſing the 
day with God, thatthere was to beginit; and 


when thoſe two boundaries are ſecured, when 
thoſe are look'd upon as ſtrict duty ,-.and con- 
ſtantly obſeryed, 'tis not unlikely but their 
Piety may grow generous, and with Daud 
Pſal.55.17. add tothe evening. and morning 4 
#001-4ay office ; for where Deyotion is real, 'tis 
apt to be progrefſive ; and the more:we con- 
verſe with Seca, the more we ſhall deſire todo 
ſo. Thus we ſee how this little cloud, like that 
of Elyjah, 1 King. 18. 44. may over-ſpread the. 
Heavens , and this, handful of firſt-fruits may. 
hallow the wholeday. _ 

45. Nay indeed, whenit has adyanced thus 
far, 'twill probably go farther ;*r will not keep 
it ſelf only onj the defenſive part, bur invade 
| | | It's 
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ir. FAT Of Pre 'y. 
ippoſites, ger daily groundof thoſe yani- 
by which it was before oppreſt. Forwhen 
dy has in her Cloſet waſhr her checks with 
litential Tears , ſhe cannor ſure when ſhe 
ves out, think them prepared for the yarniſh 
the paint and ficus, When ſhe has atten- 
fly examined her Conſcience, that impar- 
mirror; and-there diſcern'd all the blemi- 
other nobler part, ſhe will fure, with ſom- 
bat a more-cold concern, conſult her Look- 
glaſs. And when ſhe has by pious vows and 
lutions Pu on the Lord Fefius Chriſt, Rom. 
£14 twill be impoſſible for her to be very 
wiouſly careful about her garments. This 
jour temper of her mind will by a holy /e- 
kdemarn ſhuffle the Romances out of her 
kd, and ſubſtitute Oracles of Truth ; will 
Wiet her dream away her time in phanraſtic 
mes, and elaborate nothing, bur promther #0 
e all diligence to make her calling and eleftion 
we; In a word, when ſhe once underſtands 
Wat it is to ſpend one hour deyoutly, ſhe will 
Weayor to reſcue all the reſt from trifles and 
wertinent entertainments; & employ them 
purpoſes more worthy the afoad wk of her 
Wg. Thus may ſhe almoſt inſenſibly wind 
ſelf our of the ſnare, difintangle her ſelf 
bm thoſe temtations wherewith ſhe was en- 
apt ; and by having her beart /0 [et at i- 
Wy, may run the waies of Gods Commandments. 
= I19. 
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126 S'CALLING. "Pan 
*;146.” BuT /privar: Devotion; tho- of excel 
lenr:effe& ,' cannot commure for the omiſhol 
of public; - tioriindeed' can (it lorig mainrinl 
irs vigor, unleſs ſomtimes cheriſhed 'bythe 

warmth of "Chriſtian Aſſemblies;” and if God 


pleaſe ro viſit them in their Cloſets, they 
ial 


even by theif own Laws of Ciyility ob 


- to' return his Viſis, and attend him in bi 
— Houſe. I fear too many adapt the iriftancein 
_ theformaliry too., and comeas'unconcernedly 


to him as they do to oneanother; *Tis true] 


_ thoſe that pay him a cordial' Reyerence'# 


home, will certainly do itat the Church, aid 


thetefore by the little we ſee performedh 


ſome there , we may doubt God ſees as litrleit 


' their Retirements. Bur what ſpeak I of at 


hearty Reverence, when tis viſible that there 
are/thoſe that pay nonic at all ? How rare 
fighr' is it for ſom Ladies ro'appear at Church? 
How many times (Thad almoſt ſaid hundreds) 
do we ſee their Coaches' ſtand ar the Play: 
houſe, for once'at Gods? They ſeem ro owt 
hodiſtin&ion of daies, unleſs it be , that Sun- 
day is their moſt vacant ſeaſon to take Phyſic 
or to lie a-bed; and if ſuch do ever come tolf® 
Church, Devotion is like to be the leaſt part 
of their errand; ſome new Garment perhaps 
or-Dreſs is ro beſhewed , andthar thought the 
place whete the 'moſt critical Judges of rhoks 
thitigs will be-moſt art leſure ro'obſerve them 
or if they come not to teach new Faſhions,” i 
'T- E070 A - ma 
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TO AE” 


be they'come to learn, . and ſuch Docu- 

bs will be ſurer ro be put in practice, then 

Lin-the Sermon. Poſlibly they expe to 

ſome Friendior Acquaintance there, andas 

thrift were-to be ſerved (as hewas born )in 

dan, make his Houſe the common rendez- 

zin-which to meet their Aſociates.- If 

ey have any more ingenious attraRives ; 'ris 

amonly thatof curioſity, to hear ſome new 

dbrated Preacher, and that rather for his 

ecoric- then; his- Divinity ;:/ and this Morive 

koirhe beſt of :the-ſet) is butlike that which 

ward with choſe Fews St. Fohn mentions, 

weame to Fefas that they might ſee Lazarns, 
WE. CL E971 E430 + Fete 

7.4 ſhall not-rank among theſe Motives, 

rof:Hypoctific and ſeeming Holineſs, | for 

prichar allithe. reſtdo acquirthem. Indeed 

Eahr only.ſrawhich this. Age has ſeemed to 

ds) Morn; and that too only by way of Antipert- 

yEnc by:tho:Vertue, but the Iniquity of 

viſe Vimes:-Rebigionis-grown ſo unfaſhionable, 

Wonremrible,. that none carr now be temred 

wpur:on ſoiridiculous:a diſguiſe. And:ialtho 

; toffilWito ſingle- perſons 1. confeſs'Hypocrifie' one 

anthe deepeftiGuilts ,- fuch as has a peculiar 

prribn''afipad;'irby :Chrift in the place of 

rhe Dre ent , | AMutth; 4. 51. yet as to Communi- 

ofeilies;51 cannor' bur: think iitcbetrer ro. have 'a 

ne >of: Religion :then Profaneſs. ; The :ex- 

-pleof the former may work beyond-irs ſelf, 


and 
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WE ,'- adi Takagk Godlines ry aa maypt 
b duce the power'of it in. others; but a partery 
[of Profanencſs,{the farther -it. operates; -the 
' worſe,. and-all;the progreſs-it:can make, i 
from one wickedneſs to another, ſo that] fear 
as St. Bernard wiſht for his: Feayer again, do 
the: Church may ere ; long for her Hype 
CHIES: | 
48. But-ro recal my ſelf 7 this digretl 
A, -let us; a little enquire how thoſe whom 
the fore-mention'd: Motives gon! Church 
behave themſelves there; and thar-is indedl 
with. great Conformity to the'ends of their 
coming , their errand. is not:to be Suppliants, 
neither do they put themſelyesin the pofkicg} 
Kneeling is: impertinent- for:them. who .mean 
*not.to. pray; 'but-as the Apoſtl deſeribesaky 
Idolatrous ſervice of the [/raehki 
daws to cat. and drink and roſe:up pu Play zidh 
theſe. fir doww to talk and ding with:chow 
'Pew-fellows;': and riſe:;up: TOt) _— 
abbur them::: When theydligukdbe 
Their Sins £01 ighty Goid.,. they: 
miſhon: of a Inno 7 ſomis other 
_ Conde yh 
_ FRANC GOL | | 
they are __— ITO ol camet9 
Tozen,cor gacgoutz;onay:, herkaſ 
the TheatertigrBrctdg he 4 into: ohe[Femple - 
oy PlaytheyJauris' 'recollefted; pa hs 
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i. Topics of diſcourſe, nay-irwere ſcanda-; 
pfor: ahe-that; reptoves themitapretend to 
Wyiby how: many: Impertinencics (to ſay 

- "a "1 > p 
orſe'):thcy: projane that Holy Place and | 


M—_ G7 OTC OFT. O15 £990 | 
wo: Bur that All-ſeeing Eyo;in Whoſe pre-! 


kectheyratey keeps an exactarcount., and. 
bicharge:them not. only with che-principle. - 
ktheprodue ;\ notionly with; their own. Ir- 
erences, | but: with) thoſe, which, by their 
wnplc- or incoutagement-thoy: haye occafi- 
Win others ;- nay; farther, ven. with that 
adal- that 'redounds- to Chriſtianity by it. 
ſb zhen-one that is 0; chuſh.a/Religion, 
Wl-read the Precepts of Pythagoras , .enjoin+ 
=: thatthe Gods mult not beworthiprin pal- 
Wby: 2s it were acgidentally;.boatwith ihe 
teſt folemnity; and'intehtion; when they 
Eii:confder the care:of Numa: in inflitucing 
Wicers; who at Sacrifices, andall DiyigeSer2 
Wes; fhould: call upon-the Peoplerto Leone 
Wet and advert.coi Devotions: ds. but the pray 
Se@of.cho:;preſent Mahomerans,, who permit 
We:ro-fit.intheir Mo/cbes, nor to pray with: 
eiproftcation. When.lfay thisjsiconſidered,, 
rode par'd-with the deandalanABAFeoncy 
aableiinour Churches |, /hewiltecrtainly, 
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nelade! Chriftiaficy-fcom.-all camperition in 
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proches ro the Fon Sex,: bee 
ti6ns: when Gentle. 


a 


effect of inhyebedncy 
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bf the moſt univerſal Concern ,. 1 mean the 
infefion of Sins, which the. wiſdom, of our 
acch-has fitly placed in the beginning of 
'$ ryYice, as the neceſſary IncroduRion ro 
Lche-reſt., For conſidering how obnoxious 
arcall ro the wrath and vengeance of God, 
war fixſt buſineſs is to, deprecate that by an 
Samble confeſſion of our guilt. Wouid, any 
Kalefactor that had forfeited his life to: Ju- 
ice, come boldly ro his Prince, and with-. 
Wr-raking notice of his Crimes, importune 
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Sim to beſtow the greateſt Fayors'a | Digni- 
Ses.upon him ? Yer 'ris the very ſame abrupt 
mpudence in us, to ſupplicate rhe Divine 
Majeſty , before we artemr to attone him.; to 
Ekoood things from him , before we have ac- 
Snowledg'd the ill we have don againſt him. 
And to fuch God ma juſtly make ſuch a re- 
Sum as Avgufrs did to one that had enter- 
ined him much below his Greatneſs : I knew 
_ WS - - nor 
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Abiciparethe time , "Ri dowie: at the poſts of ix 
ors, Prov 7.8. 3r- upd gonerivetobe therobs 


groan] ARE pre- 


JAE" Hat hots few who d6 come early; ſpend 


- incetval before Setvice-in talking with one 
x, by Which they do'nor 'only-loſe the 
re-of' that time for preparation; but 
"convert itinto'the dire contrary ,/ido thereby 
ati: y unfit and indiſpoſe themſelves. ' God: 
Knows/our hearts, even in their moſt compo- 


ted tempet; 'are to apt'to create/diverſions; 


we tice HO cfger Gameforthem tochaſe, and 
ke ; refacing our praier with ſeculardifcourſe, 
make a gap for the ſame thoughts-to:return 
Up 7p us' in-them. Beſides, relation to the 
Þ "it has 'a ſpice of Profaneneſs, *tis the 
the "Moabrte and the Ammonite into 
brag le; "Dewe. 23. 3. a kind of Invaſion 

= | Gods opriety, by introducing our world- 
1y concerns as divertiſements into:the Houſe 
which 18 called by His Name, ſolemnly de- 
dicated to-him,, and therefore dedicated that 
it might be His peculiar. - $o-that _ a lit- 
He 'yariarion,' we may to fuch apply the ex- 
Foalnciry ers of the ryan: aac to the Co 


rinthians , 
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Bw; + Cor! 1i:ir2. whan, -have ye 'not 
ws 721k and' converſe in, ordeſpiſe yethe 

who God? Bur this'is, I contels, a re- 

har will not reach to many; there be- 

f6-few of'rhe-berrer fort that come:ecarly 

ph to talk before'Service,: ind as forthoſe 

pxXalk/ ar-it; *we'have already ranke them 
t-anocher Clair.” Yer give:me leave to: 

F- that" thoſe” fall not much ſhorr of. that 

ee” of profaneneſs', 'who-come'lare only 
waſe*they- are lorh to riſe,,' or toabateany 

Wer of the'curiofiry! of their Dreſs. For ſhe 
ut Bae prefers her ſloth" or her /vanity before. 
ds Service, 'islike (how decently foeyerſhe 
aye her ſelf )''to give but an'unſignificant 

Wendance at it; © - -& 

4 Bur 1 gueſs. this may. in many proceed 
Rm/another cauſe, which tho leſs in their in- 
wition, is nor ſo'in reſpect either of irs-un- 
mſbnableneſs, or its effects; and that isanun- 
a wl-cſtimarethey make of the parts of Gods 
device. This laſt Age has brought in ſuch | 
apartiality for Preaching, thar Praicr ſeems 
@mparatively (like Sarah toi Hagar); deſpi- 
alc-in their Eyes: ſo that-if they can bur 
We time enough to the Sermon, they think 
&y- have diſcharged their weightier-part of 
Law, and of their own duty. This mif- 
Weſwaſion, tho: it.have too generally diffuſed 


Wh chro both Sexes,.yer ſeems to have bin 
wy eſpecially imbibed by the Female. -- And 


4 beſides 
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'  weekdaics'aftord no leſs: Let hens beals 
Qure, cho at the remoteſt part of the Town, 
whar hurrying is there: to ir.;; But let rheBdll 
role neyer. fo loud for the Canonical hoursof 
Common Praier , 'twill-nort. call the neareft9 
the $54 -—eTAE I ſpeaknot of thoſe who 
are at defiance with out Service; and haye 
liſted themſelyes in ſeparate Congregations 
(for I intend+not to trace them thro their wild 
mazes ) butof thoſe whoyet own our Church; 
and obje&'not to its Ofkices:, but only have 
ſuffered theiryvalu for theni'to be inſenfibly un 
dermined by-their greater/zeal for Preaching, 
\ God ſure .intends an: Harmony-in all Sacted 
Ordinances, and would nothave them ſer 
a party againſt each other , but mutually aſi 
each others operation upon -us. Thus Praier 
hae vn oes us to receive benefit by Preaching, 
an 


Preaching teaches us-how-to pray aright; 
and God grant we may long enjoy the public 
rtunities of both. Yet ſince this Age has 
brought them to a competition , I muſt take 
leave to fay, that if we come impartially to 
weigh Praicr and Preaching , the balance will 
incline another way then it ſeems with many 
rodo, _ we ſhall find Praier the more eſſen» 

tial part of Religion. 
: 7% T-n'z end of Preaching is twofold, 
either: ro teach us what we know not , or to 
excite us. to praftice what we already know: 
now 


In crlarion £6 pe Ha firſt? 6Þ theſe :ends:; 
there is: a wide difference' between 
Ching at the firſt -promnlgartiow1 of the: 
1; and now;” Twas then;the only. way 
yeling to the World the whole myſtery 
=D fo that' the-Apoltles infe- 

5 then irrefragable, How hall they be-. 

w bom of whom they have not beard, and 
H'-they hear without a Preacher 2 Rom. 

be Bur where ' Chriſtianity is: planted, 
: the- New Teſtament received, we haye 
n'the whole Dofrine of Chriſt; nay 
not only” the'-matrer, bur the very 
Fof thoſe Sermons which: Chriſt and his 
$ Preached; fo that unleſs 'we- think 
x \ not ſufficiently gifted, we cannot bur 
| = we-tayve'th them 'ample inftru-: 
&borh for- Faith and Manners; enough, 
ts: ſpeaks; ro make ins wiſe imo 
#08"; 2 Tim. $. 15. * And the: reading 
'being a -eonfiderable- part of our 
ec Service,'we have the moſt 'genuine.- 

- even' before” the Miniſter aſcends 
Pu pit. Beſidesfor the help of thoſe whoſe 
0 i or incapacity difables them from mak- 
collettions thence for themſelyes , our 
rel has epitomiz'd 'the moſt neceſſary 

ants of Belief and Practice in the Catechiſm, 
'F (as the Romin Y to preclude their far- 
brſearch , bur'ro ft upp ply them in the interim 


they are qualified forit; and by that early 
| in- 
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[Lats; 
L ptr ey inre- 
s-for thele.who 


Patio, Criſt MoJenmitharciaer oy 
21 Genera . 7.concern'd ne other end of 


ClLACKEGAT \heedleineſs .; 
rat of ſooking/bo r6:8,-or clic by awi y 
toftratien of-aur ſelves3o.ity ſothat wepken 

Heetl;to, herouſed out.of. urneghgence, ro be 
ghre of--our Fubbagneſs,-:and by: 2 
dn.;of choſe; rubs We, cithgs, 
del 


ch crave thn 9 vu f 
run-fromSermon'to-Sarmon,!# iraow's ha: 
ſelves, no; time; to: chewy; auichs) 

what they hear , ; wilh, ſooner. cone; 
brains; then- better. thair/ lines. / < N | 
becraies them ito. a VIP Is deluſion, i 
divers them;from m anyi ofthe praftical 14m 


F& 


ety; and.,yct; giyes them a confidence 
they .are-extraordinarily:Pious; and by: 
Lbelict that Religion conſiſts principally 
aring., makes them, forget to try them-' 
s. by:-that..more infallible teſt of doing 
Sill. ;.\So. that, whereas God never de-. 
(d;;Preaching. for more then a. guide in 
Eway , they make. it their way, and their. . 
too.3, and Hearing muſt , like a circle, be- 
ind terminate initfelf.. - 
.:1 am ſure. in ſecular concerns, we 


4Þ think him 2 very unprofitable ſervant, 


after. his Lord. had given him direQions 
is co. do;, ſhould be ſo tranſported with 
ing his inſtructions, that he ſhould defire 
aveit infinitly.repeated, and ſo ſpend the 
& wherein he ſhould do the work, And 
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zejudgment of thoſe who do the life in his 


8 ONE would now think that this ra- 
ous appetite of hearing ſhould ſuperſede 
ticeneſs init; yetwe find it does nor, bur 
t-fome.make a ſhift to be at once yora- 
us and ſqueamiſh. If this Spiritual Food 
ot artificially dreſt, 'tis roo groſs for their 
ts: the Phraſe muſt be elegant, the words 
Laccented, and the znticing words of mans 
Wor, which St. Pau/diſclaims in his Preach- 
> 1 Cor..2.. 4. is that which they prin- 
ily 'reguard. Nay, the memory of the 
'$ "Ol Preacher 
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[Preacher becomes the moſt material Point of 
his Sermon', and the firft/glance-on his Book: 
prejudges him. | I need not add the extraya- 
overs . of an uricouth tone, © 2 furious'vs 

2mence, or phantaſtic geſture, wherein the 
ſoul and vital efficacy of Preaching has bin 
folemnly placed. Now 'tis evident; all theſe 
are; 'bur trivial Accompliſhments; ſo thar 
thoſe who inſiſt ſo much on them; do miake 
Preaching much leſs Sacred and Divine then 
indeed"it is; and therefore cannor_ withour 
abſurdity lay the main ſtreſs of Reljpionupon 
it ,« or. make that the higheſt of Gods: Ordi- 
nances, which owes all its gratefulnefs with 
them- to the Endowments of men. / Some 
- may tliink I purſue this ſubje& too far, but 
I am ſure. I do it not with deſign to dero- 
gate fr&th the juſt reſpe&' due to Preaching; 
only F would not haye it monopolize our 
eſteem, or juſtle out another Duty , which 
is of more conſtant uſe, and indiſpenſible ne- 
ceſlity.- | | 
*.59. AND fuch certainly is Praier, that 
reſpiration of the Soul, which is foneceſlary, 
that it admits not of long intermiſſion, and 
therefore ſeems ta carry the fame proportion 
to hearing , which breathing do's to cating: Wi 
we may make long intervals of feeding, and Wi 
yer ſubfiſt; bur if we ſhould do fo.in breath- 
ing,.we cannot recover it. Praier is likethe 
Marning and Evenigg - Sacrifice _ the 
aw, 
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C y fhvch "God oiduined ſhould be 

dreas Preaching ts but like the Read: 

&eks Synagogues on the Sabbaths and 

als: : Inde however we haye con- 

} the toms. *ris Prajer only that can 

7: be called rhe Worſhip” of 'God; 'tis 

boy y whichwe pay liim his folemn komage ; 

ping his Soveraignty,, andourowrn. 

alice. When we' kar, wedonomore 

dohia every Diſciple does to his Maſter ; 

kw vhen we pray; 'we own himas the fpring 
Elource of all the/good we expect, as the 

| nh pr-of our Being; "and the Obje& of our 

ation: in a word; we do by it profeſs 

n Four God; it —_ ati impreſs 'of meer na- 

| be to fopp icate the Deity we ac- 


AND as by Peater we «tender the greateſt 
Hor to God, fo likewiſe do'we procure 
peace adyantages to our ſelves. Praier | 

-powerfull - gens by which'we draw 
n Bleſſing $; e Key which lets us in- 
yh intebvnſe Stote-houſe of the Almigh 
'ris that upon which he efficacy of Preach. 
& vine The:word is bur a dead let- 
br without the” Spirit; / and God has promiſed | 
vet to none bur theſe thar ask-it, Lake 
7. +3. $0'thar'Prafcr is that which enlivens 
Ani deny our molt Sacred Actions: and 
* ccordingly'in Sciiptare'we find tr ſtill acon- 
Hratit iv all-Botlefiaftical concerns; When 
| S 2 an 


ue tb th 4 5 a 
rk 515 Fae TOM NR 0, Let Ws 
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an Dy wogey 


of. _—I "rov: 16-43: had big in 
dipole ſolemn Prajer, , + Fz 24::11S0 


when Barnabas and'Saut wereto be ſeparated 


wo po Winittty:, tho-'the- + 672 Whos 
Holy Ghoſt; yorrhut Gapekdaded 

T — of Praier: : the A poles pac 

(yea,” and/fafted toe): before they laitlhands 

on'themi;, As 13. 3.+;Nay.;.: gue Bleſſed $a: 

- vior himſelf ,.tho Heoknew: ey rl Man, 


and needed / no 'guidance; bur! his. own- Omnj- | 


ſcience in-his-choice ; 'yet-we find-thar before 
his EleRion of the twelve; Apoſtles; he. con- 
.tinued awhole night in. Praier to'God; Luke 
16, 12.- doubtleſs , to- teach us how. requiſit 
Praier is in all -our importantintereſts; which 
like the Pillar.of Cloud, ;and+Fire te the 1/ 
raeltes , is: our beſt Convoy thro the Wilder- 
-neſs, thro all the ſnargs and temtations., thro 
all the calamities and diffreſſes of-chis World, 


and our moſt infallible guide fo. the, Land of | 


Promiſe: - -- fntelil colic dh 25h 
-61.- A'N-d; ſure when, all theſe Ie. the pro- 
rties of Praier , tho priyat-/ they willinot leſs 

vr tothe public. -Suehi a conſpiration and 


union: of importunare-: -Deyorion; muſt haves 


: proportionable increaſe, ip -its; effedt;x-: and if 


Heayen:can ſuffer yiolengs. by: the: feryor of 


one- ſingle- Vortary ,/ th; whay- ſtorms ;- what 


bat- 


tie] had: the ſole 
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by; in fo: invincible a poſture $.as upon;irs 
es. The 'Ecclcfiaſtical ſtory tells us-of;4 
jan of Chriſtians in far on , who 
Watpoſture-diſcomfired two: afſailants at 
3: che enemy: and drought;;.-that breath 
eh- they fenr-up in Prajers, : like a kindly: 
mulation return'd/in rain, and relieyved-the 
mtidhing Army: and had we but the fame 
or and the fame innocency, ,could welifr 
Whuc:as purc hands asthey did; there would 
| ho-Bleſſing beyand our teach,. Bur-theleſs 
Woof us find out felves ſoqualified, the more 
d:we have 'to;put our ſelyes among thoſe 


4 > Fo V: x * 
6 


_—_— . $3320, 4 iid VP: t e Bos; oy : 
; 2? THERE is an; unhappy; contagion in 
| IM lik N - . g 
Wdncſs; like/green wood; we may be kind- 
«eg. þ #"the neighboring Flame; the example 
LE zthers Zeabinay-awake-mine: How e- 
ey there is foine-adyantage in being in the 
np? - 6 thaſe::Showers 'of | Benediction 
wach-cheir Praiers-bting 'down;, are ſo-plen- 


o 
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nan thoſe abour them. . We find E4/h, for. 
b/baphet's ſake;; endured the preſence of 
mri”, whom}: otherwiſe. he. profeſſes. he 


uld-nor have:laokt rowards ,: 2 Kings 3: 14: 


aid: God may perhaps-do the likein this caſe x 
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Wl; that ſome-drops ar: leaſt may ſcatter. - 


ys 
cog mortrSnucy and. benefir of -mabli 
; an conſequently the unreaſonable. 
«Ys ſhall now perbrn Par thoſe Fa. 
whom 1 1-tpeak:; -ro'make the A ticationls 
themſelves, and to ſhew they FL, ſo dy their 


| early and more -aſliduous: axvendanes 


; 7 THxxz is alfo' another. Duty: exwhid 
- of thoſe'to whom Ewrite ſeem: to need 
Meitation.,, and-thar is Communicari | 
- pare of- Devorion which the looſer ang 48 


ever thinkin feaſon till their Dearh-bed: -asif 
ie Sacrament, like the Romaniſts extreme 
Union,” were only:-fic-fori expiring Souls. 
Ber is =__ "we may-apply the wo w fa 
to the Woman, Zute"2.4:5. HH 
te By vitg” aniong the dead?.: Why think ye 
char the "Sun of: Righteouſneſs is only to 
Hine in che ſhades 'of 'Death!, or thar Chriſt 
if tever togive'us his Fleth;)-rill we arc put- 
' inp off our own 7 *Fis'one-principal end of 
har Sacrament to/ engage” arid 'enable: us to 
a\hew Hife.7 How prepeterousrthenisir, how 
merly inconfiftent with thar end ro-defer ic 
eo'chie- hour bf Dearth 7: 'Tiwirne;, "tis: a good Wk 
Vieticum for fuck as are'in'their way. wr fic 
ITY us, 'E 
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all. in--an inſtant bring them. into; that | 
; who haye their whole Life poſtedonin 
pontrary. The roads to Heaven and -Hell 
fure roo far aſunder to be within diſtance 
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ine ſtep; nor can it with any ſafety be 


amed , . that once receiving at their Death, 
-expiate ſo many wilful neglects of it in 
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i BuT I ſhall. ſuppoſe theſe total Q- 
Lions are not a comman guilt: yet with 
=y others the fault differs only in degree : 


ww” 


by-do- not wholly omit, but yer come ſo.in- 
c u: ntly, as if t ey thought it a very arbi- 
by- matter whether they come or no. And 
peruly is obſervable in many who ſeem 
give good attendance. on- other parts of 


vine Worſhip. For indeed, 'tis a fad ſpe- 
ele to fee, that let a Church be never ſo 
ch crouded art Sermon, 'tis emtiedin an in- 
ar when the Communion begins: people 
as it were frighted from it, as it the 
pught with thoſe in Malachy, that theT, 
ihe Lord & polluted, Mal. 1. 12. that fome 
ſtor Infeftion would thence break forth up- 
them: A ſtrange gale to the Majeſty, 
Bd inpratitude- to the love of our Redeem- 
=: Let a King, orbut ſome great Man make 
public Entertainment, how hard is ir: to 
ep back the preſſing multitude: many Of- 
ers are neceſſary to repel uninyited Gueſts > 
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Peimicive Chriſtians. in humility,;and-g dl 
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; therefore 
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aC-IILELES: more. ma bs | 2 #4: 
5: I know: this Cle ard thy 


| Ghrouds it ſelf under afair diſguiſe tothe. 


bleſt-Veneration. People ſay ; 'tis their g1 
reverence they: have :for the. Sacrameaz:th 
keeps then ar ſo greata diſtancez:: bat a 


that is buta fictitious reverence which di 


obedience; ahd when: Chriſt co .ouj 
coming, - our drawing back looks/more:liks 
ſtubborneſs and colon.” then aws-and.re 
ſuppoſe we pretend nor to —o_— he 
fear, and a they communicated daily::.4 ag 
ure our reverence 'is of a much dif 
fering make from theirs, if it. produ: 
contrary effects. Indeed'tis to be fearcd,.t 
many put a greatcheatupon themſclyes int 
matter; The Euchariſt is-juſtly _— 


| higheſt of Divine Ordinances; and PI 


think of no, preparation. in other, yet,have 
ſome- general: impreſſions-of the neceflir La, 
in-this: bur the uncaſineſfs. of the. task di 

rapes thein, they dare not; come withoutd 2 
Wedding Garment, and yet-are:loth to, beat 
the-pains to-pur ir, on: ſo that all this goodly 
prerextof reverence, is burthe Devil in Sam 
ers Mantle ,'is but ſloth clad inthe habirof-u 1 . 
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ArD to this-tamtarion of; ſloth, .rhere 
mecr'thing ſubſervienc; and that is the 
ad-flighc' opinion. which is commonly 
bf fins of Omiſſion.,' Many are ftartled 
© Commiſſions; think them to carry a 
deformity and horror, who in the mean 
pok on omiſſions; only as privations and 
hot} ings, - as if: all the a Pre> 
Fere only things .of form , purinby God 
fo: try: -our-inclinations, then to ob- 
kir:pertotmance;; and ſo were rather o- 
jes and propoſals 'which we may aſſent 
for, then-injuntions which at our peril 
aſt obey: A, fancy no leſs abſurd then 
ws... That God ſhould be content ſo to 
euhd with his Creatures ( and like a 
& oyer-power'd. by ;his Vaſſals ) conſent 
hicall cheir Homage , abſolye them from 
bhrive Duty :;; ſo. they would be bur ſo 
as! not flie:/in; his-face, or' to commit 
ge-on his Perſon. - But this wild imagi- 
8.nceds no other confutation, then that 
of -Inditement our Savior'gives us, as . 
Hodel of. that which ſhall be uſed: at the 
Day, Matth. 25. where the whole Pro- 
wes againſt-ſins.of omiſſion, and yer. the 
hee is as diſmall and irreyerfible.,. as if all - 
Orr -mewyt 'in:the World had-bin putin- 
©Bilk. i e Sarls. | 
LAND certainly-of all Omifſions none 
I& to: be-more ſeyerely 2 ect then tas 
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he veils even” that fleſh unider/the- forme 
our corporal nouriſhmene;' only 'that he ma 
the more indiſſolyably unite, yew incorpc 
rate himſelf ' withi us. When fayche dc 
all this, ' we are nor only" impious but'inh 
man if it will nor attra&t-us./ Nay-farther' 
when he does all this upoh the moſt endear 
ing memory of what he has before don fo 
us, when he preſents -himſelfro 6urembracel 
in the ſameform-wherein he-preſentedhin 
Felf to Godfor our expiation, whett he ſhew 
us thoſe Wounds which'our iniquities made 
thoſe Stripes' by which we'were healed, tha 
Death by which we-are revived, ſhall went 
<ompleate the-Scene of his Paſſion ;-force hin 
alſo ro that'patheric' complaint, Zam.'1/1 
Have ye-ne regard, all ye that paſs by2'Shal 
[we inſtead of Smnirtia ourbreaſts ( as didothe 
Witneſſes of his ſufferingsi)-turn our'backs 
If we can habitually do this, 'tis-robefeare 
*the next degree will bers iwap our headstoo 
and: we' ſhall have the profaneneſs' ro detic 
wo | | WI 


Ewe haye not'the: Piety to commemorate. 

LAND this ſeems to be no improbable 

z. for in Religion there are gradual decli- 

ons as well as advances; coldneſs and te- 

ity will (if not ſtopr in its progreſs )quick- 

grow. to lothing and contemt. _ And indeed 

what can we more reaſonably impute the 

ar overilowings of profaneneſs among us, 

pro our ill husbanding the means of Grace 2 

W: certainly of all thoſe means there is none 

greater energy and-power then the bleſſed 
crament. 

69g. WERE. there no other benefit deri- 

& from it, ſave that which the preparation 

aplics, 'twere very conſiderable. It brings us 

arecolleGtion, fixes our indefinite apples 

Jearching and tryin our waies, #. hy elſe 

Ehaps we ſhould infinitly defer; ſtops our 

riere in fin, andby acquainting us with our 

Ives, ſhews us where our danger lies, and 

Wwe are to ayertit, what breaches are made 

wpon our ſouls, and how we muſt repair 

Rm, all which are with many ſeldom thoughr 

þ butwhen the time of communicating ap- 

bches. - We live ſo far off from our ſelves, 

bow ſo little what is don in us, that wean- 

er the deſcription the. Prophet makes þ- 

e ſurprize of Babylon, of which the King 

acow nothing till Poſt after Poſt run to in- 

t00WWrm him., that his City was taken at imeend, 

welier. 5x. 4x. We often lie ſecure while the e- 

ir T 2 - nemy. 
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70. Burt til not only this remoter and acci- 
denral adyantage ( this preventing Grace ) 
- which the Holy Euchariſt affords ;" it contains 
yet greater and more intrinſic benefits, is a 
Spring of aſſiſting Grace alſo: *tis a Magazine 
of Spiritual Artillery to fortify us againſt all 
aſſaults of the Devil', the great Catholiconfor 
all the Maladies of our Souls , that which ifdu- 
ly received, will qualify us ro make St. Pauls 
boaſt, Phil. 4.13. 1candoall things throChriſ 
which firengthens me. In a word , *tis to us 
. Whatever we need, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 
SanQificdtion and Redemtion, becauſe it poſ- 
ſcſſes us bf himwhois ſo, x Cor. x32; ſo that 
when ever we negle&jt, we manifeſtly betray Wi 
our own ihtereſt, and do implicitly chuſe WW® 
death, whilft we thus run from life. | | 
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Tt THus we ſee there is a concurrence of 
forts of Arguments for this voy , Oh that -- 
i (at leaſt)of them may prevail! If weare 
Wrrractablecnough to do it in obedience, yet 
Fus be ſo ingenious as to do it for Love, 
Gratitude; or if for neither of thoſe, let 
tie at leaſt ſo wiſe as to do it for intereſt and 


mough, fo that it would be one part of the 
tenefir, its taking up ſome of their time: ler 
Fit therefore earneſtly befeech them not ro 
Saudg a few of their yacant hours to this ſo 
mppy an emploiment. 
©2..DrD any of their near Friends and Re- 
wnons invite them to an interview, they 
would not think him too importune, tho he 
epered the fummons weekly, nay daily , bur 
would puncGually obſerve the meeting: And 
Wen their Savior ſeldomer entreats their 


or pany, ſhall he not obtain.it ? muſthene- 
&r ſee them bur at two or three ſolemn 


Wes of the year? and ſhall chey wonder ar 
Wy intervening invitation '( 'as' the Shuna- 
wes Huſband did at her going'to the Pro- 
her, when it was neither new Moon nor Sabbath 
LY 2 Kings 
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2 Kings:4--23. ) and. tell him 'tis-nor. yer 
Eafter or Chriſtmas: this were not only to 
be irrcligious but rude; - and methinks thoſe 
who ſtand ſo much upon the pun&tilios of Ci, 
vility to one another; ſhould nor then only 
lay aſide their. good manners when they are 
to. treat;-with their Redeemer. | Certainly 
he is not ſo. unpleaſaut company that they 
need ſhun;his converſe: if he do: appear ſoto 
any, 'tis that ſhunning that is the-cauſe of it, 
He: do's not. open his treaſures to wy 
they that come now and then for form ſake, 
no wonder. if their entertainment beas-cold 
as their addreſs. They:that would indeed 
eaſt bow ſweet the Lord 1s, Pſa. 34. 8. muſt 
| by the frequency of their coming ſhew. the 
heartineſs of it, and then they would indeed 
merge a feaf? of fat things, as the Prophet 
ſpeaks. | 
; (ak IN.a word, let them but make expe- 
riment ,. reſolye for a certain time ( be it 
' a year or:thereabouts )-to/omit no-opportu- 
nity , ( and: with' all no due preparation ) of 
communicating. I am a little confident they 
will: afterwards need no- other importunity 
but- that of: their own lengings: the expira- 
tion! of -that: definit time will prove the be- 
ginning) of: an: indefinit, and their reſoluti- 
ons:\will-/have no other limit bur their lives. 
For certainly there is not in all the whole 
myRtery of :Gadlineſs, \in-all the Occoneny 
14.8 A QI 


the' Goſpel, ſo expedite, ſo infallible a | 
bas of Growth in grace, as afrequentand 
hy | participation of this blefled Sacra- 
it. T cannot therefore more' pertinently 
ſe this Section, then with this exhorta- 
n to it, by which they. will 'nort only 
ipleate all their Devotions, 'crown and 
tlow-the reſt-of their 'Oblations' to God), 
they will be advanced alſo in all parts of 
Rical Picry. For tho this and other ſacred 
Wices be perform'd in the Church, the effi- 
ey of them is not circumſcribed within 
Wore” walls, but follows the: devour foul 
me alt the occurences of human life. 

4 Sh: that has intently confider'd the - 
mefence/of God intheSanfQuary, - has learn'd 
W@nmuch 'of his ubiquiry, that ſhe will not 
1 forget itin other + hl , andſhe that re- 
embers that, will need no other guard to 
Fente her innocence; no other incentive to 
Wimate her endeayors, ſince ſhe is view'd 
F-him who is equally powerful to puniſh or 
Eward:,” who regards not the perſons of the 
mphty ,' nor can be awed into the conni- 
ance of a crime. ' Indeed a ſerious adyer- 
Mce” to the diyine Preſence, is the moſt 
wrtain- curb to all diforderly appetites, as 
on*he- contrary the tot having God before 
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Meir eies;” is in Scripture the comprehen- 
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We -defcription of 'the moſt wretchleſs pro- 
Woared {tate of fin.” Tt concerns therefore 
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"oſe who. aſpire to.true-Picty ; tononriſh 
that awful ſenſe of cheirhearts,” as that which 
wal beft 'enable them to. practice: the Ap 
Hes. advice, 2Gor.7-1. To cleanſe themſelves 


MA 

So 48 
JN Fas 
Mats, 


from all filthine/s of the fleſh and ſpirit , and 


ro per fett halmeſs in thefear of God. | 
:.-75. I am ſenſible that this Section is ſpun 
out. to a length very unproportionable to the 
former; but as the' principal Wheel-in an ar: 
cificial moyement may be allowed abulk ſom- 
what anſwerable: to its. uſe, ſo upon:the ſame 
account,, the {fize of this is not unjuſtifiable, 
the Picty. which this {ligne to recommend, 
cing the :one neceſſary. thing, which muſt 
influence :all other endowments. . We know 
the courſe reſemblance ;So/omm makes of a 
' fair woman without diſcretion, that ſhes like 


a 


. 4.jewel of. gold in a fwintes ſnout, Pro. 11. 12, 


but even that diſcretion (if any ſuch couldbe) 


_ without Piery were burt.the pacing one.jewel 
ble 
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more, expoſing another. valuable rhing to 


» "he ſame lefpicable ridiculous uſe. But to 


Ipeak truly there is no;real diſcretion,” where 
there is no. Religion: .and. therefore So/omon 


- 


ſeems in, this place to; underſtand by it that 
ratical Wiſdome, which in the ſacred Dia; 
ſea ( his. Writings eſpecially ) is, equivalent 


to. the fear. of che Lord. ../Tis true there-may 
be. a..rallying : wit to, ſcoff,.and abuſe a ſc 

entine  Wilineſs: ro. undermine and-dexcive; 
Pot that. ſort of Wiſdom (like that-of Ab 
the en EO, Fophiet} 
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EV. Of Puly. 5 4 
e) finally converts into fooliſhneſs; does 1 
ty often appear to do ſo inthis life, but muſt 
tainly in the next, becauſe it builds upon a 
& bottom, prefers Temporal things before 
trnal. And as neither Beauty nor Wit, (the 
celebrated accompliſhments of Women ) 
will neither Greatneſs nor Honor give an 
rantage without Piety , *twill only # ha 
b already obſerved) make them more exem- 
ary ſinners, inflame the account, and ſo ex- 
iſe them to a greater degree of condemnati- 
In: for ſure 'tis not their Sex that will reſcue 
em from the diſmal denunciation of the wiſe 
an, W:/4.6. 6. Mighty men ſhall be mightily 
wented. I conclude all with another irre- 
a Migable maxim of the ſame Author. Whether 
like We be rich, noble, or poor , their glory ts the fear 
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Of Virgins. 


, E ' have taken a view of 

thoſe general Qualificati- 

. ons, Which are at-oncethe 

_—_' 474 Duty and” the [Ornament 
|; "WF _' of the Female Sex ” conff- 

& a at tar rge: Thels,' like the conimbn' Ge- 

lus, involye all. But there are alfs ſpecific 
L differences ariſing. from: the ſeveral po Een 

{i ey ane aree of Li ife”, fone whereof tay 

orearerde 7en of the £ G Ver, 

$. and _ may ” have ſome UtinA Hd pe. 

= V 2 culiat 
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| _and 4 ion : and | of theſe ous. | 


| © - fo > ha "Us im ble to he! 11th 
SY ©-Bur the 5al and -mioft diſting 
{ "Scenes/,-in which . ey > nee; Call Pony 
TI, to- be an Actor; are theſe three 
eremity, Marriage , and Widdowhood: which 
differ widely from each other, ſo for 
che diEchargi ging their reſpe&ive. Durjes , there 
a, vrcaline cautions” worthy "ro: be adyert 
ca to. 
2. VIRGINITY is firſt, in order of 
time, 3nd-if wewill take St. Paufs judgment; 
in reſpe& of excellence alſo, 1 Cor. 5. And 
w_ , the that preſerves her ſelf in thar ſtate 
ae the account he' mentions , ver. 33. that 
care for the things that are of the Lord, 
Et at fir may be holy both in body £2648 gh 
deſerves agreat deal of Veneration;, n 
king. ones of the neareſt ap he 
Neg te.: And accordingly int 
es., Tuch a Cons A nts bad i in 
lar Eſtimation, and: by the affignment 
we Cong r hath; a particular Coro- 
NET. OX- ELON ing. to it; aY..,,. Ven a> 
mong..the "He athens, a Conſecrated IT 
was-[ AEdon 23S A thing molt. Sacred. The 
KAR Veſtals' hag extraordinary trlens 
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1 OfFogm. 157 : 
red them by the State : and they were 
rally held in ſuch Reverence,; that Teſta- 
ts, and other Depoſitums of the greateſt 
it, were uſually committed to their Cuſto-- 
25 to the ſureſt and moſt inviolable San- 
ary. Nay , their preſence was ſo to convie- 
falcfattors;. the Magiſtrates veiling their 
es when. they appear'd, and giving up the 
minal to the commanding Interceſſion of 


toin Innocence, . | 

>, AS for the Religious Orders of Virgins, 
the preſent Roman Church, tho ſome, and 
le. very. great abuſes have crept in; yet I 


nk 'rwere to be wiſhed, that thoſe who ſup- 
e 


-* 


ps 
of 


[4 : 


| chem in this Nation , had confin'd them- 
es within the bounds of a Reformation , by 
Ing rather to rectifie and regulate, then a- 
&. Bur tho there be not among us ſuch So- 
ies, yet there may be Nuns who are not 
tteſt.. She who has deyored her heart to 
d, and the better to ſecure his Intereſt a- 
aſt the moſt inſinuating Rival of Human 
7c, intends to admit none, and praies that 
may not, do's by thoſe humble purpoſes 
ſecrate herſelf ro God: and perhaps more 
ebrably,chen if her preſumtion ſhould make 
more poſitive, and engage berina Vow, 
is not ſure to perform. _. 

Burt this is: a caſe does not much need. 
ing; in our Clime , wherein Women are 
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, x58 THE LADIES CALLING. Pazz if. 
ſo little rranſporred with this zeal of yolug- 
rary Virginity, that there are but few can find 
patience for it when neceſſary. An'old Maid 
is now thought fuch a Curſe, as no Poetic fy: 
ry'can exceed, look'd on as the moſt calami- 
tous Creature in Nature. And I' fo far yeild 
to the opinion; as to confeſs it to thoſe wl 
.are kepr in that ſtate againſt their wills ; bur 
ſure the original of that Miſery 'is from the 
deſire , not the reſtraint of 'Marriage : le 
them but ſuppreſs thar once, -and the other 
will never be their infelicity.” Bur I muſt nor 
be'fo unkind'to the Sex, as to think 'tis al- 
waies ſuch defire that giyes them averſion tc 
Celibacy ; I doubr not, many are frighted 
only with the vulgar contemrt under which 
that ſtare lies: for which if there be nocure 

ret there is the ſame armor againſt this, which 
1s againſt all other cauſlefs Reproches , viz 
ro contemn it. Yet. I am a little apr to be 
lieye there may be _.a pteyention in the' caſe 
Tf the ſuperannuared Virgins would behaye 
themſelves with Gravity and Reſervedneſs 
addict themſclyes to the ſtricteſt Virtue anc 
Piety , they would givethe World ſome cauſe 
to believe 'twas not their neceſſity , bur theit 
choice which.kept them unmarried ; that they 
were pre-engap'd to a better Amour, eſpoil 
ed ro. the Spiritual 'Bride-proom : and thi 
would give them among' the ſober ſort, : 
Jeaſt the reverence! and'eſteem*of Ms” 
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£ after all caution and endeayour , they 
ice to fall under the Tongue of malicious 
derers ; this is no more then happens in 
pther. Inſtances of Duty : and if contemr 
to -be avoided, Chriſtianity it ſelf muſt 
quitted as well as Virgin Chaſtity. Bur if 
the other ſide, they endeayour todiſpguiſe 
ir-Age by all-the Impoſtures and Gaieties 
| youthful dreſs and behavior, if they {till 
d: themſelves | among the joungeſt and 
eſt company, betray a joung Mind in an 
d Body ; this muſt certainly expoſe them 
ſcorn and cenſure. If no Play, no Ball 
Dancing-meeting can eſcape them; people 
undoubtedly conclude that they deſire 
wr off themſelyes, to meet with Chapmen, 
p.ſo conſtantly keep the Fairs. I wiſh 
efore they would more univerſally try the 
emer Expedients , which I am confident is 
g beſt Amuler againſt the reproch they fo 
ch dread , and may alſo deliyer them from 
& danger of more coſtly remedy; I mean 
gt" of an unequal and imprudent March, 
wch many have ruſh'd upon as they have 
Wifrighted from. the other, and fo by an 
happy contradiction, do both ſtay long and 
ar Vaſtily , gall their necks to ſpare their 
8s, and run into the yoke rather then hear 
iflipht'and unreaſonable a reproch. They 
edinot, I think', be-upbraided with the 
ly-of ſach an Election, | ſince their own 
Wy RG 10 . 
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Experience is (to many of them) bur'too ſe. 
vere a Monitor; I ſhall not inſiſt farther on 
this, but having given the elder Virgins thar 
Enſign of their Seniority, as to ſtand firſt in 
my Diſcourſe, I ſhall now addreſs more gene- 
rally to the reſt. ET . 
6. AND here the two grand Elements ef. 
ſenrial to the Virgin ſtate , are Modeſty and 
Obedience, which tho neceſfary to all, ye 
are in a more-eminent degree requir'd here. 
And therefore , tho I have ſpoken largely offilf 
the vertue of Modeſty in the firſt part of this 
Tra&, yet it will not be impertinent to make 
ſome farther refleftions on it, by way of ap-i 
plication to Virgins, in whom Modeſty ſhould 
appear in its higheſt Elevation, and ſhould 
come up to ſhamefacedneſs. Her look, her 
ſpeech, her whole behaviour, ſhould ownan 
humble diſtruſt of her ſelf; ſhe is.to look on 
her ſelf butas a Novice, a Probationer in the 


World, and muſt take this time rather to learn 


and obſerve, then to dictate and preſcribe. In- 
deed there is ſcarce any thing looks morein- 
deeent, then toſee a young Maid too forward 
and confident in her talk. *Tis the opinion 
of theWiſe-man, Ecc/. 32.8. that a young man Wy 
ſhould ſtarce ſpeak , tho twice ask'd : in propor-i 
tion to which, *cwill ſurenot become a young 
 Woman', whoſe Sex puts her under greater 
reſtraints , to'be either importunate or magi- ſj 
ſterial in her Diſcourſe. And tho that which 


for- 
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) ſes net Ages call boldneſs, is now only Aſſu- 
he and good Breeding, yet we have'ſcen 
mah bad ſuperſtructures upon- that -Founda- 

on; as ſure will not much recommend it t6. 
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:ne-iz conſidering perſon. | 


&. Burt; there is another breach of, Mode- 
fy, as it relates to Chaſtity, in which.they 
yet more eſpecially concern'd. | The very 
he of Virgin imports a moſt critical: nice« 
6 in that point. Every indecent curioſity ; 
Impure _ , is adeflowring of the mind, 
Wd every the leaſt corruption of them gives 
me degrees of defilement to.the Body too, 
bor between the ſtate of pure immaculate Vir- 
tity , and arrant Proſtitution, thereare ma: 
tintermedial ſteps ; and ſhe that makes any 
Fthem, is ſo far departed from her firſt In; 
ptity:' She thar liſtens to any wanton Dil- 
vurſe has violated her ears; ſhe that ſpeaks 
ky, her tongue; every immodeſt glance yiti- 
les her eye, and every the lighteſt a& of dal- 
ance leaves ſomthing of ſtain and ſulliage 
denind it. There is therefore a moſt 'rigorous 
tion. requiſite herein: for as nothing 1s 
Wore clean and white then a perfe& Virgini- 
In; ſo eyery the leaſt ſpot or ſoil is the more 
Weernable. Beſides, Youth is for the moſt 
art flexible ,- and eaſily warps into a erooked- 
jeſs, and therefore can never ſetit ſelf too far 
Mm a temtation. Our tender bloſſoms we are 
Wn'to skreen and ſhelter, becauſe eyery un- 
3 X kiadly 
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il 2 om and Serge thanks Jarid hio- 
Ms ; Of be' mote - nice. and delicate” then a 
#ht - not 6 be {« EN- 
any of thoſe '1 ignarnt airs whic 
may bla rr bd 5 ies it, of which God knoyy 
there ap wie ſore thar blew frown with. 
it, #0 "Others from without. - 

Fs Jv-the firſt- fort ,/ there _ is hone nor 
jeyous then Ceriofity, a termatiot which 
ik hiknan Nature | even in Paradiſe : ai Ni 
therefore ſure a feeble'Girt ought not to traft 
her RIF with that which ſubdued Chet bay 
fortified Parent. The truth is; af affected 
Ig: orance cannot be f6- blameable in- other al 
: aS'it 55 contiticndable in this. Tndecd, it is 

| the fireſt 3nd moſt invincible Guard; for ſhe 
who is cutious ro kiiow indeceftir things , *tls 
odds but the will reo Hon and tos dearly buy 
the Tearhihg. Tlie ſapprefling and detefling ll 
ſuch Curio ies is therefore that eminent Hifi: 
damenital piece of Contigence T would recom, 
mend to then) , as that which wilt protect ah and” 
ſecure 4ll- the reſt. * 
. Bur whe they, have ſet this guardiet 
| upon themſelves; they muſt provide again] 
Foreign aſſaults too ; the moſt dangeronſ® 
whereof I take to be ill Company; atid Idle 
" nefs. © Aptinſt the firft they niaſt provide 
by a prudent choice. of Convetfition, whic 4 
ſhould generally be of their own' Sex ; yet noi; 
Ul of War HARE, bur fuch who will at leaf 
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fftain, them innocently, if not profitably. 
unſt the ſecond they may fecure- them-_ 
ies by .a conſtant ſeries of Emploiments : 1 
an not ſuch frivolous. ones as are more idle 
en doing nothing, but fuch as are ingetiu- 
is, and lome way worth their time : where- 
tas the firſt place is to be given to the offi- 
&. of Picty, fo in the Intervals of thoſe, 
re are divers others , by which-they may, 
t-unufeſully fill up the vacancies of” their 
& : ſuch are the acquiring of any of tho- 
ornamental improvements which become 
eie Quality , as Writing , Needle-works , Lan- 
ages, Muſic, or the like. If I fhould here 
lert the; Art of Oeconomy and Houſhold 
nagery , IT ſhould not think 1 affronted 
tm in _it.; that being the moſt proper Femi- 
Ine buſineſs, from which neither weaſth nor 
eatneſs can totally abſolve them : and a lit- 
eof the Theory in their Paretts houſe, would 
wch aſſiſt them towards the Practic when 
ley come to their own. In a word , there are 
ny parts of knowledg uſeful for civil as well 
Ms Divine Life; and the improving them- 
lves in any of thoſe, is a rational emploi- 
10. Bu T I confeſs I know not how to re- 
Wee -to that Head many of thoſe things 
Thich from diyertiſements, are now fſtept up 
be the ſolemn buſineſs of many young La- 
Waecs , (and I doubt of ſome old.) Such is in 
nn - X 2 the 
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the firſt place Gaming , a Recredtion' wholy 


lawfulnels.I queſtion not, whilſt it keeps with: 
in the Fund: of a- Recreation : but: when' it 
ſets up. for a Calling , I know not whence itde, 
rives its licence. And a calling ſure. it ſeems 
to- be. with ſome; a laborious . one too, ſuch 


 asthoy tail night andday at, nay, do not alloy, 


themſelves that remiſſion which the Laws 
both -of God and Man haye provided' for the 
meaneſt Mechanic. 'The Sabbath is to them 
po day of reſt, but this Trade goes on when 
all Shops are ſhut. I know not how they fx- 
tisfie themſelves 'in 'fuch an habitual waſt of 
their time, (beſides all the incidental faults of 
Avarice and Anger but. I much doubt that 
Plea, whatſoever it is which paſſes with them, 
_ will ſcarce hold weight at his 'Tribunal, who 
has commanded ys to redeem, not ſling away 
our time; | | | 
IT. THERE is another thing to which ſome 
deyote a. yery conſiderable part of their time, 
and that 'is the reading Romances, which 
ſeems now to be thought the peculiar and on- 
ly - becoming ſtudy of young Ladies. I con- 
FAA their Youth may a little adapt it to them 
when they were Children, and 'I wiſh they 
were alwates in their eyent as harmleſfs'; 'but I 
fear they often leaye ill impreſſions behind 
them. 'Thoſe amorous - Paſſions, which tis 
their deſign to paint to the utmoſt Life, are 
apt to infinuate themſelyes into their ' un- 
: waty 
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| a 
@ppy ſhall produce an Original. When' a 
oor young Creature ſhall read. there of ſome 
mumphbant Beauty ,” that has I know not how 
many captivd Knights proſtrate” at her feet, 
[he will probably '/be- remted'. to think it a fine 
thing; and may refle&t how much ſhe loſes 
_ STIE - 1.3 
me, that has not yet ſubdu'd one heart :- and 
hen her bufineſs will -be to ſpread her nets; 
iy her toils to catch fome body who will more 
atally enſnare _ her. 'And when ſhe has once 
jound her ſelf into. an Amour, thoſe Authors 
ge ſubtil Caſuiſts for all difficult caſes that may 
cur in it, will inftruct in the neeefſary [Arti- 
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ties of deluding Parents and Friends , and;pur 
herruine perfectly in her own power. And:itru=- 
If this ſeems to be-ſo natural a conſequent of 
this ſort | of ſtudy', - that of all -the diverriſc- 
ments that look ſo innocently , they' can-ſcarce 
all 5 wal any 'more® hazardous.” /Indeed ,, 'tis 
ery difficult to' imagine what vaſt miſchief> 38 
don; to the! World,” By the falſe notions and' i- 
mages of rhings ;- particularly of ' Love and 
Honor, theſe nobleſt -coneerns of human life; 
Kpreſented in- theſe- Mirrors. - But: when wo 
gnfider upon / what? Principles the Duelliſts 
#d Heftors of 'the Ape defend their Outrages;, 
and how great a Devorion'is paid to-Luſt ,:ins 
ad of virtuous Loye:; we cannot be. to ſeck 
wr-the' Goſpel which. 'makes rhefe [Doctrines 

pear Orthodox. ' ICY 510: & 
12. AS 
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* 2%. As for the Enterrainmenrs which they 
find abroad, they. may beinnocent,. or other- 
wiſe., according. as they are managed. The 
common -eatercourſe. of: Ciyality-is a debt to 
Humanity ,: and therefore. mutual Viſits may 
often. be neceſſary;; and.fo,'(in ſome degree) 
may be ſeyeral harmleſs and healthful recrea- 
tions: which may call them abroad; for I 
write not now:zo Nuns!,:;aud haye no,purpoſe 
to..confine-them to a Cloiſter. Yet on the 
other fide-#q be alwaies wagdring, is the con- 
dition of a Vagabond; and. of the. two, 'tis 
- benrer to be 8 Priſoner to: ones home, then a. 
Stranger. |>Soſomes links. it : with ſome yer 
unlaudable' qualities of .a Woman, rok 
gen! Thatcher: fear abidemot in; ber houſe ; and 
"'?tis :an- unhappy impotence-jrigt tq. be able to 
wyathome,, when there is: any thing to be 
ſeer abroad; that any Mask.;, or Revel, any 
- Jolliry of -others muſt be-their rack; and tor- 
ment ; if th&y.cannot get; to; it., - Alas, ſuch 
Meetings-are-not ſo ſure;to beſafe ,. that they 


£ 


had necd: be-frequent ,.,and they jare.of all o- 
thers:leaſt like: to be ſafe toi thoſe.;. who.much 
dote:on thegs; And therefore: thoſe that find 


they do foi; had need- t9,,counterbiaſs their i 


minds , .and{er them radpanniting, bepeer ,:and 


WE _byimore ſeriougentertainments ſupplant thoſe 


Vatitics., which at wy rpg a9 
may. ofren prove. worſe ,;!it-being. to probable 
ac thoſe Dinab's which are ſtill gaddi Gy 
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| Eoipretchce 4s ſee only the Daughters of 
rand, Ger. 34: may atlaſtmeet-witly a-ſon 


43. THzrt is alfo another great De- 
yourer of time; ſubſervient to the former, I 
mean Dreſſing :/ fot they thar foye to be ſeen 
much abroad:, will be ſure to be feen in the _ 
i fol exact form. Ard this is an emploiment 
tar docs not ſteal but challenge their time; 
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L! yet waft here, is cam Privilegio, it'be- 
"by the' verdict of this Age the proper bu- 
meſs, the one Science wherein a young Lac 
ly is to bepetfedtlyverſt: forthitnow all vir- 
tous emulation is to be converted into this 
myPte Ambition, who ſhall-excell in this Fa- 
mirty. A Vahnity which I confeſs is more 


ey being ſuppoſable not yer to-have out- 
wor hes reffehies of their” Child-hood ,to 
which toies and gaiety were proportionable. 
FRfides, 'tis fare allowable upon a ſoberer 
Kcouttt , that they. who deſign Marriage; 
mould give themſelves the advantage of de- 
Ornaments, atid not by the, negligent 
mdeneſs of their Dreſs belie Nature , and 
Rider rhemfelyes leſs amiable then ſhe has 
h: dethem. But all this being granted, *r will 
by no means juftifie that exceflive curiofity 
ad folicirnde , thar expence of time and 
mony too which is now uſed. A very mo- 
Jn ate degree of all thoſe will ſerye for that 
#11? OTFr- 
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E ordinary denency which; they. need provide 
| for, will keep them from the reproch of an 
affected Singularity, which is as much as.a 
ſober Perſon need-take.care for. And-I mul 
<ake-leave to ſay, that in order to Marriage, 
ſuch-a moderation is much likelier to ſucceed 
then the contrary extrayagance. Among the 
prudenter ſort of MenIam ſure it is , if it be 
not:among the looſe and vain, againſt which 
*twilt be their guard, and ſodo them theprear- 
ex ſervice. For certainly , he that cuſs 
a Wife for thoſe qualities for which a wiſe 
Man would refuſe her, underſtands fo little 
what Marriageis, as portends no great fclici- 
o to her that ſhall haye him. Burt if they 
efire to marry Men of ſobriety and diſcre- 
tion, they are obliged in juſtice to bring the 
ſame qualities they expe&, which will be yery 
illeyidenced by that exceſs and yanity we now 
ſpeak of. is >, — REES 
14- Fox to ſpeak a plain (tho perhaps 
ungrateful) truth , this (together with ſome 
of the modiſh liberties now in uſe ) is it, which 
keeps ſo many young Ladies about the Towii 
unmarried, till they loſe the Epither of young. 
Sober men are afraid to venture upon a. hu- 
mor ſo diſagreeing to their' own ; leaſt whilſt 
(according to the Primitive reaſon of Mar- 
riage) they ſeck a RCP. they eſpouſe a ruine. 
But this is eſpecially dreadful toa plain Coun- 
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ic > Women as 2 err Idol, to. whom if 
konce: become a Votary, he muſt ſacrifice 
goreat part of his fortune, and all his contenr. 
| ow reaſonable that apprehenſion i is, the ma- 
| pyrcacks of conſiderable Families do too e- 
ently. atteſt, But I preſume ſome of the 
Ladies, have ſuch a contemt of any thin 

! x they 7 pleaſe to call Ruſtic, that they will 
'4 Sw, hea regret the averting of thoſe whom 
he = They will nor, perhaps, while 


they are in. purſuit or hopes of others; bur 
4 en thoſe. fail, theſe will be look'd on as a 
welcome: Reſerve: ind therefore *twill be no 
Iradencs ty. cut themſelves off from thart.laſt 
gſort ,; leaſt they (as many havedon ) betake 
ſ emſclycs to, much worſe. For as in many 
Wi nces , tis the FrONnery which feeds and 


maintains the: grandeur of the Town; ſo of all 
mmerces there , Marriage would ſooneſt fail, 
Gal Rural ſupplies were cut off. 
es- Bur I have purſued this Speculation 
cher then perhaps my Virgin Readers will 
thank me for: I ſhall return to that which 
Wwas brought to inforee, and beſeech them, 
# at if not to Men, yet to approve themſelves 
to-God,. they will confine themſelyes in the 
trer of their Dreſs, within the due limits 
- -Decency: and Sobriety. TI ſhall not dire& 
hem-to; tl 10ſe {tri rules which Tertullian 
| ſome..other of the ancient Fathers have 


— di in this matter; my Petitionis only, 
=. F That 


z 


PRS ; 9 

$ 4% So 
\ 
$23. TL 
RE 


C-c-7, Its # Pp 
ORR: 4 
yo + . 


DT Keg: "Me Ry 
'Thar our V irgins would at leaſt f6*tlike cath 
_ "of their Bodies, as Perſons that#alfos havey 


& ON -: < Fx * 4 "9 "—"-" 

ERR 4 nd & 29s , 

EIT 7 = w Ky Fey 9 hai ; 2 ade? i= ; "I 

7 CES PF; 15 Ne 2 aa Et AG - OE 
= act LS 2 


Pe Xo +6 Deke: py 4 TH C - $-- Vo DEE DIE ne o S 7 iy" 

Mts : CU SS So. a wutt an EE 

4 - : : Wee 
- SB EP 
a 4 X $7 . y - "ih ; * - 0s : i : 
Y © } j : FS ; + : % _ 
of | -FART;FI, 
" hs o 
- A M AS 
4 b ag" K 


Soul; which if they can 'be-perſ\vaded to, 
they may referve much of their**tttefor more 
worthy uſes then thoſe of theCombehe Tuil- 
ers, arid the Glaſs. And truly;, *tisnotalit-M 
tle their concern'to a fo , *for' this*Spring of Þ 
Their age , is" that "Critical Inſtant thar muſt 


either confirm 'or blaft the hopes'sf' all-the 


Aucceeding Seaſons. The . mind8"-6f 'youny 


Pope are uſually compared'to a'blank ſheer 
of Paper, equally capable of thebeft or the 
worſt . imipreſſions : *tis pity 'they* ſhould 'by 
AI'd with childiſh 'Scrawls, and little inſt- 
gnificant Figures , bur *ris ſhame*and horror 


'they ſhould 'be ſtain'd with any yvieibus Chi 


racers; any blors of Hoparicpgs DHhonot, 
of Lavell et 


To prevent which, let the fevereft Hotions& 
| Modeſty and Honor be early Oneply im- 
preſt upon their Souls, graven' as with the 
,point of a Diamond, that ey nn as in- 
*delible as they are indiſpenſibly/neceflary to 
the Virgin ſtate. | SOTO: "O08 

16. THERE is alſo anothc rout 
"Quality , and that is\Obedience. "The Founge 
ſort of Virgins are ſuppoſed to haveParents; 
or if any has bin'fo'unhappy as to looſe theth 
early., they commonly are kt inthe charger 
of ſome Friend or Guardian , *thar i$*o fip-W 
ply the place ; ſo thar they cannit be ro ſeek 
ro.whom this Obedience'is ro'be'paid. Andie 

Wy | icy” 
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gr. Of Firgeus, 
W-no'more-their Duty then their. Intereſt 
kpay it. Youth is apt to.be fooliſh inits.De- 
Ws, .and heady in the purſuitof them; and 
re can be nothing more deplorable then-to 
weir left to its ſelf, And. therefore God, 
Wo permits not even the Brutes to deſtitute 
ir young ones till they attain to the perfe- 
tion: of their Kind, has pur Children-under 
be guidance and protection of their. Parents, 
ll by the maturing of their judgments-they 
xe-qualified to be their own Conductors. Now 
ws Obedience ( as that which is due toall o- 
ber Superiors) is to extendiit ſelf to all things 
at are either good: or indifferent, and has 
clauſe. of exception, but only where the 
lmmand is unlawful. And inſo wide a-ſcene 
Action, there will occur ſo many parti- 
lar occaſions of ſubmiſſion, that they. had 
ed have a great reverence of their Parents 
ndoments, and diſtruſt of their own, And 
ft ſhould happen that ſome Parents are not 
alified to give them the former , yet thege- 
feral imbecilliry of their Age, will remain 4 
wnſtant ground of the latter: ſo: that they 
may ſafelier yenture themſelyes to. their Pa- 
nts miſguidance then their. own, by how 
:m{auch the error of Humility and Obedience, 
peſaee lefs- malignant. then. thoſe of Preſumition 
ip-Wad Arrogance. | | 
A 37. Bu T-this is. a Doctrine which will 
ndffcarce- paſs. for Orthodox with many of the 
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ice enough againſt rhe prudenteſt -ad- 
vice, that it comes from their Parents. 'Tis 
the grand Ingenuity of theſe Times to turn 
every thing into Ridicule; and 'if a Girl can 
but rally Carty upon the ſober admonition 
of aParent, ſhe concludes ſhe is the abler Per= 
ſon, takes her ſelf for a Wit, and the other 
. for a Fop; ( a Bup-bear word, deviſed to 
fright all ſeriouſneſs and ſobriery our of. the 
World.) and learns not only to diſobey, bur 


to contemn. -Indeed', the great -confidence 
that Youth now ſeems to haye of-its ſelf, as 
It is very indecent, ſo it is extreamly perni- 
cious. Children that will attemt to go alone iſ 
before their time, oft get dangerous falls: 


and when thoſe who are bur little removed 
from Children, ſhall caſt oft therwiſer condu& 
_ of others, they oft ſadly miſcarry by their 

own. 
18. I know this -Age has ſo great a con- 
temt of the former, that *tis but matter of 
ſcorn to alledg any of their Cuſtoms, elle 
I ſhould fay that the liberties that are taken 
now, would then have bin ſtartled at. They 
that ſhould then have ſeen a young Maid ram- 
bling abroad without her Mother,. or ſome 
other prudent perſon, would have look'd on 
her as a ſtray, and thought it bur a neigh- 
borly office to haye brought her home : where- 
as now 'tis a rarity .to ſee them in any com- 
pany 
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W-graver then themſelves, and ſhe that 
& with her Parent ( unleſs it be ſuch a Pa- 
lit! as- is: as wild as her ſelf )-thinks ſhe does 
walk abroad: with her Jailor. Burt - ſure 
ere are no ſmall: miſchiefs that attend this 
erty, for it leayes them perfectly to the 
cpicc of their company, a thing of too weigh- 
Wan importance for giddy heads to deter- 
tn; who will-be ſure to ele& fuch as are of 
weir own humor, with whom they may keep 
bp traffic of little impertinencies and trifling, 
meertainments; and ſo by conſequence con- 
tmn themſelyes never to grow wiſer, which 
ey. might do by an ingenious conyerſation, 
ay, 'tis wellif that negativeill be the worſt, 
tit gives opportunity to any that have ill 
Ehgns upon them. It will be cafie getting in- 
wtheir company, who have no guard to keep 
my body out, and as caſie by little complian- 
&'and flatteries inſinuating into their good 
mces., who have not the ſagacity to diſcern 
Iswhat inſidious purpoſes thoſe blandiſh- 
vents are directed; _ when they once begin 
nibble at the bait, to be pleaſed with rhe 
Courtſhip , 'tis great odds they do not eſcape 
be hook. 7 © Je? 
9g. ALAS, how many poor innocent crea; 
have bin thus indiſcernibly enſnared 


have at firſt perhaps only liked the wit and 
witlery, perhaps the language and addreſs, then 
ie freedom and good humor ; till at laſt they 
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like the” Perſor: + ID! is' therefore:a 


tf, 


. nol nectffary caution for: young -Women I 


' _ © HOP'to tiruſÞ rov{much to their own Condu&; 


- Whom God: and: Nature his fubjeRted them; 
and to look on ir not-asthein reſtraint and 
burden; bur as their: ſhelrevand/protection, 
' For where once the autority of; a Parent comes 
to be defpis'd;, -tho in the-ligfireſt inſtance; 
'#- laies the foundation of. utmoſt diſobedi- 
. ence. She that: will not be-preſcribed to in 
_ the®choiee of her ordinary: diverting compa 
ty; will Teſs be: fo in-chnſing/ the-ftxt- com 
Pinion! of hey Life; and we find it often e- 
yentually true, 'thar thoſe: who govern them- 
felyes in. the\former ,” wilt not be governidby 
their friends in the later, but:by pre-engage- 
ments of - their own preyent- their elections 
for them. '* -- ogg og forte oa 

20. ANT this is one of the: higheſt inju- 
fies they can dotheir Parents; who have fuch 


2 native. right in them; that *tis no. leſs an 


injuftice then difobedience todifpoſe of them- 
ſ&lyes withour them. Fhis righr-of the. Pa- 
_ Fefits-is ſo undvubred;, thar we find God him- 
felf gives way to.it, and will not ſuffer the 
_ ghoſt choly-pretence, no not: that of a Vow, 
to invade #;/-as we may fee his own ſtating 

f fthe caſe , "Nam. '30; How will he then 

reſet it, ts have: this ſo indiſpenſable; a Las 
_ Violated upon : the: impulſe 'of-an _—_— 
| t, Pa 100, 


ion, an amorous: Taha, —_ is I 
7 leſs then the) ſin: they injure. an | 
& aber Parents? but they gencrallynry 
= theinſelyes. : And that;ppon. ago 
gaccount;i faritas to thedecylarparr: T {e 
ware i{o: raſh as eomakedſuchmatches, £a1- 
be: imagined ifo provident;;g$ £9 £Xamine 
reeable? tis tathcirinferslt, 'orte;to 
r any 'thin beyantrheMargjoge. ly the 
eughrs of their future tepaporal cond 
i rs of qbhe-ereynal ene fin 99 wing 
WH it their-foolifh-zaprures;;; : but, a5- if L 
© indeed :thac Deity whighthePoets iKi i 
oc depend on icfor all, rBhf take nÞ, 
bro:care: And event, idaes- commonly; 00 
winſruc themin:the dequirfalnels of char 
ts love:being fo unable: th;fappert theny, 
an = cannetimeinaid: gy elfs bus quickly 
 whewlitihag brovg hy cherd-ohicss oe 
2 tvits); :<6rom- Wenorr CANNES \rglc 
-$o:rhar jaxdegdir: does but play; the 
; jy-wich thei -Drings ahem; ihto; ae | 
Wlithen retites:-:For when ſecular wants her 
Wav co. pinch/thew;call the franſports_ofitheir 
4 indneſs do. afadlly convbre into mug 
bel for fraving moe wok oth 
Tae *$: COIL pH; _ _—_ 
ff . Z AnD/:indeed- thank; is no: realan-t0- cx; 
WMa-any better:event, becauſe in the ſecond 
1 place they” forfeit their titletotheDivineBleſ- 
+ #;-nay, they pur themſelves outof the ca- 
v pacity 
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pacity "ro aki; ft bldg: a* lon impy- 


8 of -God to proſper” the tranf. 
praions of: his-Law..: Such: Weddings ſeem 
*& tiny roke ſons of the Poetic Romantic Dei- 
ies + 5and. », from whence they de- 


0 happitielF' as firious as-are the Gods 


t-are to fendir.' Let all Virgins therefore 
Retigfouſlyebſerye this! parr> of Obedience 
itheit Patetits;// char they may not only have 
"Ahotr benediction; but Gods:i»And to that pur 
fe letthis belaid as a fundaimenral rule ; -rhat 
hey never hearken to anyiipropoſal of Mat 
ilpe 'made*them-from afiy: other hand-; -but 
161 Errure i ; diverr,the 

Kee 1 e@ it-to.her Pi 

: belthe beſt reſt: imaginable 

r:\"For af hes know: himſelf 


_ Worth of her, kewl napfearzoravow: his de: 
Gon ro-hoinelagdeherefateifitiedecline that, 
vſymrom ; heiscSnſcious 'of ſorts 


:tepel noſuj- 


"106 Kite Au it.is their intcreftnot roadinit- 


tis: molt; agreeable-tothe Virgin mo- 
{ whicly ſhould make' Marriage ana: - 


G bs X >their/obedience rhenthoir choice;;: 


-, - they 7 that think their Frjendepup flow a 


tnem, 
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2. BuT as a Daughter is neither to afitict3 
E, nor contradia the will of her Parent, ſo 
thang the balance even) I muſt ſay ſhe is not 
tpcd to force her own, by marrying where 
cannot love; for 4 negative yoice in the 
is ſure as mich the childs right, as the Pa- 
mes. It is true, ſhe ought well to examine 
tgrounds of her averſion, and ifthey prove 
Wy childiſh and fanciful, ſhould endeayor ts 
ret them by reaſon afid ſober conſiderati- 
8 if after all ſhe carinot leave to hare, I think 
be ſhould nor proceed to marry. I confeſs 1 
not how ſhe 'can, without a Sacrilegious 
gpocriſie, vow ſo ſolemnly to loye where ſhe 
the inſtant actually abhors: and where the 
Wrried ſtate is begun with ſuch a perjury, *ris 
wonder to find it continued at the ſame 


We, that other patts' of the Vow be alfo yis- 
led ; and that ſhe obſerye the negative'part 
Wmore then te poſitive, and as little forſake 
hers, as ſhe f Jo heartily cleave to her huſ- 
hand. 1 fear this is a conſequence whereof 


there are too many ſad inſtances now extaiit3 
w-ctho doubtleſs, there are ſome Vertues w® 
mill hold our agaitiſt all the temtations their a- 
Ferfions can give, nay which do ar laſt eyen 
wnquer thoſe averſions , and render their du- 
yas ealie as they have kept it ſafe ; yerwe find 
Were ate bur ſome that. do fo: that it' is n6 
Weparable property of the Sex, and there- 
ne it is ſute too hazardous ah Experi- 
F | Z ment 
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-=--ment for any-of them to.yenture on. + 
F  ., 23. AND if they may not upon the more 
= * generous motive of obedience, 'muchleſs may 
Y they ypon the worſe inducements of Avyarice 
and Ambition; for a Woman to make a Vow 
- to the Man, and'yet intend only to marry his 
. Fortune, 'orhis Title, is the baſeſkt infincerity, 
and ſuch- as in any-other kind of civil Con- 
tracts, would not only have the infamy bur 
the puniſhment of a cheat. Nor will it at all 
ſecure.them, that in this 'tis only liable to Gods 
Tribunal: for that is-not like..to :make the 
- doom leſs, but more heavy, .it being as the A- 
oftle' witneſſes, a fearfulthing to fallintothe 
bands of the Iroing God, Heb. 10. 31. Ina word, 
Marriage. is Gods Ordinance, . and ſhould be 
_ conſfider'd as ſuch; not made a ſtale to any un- 
worthy deſign. And-it may well be preſum'd 
one cauſe why ſo few Matches arc happy , that 
they. are not built upon a right Foundation, 
Some. are grounded. upon Wealth,  fome on 
Beauty, too ſandy bottoms God knows to raiſe 
any felicity on: whilſt intheinterim, Vertue 
and Piety , the only ſolid Baſis for that ſuper- 
ſtructure are ſcarce .ever confider'd. Thus 
God is. commonly left out of the conſultation. 
The \Lawyers are reſorted to, to ſecure the 
ſertlements, all: ſorts 'of Artificers ro makeup 
the equipage, but He is neither adyis'd with as 
tothe motives, norſcarce ſupplicared as to the iſ; 
event of Wedding, Indeed, 'tis a Geplorag 5 
k ng ht” 
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ors M@hr ro0 ſee with what lightneſs and uncon- 
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ay Mrncdneſs young people go to thar weightieſt” 
iceFWation of their lives; that a Marriage-day is 


ice Waetion 
ur a kind of a Bacchanal, a more licenſed a- 
bwed Reyel: when, if they duly conſider'd 


&, 'tis the hinge upon whic their future Life. 


byes, which turns them over to a happy of 
Hſerable Being ; and therefore ought to be en- 
terd upon with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs and 
&votion. Our Church adviſes excellently in 
the Preface to Matrimony: and I wiſh they 
would not only give it the hearing at the time, 


— 


fur make it their ſtudy a good while before: 


* Zan 


yea and the Marriage Vow too; which is fo 


frict and awfull a Bond, that methinks they 
md nced well weigh every branch of it, ere 


they enter it; and by the ferventeſt Praiers 
implore that God, whois the Witneſs, tobe 
cir afſiſtant too in its performance. 
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Of Wires. 


'1.. A ND now having conducted the Vir. 
| in to the entrance of-another ſtate, 
I muſt ike the ſcene, and attend her thither 
alſo. And here ſhe is lanched into a wide Sea, 

- that one Relation-of a Wife drawing after it 
many others : for as ſhe eſpouſes the man, ſo 
ſhe Tres his Obligations allo : and where-ever 
he by ties of Nature or Alliance owes a reve- 
renceorkindneſs, ſhe is no leſs a debtor. Her 
Marriage is an adoption into his Family , and 
therefore ſhe is to every branch. of -it to pay 
what their ſtations there do_reſpectively re-. 

uire. To gefine which more particularly, 
would be a work of morelengthithen profit. I 
ſhall therefore confine the preſent conſiderati- 
on to therelation ſhe ſtands in to her Husband, 
(and what is uſually concomitant with that ) 
her Children, and her Servants, and ſo ſhall 

. conſider her inthe three capacities of a Wite, 
a Mother, and a Miſtreſs. | 

2, In that of a Wife her duty has ſeveral 
aſpects % at it relates, firſt to his Perſon, ſe- 
ondly to his Reputation , thirdly to. his For- 
tune. The. firſt debt to his Perſon is Loye, 
which we find ſet as the prime Article in the 
Mar- 
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Marriage Vow. And indeed that is the moſt 
Wenrial requiſite ; without this *ris only Bar- 
in and Compa&, a Tyranny perhaps on the 
mans part, and aſlavery on the womans. 'Tis 
Loye only that cements the hearts, and where | 
tharunion is wanting , 'tis but a ſhadow, a car- 
aſs of Marriage. Therefore as it is.very ne- 
ellary to bring ſome degree of. this to this 
Satc; ſo'tis no leſs to maintain and improye 
pin it. This is it which facilitates all other 
Butics of Marriage; makes the yoke fit ſo 
| thely, that it rather pleaſes then galls. Ir 
ould therefore be the ſtudy of Wives to pre- 
frye this Flame; that like the Veſtal Fire it 
may neyer go out: and to that end carefully 
Woguard it from all thoſe things which are na- 
y ſWrally apr to extinguiſh it; of which kind are 
Wat frowardneſs and little perverineſs of hu- 
, aor; all ſullen and moroſe behayior, which 
WF taking off from the delight and compla- 
ency of converſation, will by degrees wear 
& the kindneſs. | 
Z3.:'Bur of all I know nothing more dan- 


gerous then that unhappy paſſion of Jealouſy, 
ich tho 'tis ſaid#o be the child of Love, yer 
like the Viper, its birth is the certain deſtru- 
ion of the parent. As therefore. they muſt. 
be.nicely careful to give their husbands no co- 
or, no leaſt umbrage for it; ſo ſhould they 
be as. reſolute to reſiſt all that occurs to them- 
Klves, be ſo far from that buſy _——_— = 
> = V2 AS LS; Pd todd... ba... 1NGN , 
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7: $:CALLING. Paxr.11. 
mduſtry to find cauſes of ſuſpicion; thateyen 

. where they preſented rhemſelves they ſhould 

avert the-conſideration, andpur the moſt can- 
did conſtruction upon any doubtful aRion. 
And indeed Charity in this inſtance hath nor 
niore of the Dove then of the Serpent. Ir is 
infinitly the wiſeſt courſe, both inrelationto 
her preſent quiet, and her future innocence. 
The entertaining a Jealous fancy , is the admit- 
ting the moſt treacherous, the moſt diſturb- 
ing-In-mate in the World; and ſhe opens her 
breaſt. ro a Fury that lets it in. 'Tis certain- 
Iy one of the moſt enchanting FrenZzies ima- 
rinable, keeps her alwaies in a moſt reſtleſs 
importunate ſearch after that which ſhe dreads 

and abhors to find, and makes her equally 
miſerable when ſhe is injured, and when ſhe 
is nor. od 

4 AND. as ſhe totally loſes her Eaſe, b 1 

ris odds but ſhe will part alſo. with ſome de- 
grees of her innocence. Jealouſy is common- 

Ty attended with a black train : it muſters all - 
the forces of our iraſcible part to abet its 
quarrel, Wrath and Anger, Malice and Re- 

' venge: and by how much the Female im- 
potence to goyern thoſe Paſſions is the great- 
er, ſo much the more dangerous is it to admit 
that, which will ſo ſurely ſet them in an up- 
rore. For if Fealouſie be, as the Wiſe Man 
faies, the rage of a man., Prov. 6. 32. we ma 
well, think ir may be the Fury, the Py 
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a- Woman. - And indeed all Ages have 
yen Tragical inſtances of it, not only inthe 
moſt indecent fierceneſs and clamor, bur'in . 
me ſolemn miſchiefs of actual Revenges. 
{Nay tis to be doubted there have bin ſome 
Whoſe malice has rebounded; who have ru- 
ned themſelyes in ſpight, have. bin adulte- 
tous by way. of 'retaliation, and taken more 
EKandalous liberties then choſe they complain- 
2d. of .in their Husbands. And when ſuch:e> 
Fnormous effects as theſe are the iſſues of jealou- 
4e;..it ought to-keep a Woman on theſtricteſt 
guard againſt it. 4 270 TR! 
+5. Bur perhaps it may be ſaid, thatſame 
2e not lefr.te their Jealouſy and conjecures; 
but have. more demonſtrative proofs. Inftliis 
Bec 'tis indeed' no ſtrange thing for men'to 
publiſh -cheir ſin as Sodom, ' andithe Offender 
G's. ſomtimes-nerdiſcover but boaſt his crime. 
In: this caſe I-confeſs 'twill be ſcarce poſſible 
to disbelieve him::--but even: there a Wifehas 
tus adyantage,. that ſhe is out of thepaiwof 
tHſpence. She knows the utmoſt, 'and rhere- 
fore -is.at leſure. to convert all that induſtry:; 
which ſhe wauld haye uſed for thar diſcovery, 
to foctify her ſelf againſt a known: Calamity; 
Which es ſhe may as well do in this as'in 
any. other; a. patient. ſubmiflion being: the, A7/ 
ane Catholicon in.all Diſtreſſes:;;'! and-as the 4tec- 
ighreſt can overwhelm-us-if-we add our own 


impatience towards'our ſinking , ſo: the great- 
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eſt cannot. if :we deny it that aid. They are 
therefore far in the wrong, who, in caſe of this - 
injury, purſue their husbands with virulencies. 
and reproches. "This is , as Solomon aies , Prov, 
25.2.0. T be pouring vineger upon niter., applying 
Corrofives when Balſoms are moſt needed, 
whereby they not only encreaſe their own 
ſmart, but render the wound incurable. The 
are not Thunders and Earth-quakes, bur ſol 
gentle .Rains that cloſe the ſciſſures of the 

\ ground; and the. breaches of Wedloe will ne- 
yer be cemented'/by ſtorms and loud out-cries. 
Many men haye bin made worſe, but ſcarce 
any better by it: for guilt coyets- nothing 
more then an opportunity of' recriminating 
and where the Husband can accuſe the Wiyes 
bitterneſs , the thinks he needs no other apolo- 
gy for his own Luſt. *-/ 

6. A wiſe Diſſimulation, of very calm notice 
is ſure the likelieſt means of reclaiming : for 
where men have not wholly put off Humanity , 
there is a native compaſſion to meek ſufferer. 
We haye naturally ſome regret to ſee a Lamb 
under the knife ;; whereas the impatient roar- 
ing of a Swine diverts our pity : ſo that Pa- 
tience in this'caſe is as much the intereſt as 

" duty of a Wife. 

- #7:-Bur there: is another inſtance wherein 
that vertue has a ſeverer trial, and that is when 
a: Wife lies: under the cauſcleſs Jealouſies of 
the, Husband , (I fay cauſclefs, forif they be 
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Wr., 'tis not ſo much a ſeafon for Patience, 

Ftor Repentance and Reformation.) This is 
ure one of the greateſt calamities that can be- 
3 a yertuous' Woman ; who as ſhe accounts 
mothing ſo dear as her loialty and honor, ſo 
Winks no infelicity can equal the aſperſing of 
thoſe, eſpecially when itis from him , ro whom 
Ihe has bin the moſt ſolicitous to approve her 
tl. Yet God, who permits nothing but what 
he directs to ſome wiſe and gracious end, has 
[an over-ruling hand in this as well as inall o- 
la r eyents of life; and therefore it becomes 
lgvery woman in that condition, to examin 
Erictly what ſhe has don to provoke ſo ſeyere 
a ſcourge. For tho her heart condemn her 
otof any Falſneſs to her husband, yetproba- 
bly it may of many Diſloialties to her God; 
and then the is humbly to accept even of this 
taducing of her Innocence, as the puniſh- 
[ment of her iniquity, and bear it with the ſame 
temper wherewith David did the unjuſt reyi- 
Ungs of Shime:, 2 Kings 16.10. Let himcurſe, - 
for the Lord hath bidden him. 
”8. AND when ſhe has made this penitent 
reflection on her real guilts, ſhe may then 
with more courage encounter thoſe imagi- 
gary ones which are charged on her: where- 
In ſhe is to uſe all prudent and regular means 
For her juſtification , that being a debt ſhe ows . 
to truth, and her own fame. Bur if after all, 
the ſuſpicion remains {till fixed ( as ATI 
A a iy 
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ly thoſe which are the, moſt unreaſonable are 
the moſRt-obſtinate) ſhe. may. ſtill ſolace her 


{clf- in het bucgeity , and Gods approbation 
of it; - nor ought the. to think: her. ſelf deſo- 
late , that has her appeal open. to: Heaven, 
Therefore ; whilſt ſhe , can look -both inward 
and upward with comfort, why ſhould ſhe 
 ehuſe to fix her eyes only on the object of 


_ Her grief? and whilſt her own complaint is of | 


Defamation, why ſhould ſhe ſo diſhonor God 


and a good Conſcience, as to-ſhew;any thing 


can be more -forcible to opprels. then they 

are to relieve and ſupport? And if ſhe may 

not - indulge to Grief, much leſs-niay ſhe to 

Anger and Bitterneſs. | 

-- 9+ INDEED if. ſhe conſider how painful 

2 paſſion Jealouſy is, her Husband will more 
_ need her pity; who tho he be unjuſt to her, 


is yet cruel to- himſelf. And as we do not uſe- 


to hate and malign thoſe Lunatics, who in 
their fits beat their Friends, and cutand gaſh 
themſelyes., bur rather make it our care to put 
all harmful engines out of their way ; fo ſhould 
the Wife not deſpitefully ruminate upon the 
Jnjury., but wiſely contrive to avert his tem- 
rations to more,. by denying her ſelf eyen the 
moſt innocent liberties, , if Ihe ſee- they diſla- 
tisfy him. I'know there have. bin ſome of 
another opinion; and as if they. thought Jea- 


FZ0...; louly-were ro be cured by majoration, have 
pee 92 qn:angry content [don things. to inflame 
iP / | C0l Bs”; | {ij : £ ; ;  % . . 
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W pur'0n-ar unwonted freedom and jollity, 
Whew their | Husbands how little they had 
tbr'd:themſelves by their diſtruſt; Bur this 
Wit/is no; Chriſtian, fol conceive it isno pru+ 
Eat expedient: it ſerves to ſtrengthen not 
aily the Husbands ſuſpicion , bur his party too, 
ad makes: many others of his mind: and'tis 
little tobe feared, : that by uſing fo to brave 
the Jealouſy, they may art laſt come to verify 
Wt I -have'bin the longer on this Theme, be- 


> 


auſc as:Jealouſy, is the moſt fatal peſt afamar- 
wed life,» ſolthink itmore ordinarily occurs «.- 


5 eat 
% 
” 
» 


mong-people of Quality, and with the worſt 
and-moſt durable effects. Yet what ever pre- 


py 


ences>people may take hence, the Marriage 
Yow is too faſt a knot to be looſned by fancies 
nd Chimieras: let a:woman therefore be the 
erſon ſaſpecting os ſuſpeted, neither will 
abfolve: her from-thar love to her husband ſhe 
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*To. Bu-r. alas, what hope is there that theſe 
greater temtations ſhall be reſiſted, when we 
ee every. the ſlighteſt diſguſt is now adaies 
[too ſtrong for. the'Matrimonial Love. Na 

indeed it-do's of courſe fall off. of its ſelf; 
Which is an event ſo; much expected; that'tis 
no wonder: to ſee ir expire with the: firſt cir- 
*evit of the Moon; bur ir is every bodies ad- 
miration to ſee it. laſt one of the Sun. -And 
'fomrimes it vaniſhes ſo'cleerly, asnotto leave 
'fo much:as:a ſhadow behind ir, not-fo much 
Writ | Aa as 
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-*, as the formalities of Marriage: -onebed;: one 


houſe cannot hold them; as if they had bin 
put together like -caſe-ſhot ina gun; only that 
they 'might the more forcibly ſcatter ſeveral 
waies. Nay, as if this/ were deſigned and in- 
tended/in the firſt addrefſes unto/Marriage, a 
ſeparate maintenance is of courſe-a fore hand 
contracted for, and becomes as ſolemn a part 
_ of theſertlement, as the Jointure is. Platarch 
obſeryes of the ancient Romans ;: that for 230 
years-after the founding of their State; there 
never was one example of any martiedcouple 
that ſeparated: its notlikely they-could haye 
amore binding form of Marriage:thenours is, 
the difference muſt lie between their Veracity 
and our Falſneſs. 9:7; ns 

1:. BuT even: among thoſe; who. deſert . 
not each other, too-many ' do mutually fall 
from that Entireneſs_and:'Aﬀe@ioniwhich is 
the ſoul of Marriage; and tochelpiomthe de- 
clination , there are faſhionable Maxims taken 
up, to make men and their wives.the'greateſt 
ſtrangers to each other. Thus 'tis-pronounced 
a piece of ill Breeding, a ſfign-of a{(ountry 
Gentleman, to ſee a mar go abroad with his 
own- wife (I ſuppoſe thoſe who brought up 
theſe Rules are not to ſeek what uſe to make 
of them-) And were the time of moſt of the 
 modiſh couples computed, *twould be found 
- they are bur few of their waking hours (1 
might ſay minutes ) together: ſo hah no- 
| thing 
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bs.elſe , meer deſuerude and intermiſfich 
converſation muſt needs allay, if not quite 
kinguiſh their kindneſs. Bur hope there are 
Fmany who do not think the Autority of a 
reater then that of a Vow: and ſuch 
Bl ill think it their duty both to own and 
&eviſh that kindneſs and affection they have 
Molemnly promiſed. 
n=. AnoTHER Debt to the perſon of a 
- and 'is Fidelity: for as ſhe has eſpouſed 
his intereſts, ſo ſhe is oblig'd to be true ro 
, keep all his ſecrets, 'to inform him of 
7 yeaandin a mild and gentle man- 
©:to; admoniſh him of his faults. .This is 
& moſt genuine a& of Friendſhip; there- 
e the who is placed in the neere ind moſt 
mate. degree of that Relation, muſt not 
wanting in it.” She thar lies in his boſons 
Weld be. a kind of ſecond Conſcienceto him 
i, . Fhacing him in mind both of his duty and 
aberration: and as long as ſhe can be but 
x heard, *ris her fin to omitit ; 'tis the! 
- trechery ro his nobleſt ;/ ro his immor-' 
patt;-and ſuch as the moſt officious cage 
his other intereſts can never expiate. Nay, 
ted the is unfairhful ro herſelf init, hers 
r' nothing thar does ſo much; ſecure the! 
pineſs of a Wife; as the Vertue/and Piery: 
the” 'Husband. Yer, tho this is to'have her” 
feſt care, as being his principal intereſt, 


Fig to- neglect none of the inferior, butcon- 
cribute 
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Z . x99 THE LADIES CALLING. Paxz. If; 

E_ _ tribute her, utmoſt ro, his advantage ih all his 
-4T3:- BEYOND 'all theſe the. Matrimonial fi- 
delity-has a ſpecial notion ag it relates to the 

Bed; and in that. the wifeis to be moſt ſeyere- 

. I, ſcrupulous;; and neyer to admit ſo muchas 
a thought or.imagination, much leſs any par- 

- "ly or treaty contrary to'; her Lojialty. 'Tis 
trile, wantonneſs is one: of the \fouleſt blots 
that can ſtain any of the Sex; bur 'tis infinitly 
- more odious 'in-the- Married, itbeing inthem 
2n accumulation-of crimes, :Perjury added to 
 Uncleanneſs, -the'infamy. of their Family fu- 
.perſtructed upon. their own, ; And according- 

ly all Laws-bave madeadifference in their pu- 

/ miſþments. Adultery was by. Gods own award 
puniſht with: Death among the Jews,  Levit 

.26./10. And-it ſeems it-was ſo agreeable to 

'- Natural Juſtice, - that divers other. Nations 

- did. the like; and I know no reaſon, bur the 
difficulty of-detection; that ſhould any where 
give-ita-milder. ſentence; . The ſon' of S:rac 
ED exnelionty deſcribedithe ſeveral: gradati- 
ans; of the guilt. Eccluſe 23-1. which 1 ſhall 
hee the. ;Reader to: conſtlr;- which-who'fo 
-daes}, muſt certainly; wooder-at-the'Alchy- 
my of this'age, : thattrom ſuch a maſs of ſhame 
fd infamy. Eaft extract :mALLEr -of confidence i 
at -thoſe who. lie under:fo-many brands. and 
Nigme's; are-fo: far from-hiding their faces 
that-nene ſhew. them with-ſo::much boldneſs 
i 4 and 
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the . <p; of the guilty far exceeds that Al 
the innocent. But be is a ſlender 4>-<24 
lxer for guilt, and ſerves rather to betray 4-3 
iz hide; ſo that they are notable to outface Zecalous 
bopinions of. men, much leſs can they the eu 4 
laments of God; who as he was ſolemnly (horkes . 
tok'd as a Witneſs to their Vow, ſo by his = +" 
mnipreſence is againſt their wills a Witneſs 4 
c ot its violations. | "I 
£4 ANoTHER Duty to the perſon of the 
usband is Obedience , a word of a very harſh 
Band in the ears: of ſome Wives, bur is cer- 
nly the duty of all: and that not only by 
eir promiſe of it , tho that were ſufficient; 
t from an Original of much older date, ir 
ng the mul& that was laid upon the firſt 
bmans diſobedience to God, that-ſhe( and. 
E derived from her ) ſhould be ſubje&t:'ro 
e- Husband; iſo that. the contending for 
eriority, is an attemt to reverſe that Fun- 
Wental Law, which is almoſt as ancient 
g the world. Burt ſurely God, with whom 
tere is no ſhadow of change, will not make 
ts of repeal to ſatisfy the petulancy of a 
W maſterleſs women. Thar Statute will ſtill; 
and in force, and'if it cannot awe them into 
t obſervance, will not fail to conſign them 
Epuniſhment. And indeed this fault is com- 
only its own litor, and does anticipate (tho 
t- avert.) its final doom. The imperiouſ- 
els of a women do's often raiſe thoſe Storms, 
1 wherein 
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Fantly might many Women havelived, if they 
- had not affected dominion ? Nay, how mu k 
' of their will might they have kad: if they had 
not ſtrugled for it? For let a manbe of neyer 
ſo gentle a temper, (unleſs his Head be ſofter 
then his Heart ) ſuch a Uſurparion will a 
wake him to aſſert his Right. Bur if he be 
of a ſowre ſevere nature, if hehayeas great.a 
deſire of Rule as ſhe, backt with a much better 
title, what Tempeſts, what Hurricanes muft 
two ſuch oppoſite Winds - praduce ? And at 
laſt *tis commonly the Wives lor;, after anun- 
creditable unjuſt War, to make as diſadyan- 
tageous a Peace; this ( like all other incfle- 
cive  Rebellions) ſerving to ſtraiten her 
' Yoke, to turn an ingenuous ſubjection intoa 
flaviſh ſervitude: ſo that certainly iitis not on- 
ly the vertue,. butthe wiſdom of Wives, tado 
that upon Duty which at laſtthey muſt ( with 
more unſupportable circumſtances ) do upon 
' Neceſlity. 

15. AND as they own theſe Seyerals to the 
perſon of the husband, ſo there is alſo a debt 
to his Reputation. This they are to be ex- 
' tremely tender of, ta advance it, by making 
all that is good in him as conſpicuous , as pu- 
blic as they can; ſetting his Worth. in the 
cleareſt Light, bur putting his Infirmities in 
the Shade; caſting a Veil upon thoſe to skreen 
them from the Eies of others, nay ( as far as 
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off ble) from: their own too; there being 
ling acquired to the Wife by contemplas 
Ehe: Husbands weakneſs, buta temtation 
deſpiſing him; which tho bad enough in 
ff, is yet rendred worſe by that tratm of 
ehievous conſequences which uſually at- 
v1 - "4 : 
d it. In caſe therefore of any notable Im-+ 


E 


%”. 


tections in him, her ſafeſt way will be to. 


wider them no farther then ſhe can be in- 
bmental to the curing them ; but to diyert 
Im thoſe, arid refle& upon her own, which 
Whaps if impartially weighed , may balance, 
or overpoiſe his. And indeed thoſe Wives 
p are apt to blaze their Husbands Faults ; 
Whew. that they have either little adyerred 


Itheir own, or elſe find them ſogrear, that 


Wy .are forced to that Art of diverſion, that 


A in his Infamy to drown theirs. But that 
ject is a little unlucky, for nothing do's 
wlober Judges, create you prejudice to 


Woman, then to ſee her forward ir im- 


aching her Husband. 


x6. Bur beſides this immediate tenderneſs 
his Repuration, there is another by-way 
reflection, which conſiſts in a care that 
ie her ſelf do nothing which may redound 
& his. diſhonor. There is ſo ſtrict a Union 
eeween a Man and his Wife, that the Law 
Bunts. them one Perſon, and conſequently 
ey. can have no divided Intereſt: fo' that 
ie misbehavior of the Woman refle&s igno- 
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ſcandal alſo. "7D 
©. Ep. ANOTHER - part of - the Wiyes Duty 
relatesto her Husbands Fortune, - the manage: 
. ment- whereof is not ordinarily the Wiyes 
"Province: but:where the Husband thinks fit 
to make it fo, - ſhe is obliged to/ adminiſter it 
with her beſt Care and Induſtry ;. not by an 
neglect of. hersto give orhers opportunity: ot 
debanding him: yet on the other ſide, not 
by .at- immoderate tenacity .or-griping, | to 
bring, upon him and her ſelf: thereproch , and 
which is worſe, the Curſe that attends Exa: 
_ tion and Oppreſſion. Bur this is not uſu 
ally the Wives field of action, tho he that ſhall 
conſider the deſcription which $9/omon gives 
of 'a vertuous Wife, Prov.. 3t.. will be apt 
to. think her Province is' not ſo narrow anc 
confin'd, as the humor of the: Age would re- 
preſentir. He tellsus, T hat {be ſeeks 2y00l and 
flax, and works diligently with her hands : that 
ſhe 1s like the Merchants Ships , .and brings her 
_ food from far. Fhat {he .confiders a field, and 
buys it , and with the fruit of. her hands plants 
a' vineyard, Gc. And leaſt this ſhould be i 
.magin'd to be:the Character of a mean Coun-ſſh 
| rye 


© a Ms EC ERS Do on ESE ea ; PO IGENS 6 UE S- 
FG _ TE : 4s - » . EO ay Ke pie gee : - 
"+; SF, 0 DES; © * | | 
es UL. 371.7 OTIS; - i agg 
* $55, ba ES. Y 


Dame, adds, That her houſhold is clatbed 
fearleti,-aud that her husband Jits among the 
jers of 'the land.” It were caſie. to: giye in- 
Inces from | Hiſtory , - of the; advantageous 
enape/and active induſtry of Wives; -;nat 
kly-in fingle Perſons ;; but iff whole Nations, 
ur nothing can be morepregnant, thenthar 
tong the Romans, in the-yery beight and 
driſh of the Empire. Angn/izs himſelf ſcarce 
ore any thing- but of the manufatture of his 
, his-/ifter , daughters, 4nd meces , as Sue- 
2 aſſures us. Should the gay. hes of our 
Was, which neither ſow nor ſpin, nor gather 
Fo barns, beexemted from furniſhing others, 

adicft rocloththemſelyes, 'tis tobedoubred 
ey would: reverſe our Saviors Parallel of $o- 
Wons glories; 'and no beggar in all his rags 
dtd be arated bike one of theſe, Luke 12.27, 
=x8. Bur we will be-yet-more kind, and 
Wpoſc only negative thrift on the Wife , - not 
b:waſt and -embezle: her Husbands -Eſtate, 
ur to confine} her Expences within Auch- li- 
hits as that can eaſily admit : a Caution, 
Mich if all women had-obſery'd, .many no- 
le Families had binprefery'd , of which there 
wow [remains no other-Memorial, but -that 
hey. fell a Sacrifice to the profuſe Vahity-of 
Ewomany- and-1I. fear:this Ape is like to-pro- 
mide - many more ſuch Monuments; for - the 
wexc. Our Ladies, 'as'if they emulated: the 
Roman Luxury ( which, Sexeca and Pliny de- 
2 Bb z ſcribe 
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| be.) "with fo my fot © adipna nth Ws 
zoutr-them- the: Revenues: of a 

; and thoſe thar-eannor reach-th' 

hi PMPmuch 'tis againſt their wills. 

ell lowe®;$y the vaſt variety and excck 

, of Juch things 2s they can'poſlibly. compaſs; 
fo'twuch extravagance nor only in their own 
Dreſs} bur thar-of their Houſes and Apart: 
ment, - as if theirtpanity , like*the Leprofic 
we read: of, Lev.-24. had infected the vety 
Walls: And: indeed; tis: a - yer" ſpreading 
fretting ono, for. the Furniture oft:confumes 
— and the Houſe conſames the Land: 
i We: 3a ſome! one an were'to: calculate 
ftates; *rhey mighr reducecall ro the 

| Iipouat of Scopiasthe befſabian, who pro- 
_ feſt his All lay only' in ſuch Toiesas did him 
n pd pron Women's are now skilful Chymiſts; 
Gol, ickly 'turn their” Husbands Earth 

invo: O + bur- chey purſue the:Experiment 
to67far // make" that Gold roowolarile, and 
ler'ir 'all vapor” away in inſignificant (tho 
gaudy')"Trifles. - | 
rg Nor 'is-it ever like og s otherwiſe 
with thoſe that immoderarly affe&the Town, 
that-Forge of Vanity, -whſahi ſupplies a per- 
_  petual Spring of /new, temrations:-/*Tis true; 
there are ſome Ladies \who are meceffarily en- 
Lis Sol to' be 'rhere: ' their Husbands:Emptoi- WF: 
or Fortunes have. mark'd that ouras 5 
cle ; Proper: five, and whore the —_ ; 
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their Nay. is their duty, there is more rea- 
a-:ro hope it will not betray them to ill; 
rt remrationsare molt apt to aſſault ſtraglers,, 
wofe that purithemſelves our of their proper: 
ac wr; An Beall 1 ſee not who can more 
toperly be ſaid to-be ſo, then thoſe Women 
hoſe means of ſubſiſtence lies in the Coun- 
ly;cand yet: will -ſpend-it no-where butat 
Bandon : which ſeems to carry ſomthing of 
ppofition-to: Gods Providence, ,who ſurely 
: eV: cauſed: their lot tofall,; as the P/4/miſt 
Speaks ; 2 a fair ground, in goodly heritages, 
Tal: 16. with; an intent they ſhould never 
Shabir them... 'The 12. Tribes of Tae} had 
Meir peculiar : Portions in, Canaes aſlign'd 
Sem. by lot,” Fo/{ 14. 2.' and every one ac: 
Wnujeſced in his part, dwelt in his own Inhe- 
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Hirafce. Had they bin impatient of living a- 
: % -where but 'in-the Metropolis, had they 
Bll crouded: to Jeruſalem, all the reſt of the 
Hand would have bin as. deſolate before! the 
EEaprivity as./.it was after, [none would have 
bin lefe but ſuch. as Nab»zaradan permitted 
to ſtay, Fer. 52:16. ſome of the poor to dreſs the 
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Fame is like tobe. the fate of this Nation, if 
Ethis humor. go's on as it has begun; which 
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nes, and #0 till the ground. And truly, the 
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hay:in time'prove. as: miſchievous to, the: pu; 
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-þlic., as 'it daily is to private Families. /,. -- 
s [+20 Bur; belides this 'ris yu farther to,be 
eenſider d,- that- where God gives an cliargs 


+ 
; STS = 


re 


4 


JIE 6 #5gos OTF 5 
OBI 2 ES = —_ 
2 4 REES 
Woes Des aj lab P "I ; <5 
I; wats . & = - ry 8 
[ © ? " * w F y 
£4 : . « \ | . 
1 Y "er . 


. of them riſes. 


2 bythe ſwear and'labor of his'j Ir nei 
” - ”andrenants,” twill bea kind of muzling 


- Way,” not only the crop, bur: the ſoil roo: 


ear our the yery' heart of aneſtate, and many 


| - har-muſt be ſuppoſed in the-eaſe) ſhe has ſo | 


Paxr. A 


"hp as ® Re Landlord Aines "== 
of duty, laies a kind'of rent charge upon' it; 
expedts it ſhould maintain both hoſpiraliry 
and charity ; and fure both theſe are «om 
to'be done upon the place. whence the abiliry 
All public taxes'uſe to be'le. 
vied where the eftare ties: and:I know nor 
why theſe which are Gods affeſments uponit, 
ſhould not be-paid there roo. ' When a'Gen- 
tlemans land becomes rofitable unto "7M 
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x Or. 9. 9.-if they never taſt of che-fruir of 
their Shag ; if they ſhall never have rhe re- 
freſhmenr of agood meal., or analms; which 
they'are not very like to meer with, if all the 
profits be ſent-up to mainrain'anequipage; 
and'keep up a parade in 'Town.-' But alasris-- 
often'not only the annual profirs'tharigorhar 


thoſe tuxuries uſually prey 'upon the vitals; 


have ftay'd in the Town, till they baye no-. 
ching' teft in the Country to retire to. -- 
'2r. Now where this proceeds from cha 
Wife; what account can the: give to:her Huſ- 
band; whoſe eafineſs and 'indulgence (for 
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abus'd? as alſo.to her poſterity/and family; 
who” for her pride muſt be brought low., :re- 
thee to-a cofidition beneath their: quality; 


Sg 1 on Wn et os Wan 
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teauſe ſhe affefted to live aboye'it? Buthhe bs 
ll yet worſe anſwer it to herſelf, onwhom 
be: has brought not only Ke inconvenience 
wr the guilt. Tis ſure a lofty mind will feel 
Smart enough of a fall; a diminution, much 
ore an indigence will- be ſufficiently grie- 
Fous'to 4 vain and laviſh humor; yet here it 
il farther haye an additional ſting from the 


F 


ponſcience, that ſhe ows it only to her own 
"pride -and folly, a moſt imbittering conſide- 
[Sation., and: ſuch as adyances the afflition 
[2 Je ond that of a more innocent poverty ; as 
much as the pain of an enyenom'd arrow ex- 
eds that of another. _ 
3.22. Burt the ſaddeſt reckoning of all is _ 
that which ſhe is tro make to God, who has 
Fgcclar'd he hates robbery tho for a burnt of- 
Fering to himſelf. How will he then deteſt 
[this robbery, this impoveriſhing of the huſ- 
"pand, when 'tis only to make an oblation to 
Lyanity and exceſs? It ſhould therefore bethe 
care of all Wives to keep themſelves from a 
guilt for which God, and man, yea and them- 
delves alſo ſhall equally accuſe them, and to 
keep their expences within ſuch limits,” that 
2s. Bees ſuck but do not violate or deface the 
flowers, - ſo they as joint proprietaries with 
-the husbands, may enjoy bur not devour and 
2deſtroy- his fortune. 
:43'23.-T have now' run thro the duties to be 
-perform'd unto the Husbands, whereinIhaye 
not 
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| nor uſed the exadineſs of a Caſuiſt in curiouſly 


' anatomizing every part, and ſhewing all the 


moſt minure particulars reducible to each 
head. I have only drawn out thegreater lines, 
and inſiſted on thoſe wherein Wives are moſt 
frequently deficient. | I ſhall only add this 


caution , that whateyer is duty to the husband, 


is equally fo, be he good or ill. The Apoſtle 
commands ſubje&tion and” fidelity eyen to 


Heathen Husbands, r Pet. 3. 12. and*tis not 
now their defe& either in Piety' or xy "ric 6 


that,can abſolye the Wife. For, beſides the 


inconyenience of making her duty precarious, 
and liable to be ſubſtrated upon eyery pre- 


tence of demerit, ſhe has by ſolemn Contra&t 


g % I} by i add 
ART. IF © 


3 
L 


FiO Shednkg 
? 


renounc'd that liberty ,” and in her Marriape- 


vow taken him for better for worſe; and ir 
is too late after Vows to make enquzry ,. Proy, 
20. 25. to ſeek to break looſe from the 
Bond of her Soul; and: how uneaſie ſoeyer 
' the peryerſneſs of the Husband may render 
it, he cannot thereby make ir leſs, but more 
rewardable by God. For what the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks in the caſe of Servants, is no leſs ap- 
pliable to this, x Per. 2. 19; for this ts thanks 
worthy, if for conſcience toward God ye endure 


grief - ſuffering wrong fully. What ever duty 


is perform'd to Man with afpe& on God, he 
owns it as to himſelf; ſo-that how unworthy 
Toeyer the Husband may be ;'the Wife cannot 
miſplace her obſervance, whilſt ſhe finallyter- 
of, mi- 
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min: es it on that infinit Goodneſs and Ma- 
Helty', -to whom no loye or obedience can be. 


* 1 


: cg! <br 
£24. FROM this relation of a Wife, - there 
ordinarily ſprings another; thatof a Mother ; 


Xo which there belongs adiſtin&t duty, which 


may: be branched into many ſeverals, - but 
[I hall at: preſent only reduce them to two 
Heads, Love and Care. - A Motheris a title 
-of-ſo:much Tenderneſs, that we find it bor- 
owed by-our Common Diale&t to exprefs the 
"moſt" exuberant Kindneſs; nay, even in Sa- 
{ered Style it has theſameuſe, andis oftenſer 
'88-the higheſt Exampleour weakneſs can com- 
{ptehend of the Divine Compaſſions. So that 
Nature ſeems ſufficiently to have ſecur'd the 
Jove-of Mothers to their Children, without 
Fheraid of any poſitive Law. Yet we find 
Wis[{as\orther Inſtints of Nature )-is ſome- 
'times:violated, .and oftner perverted and ap- 
plied/to. miſtaken purpoſes : the firſt is by a 
gefect:of;Loye ; the. other, by an imprudenr 
exceſs of it. The defe&t do's, I preſume, more 
rarely.occur thenthe other; yet .it doth ſome- 
"times happen, and that either from a moroſe 
fowrneſs of humor, orelſe from too yehement 
ah intention on ſomething elſe. | 
,-$5i:$oMs Women have ſuch a rugged- 
nefs-of> Nature, .that they can love nothing, 
"The-ugly. Paſſions'of Anger and Enyy have, 
like Phorao's leanKine, eat up the more ami- 

| C c able 


*; 


* able of Loye and Joy. Plato was wont to 
' . adviſe crabbed auſtere Tempers, . to ſacrifice 
_ to, the Graces; and ſuch as theſe had need 
' .bave'a great deal of ChriftianPhiloſophy, to 
allay and\ſweeten their native Bitterneſs. But 
there: are others that. are not yoid of: the af- 
_ fecion of Love, but 'ris: fore-ſtall'd/by ſome 
other Obje&t, and ſo diverted from their Chil- 
dren. And -'tis a little to be doubted; - thoſe. 
Obje&ts which ſo divert are none of :the beſt, 
For the Wiſdom of God has: diſpoſed-all duty 
into- ſuch a Harmony and: Conſent:of Parts; 
that .one interferes not with-another..: If we 
_ fove no prohibired thing , all the-regular'Ob+ 
jects of our kindneſs will agree well enough, 
and ane need never ſupplant another: And 
indeed 'tis:oft obſeryable;* that rhoſ:& Women 
who immoderatly love their: own-Plelures, 
do leſs regard-their Childrea ; -they:;look on 
them as Clogs to keep: them within doors; 
and think their adyertingto them, willhinder 
their free range abroad;. thoſe.are!tirn'd off 
tv. the. care of a Nurſe or Maid , whilſtperbaps 
A Dog'cs Monky is thought worth-zheir awn 
attenaance. FErE EL. 


P_ 


-1.26.- Phitareh relates it as a Sarcaſm of Ce: 
| fars, to ſome Foreigners:whom he ſaw:( at 
Rome Y:ſtrangely fond of fuch little Ahimals, 
that he asked them , Whether the Women in 
their Country had no-Children; thereby -in- 


rimating' how unreaſonable it was for Mm 
— *Þ | r at | 
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er.I. *' © Of Woes. 
mar had, to beſtow their careſſes on ſach 
Exatures: And ſurely he would not haye 
Wren a milder Reprimand to ſome of our 
Ladies; who not only pleaſe, burpride them- 
Elves. in thoſe lirtle Brutes, ſhew them to all 
Eomers , when perhaps :you may converſe with 
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them divers daies, before you ſhall, by any 
mention of theirs, know that they have 2 
#27. To the defe& of Loye, many are apt 
# impute the Mothers transferring the Nur- 
ng her Child to another. 1 am not forward 
© pronounce of it, being loth to involve 
0 many as I then muſt in the imputation of 
pogaturalneſs ; I rather think it is taken wp 
3s 2 picce of State and Greatneſs; for no ©- 
[mer motive, butwhatis founded intheir > at 
ity, could ſo univerſally prevail withall that 
[are of it. Bur ſure this is one of the yain 
punctilio's whetewith: this Age abounds. For 
what eyertank the Mother is of, the Child cat- 
[Fies proportion to it, and there is the ſame e- 
7 Pebben the greareſt Lady and her own 
Child, as is between the meaneſt Beggars ind 
Hers: tho indeed if there were aty condeſcen(i-- 
2pnin it,- the ayerſions of that ought not to out- 
Weigh the i als of Nature, and the many 
adyantages-the Child may receive by taking 
Ms  Nuriſhment. whence it derived its Sub- 
. | Hance. | And thierefore, tho I will fotbe too 
zpoſirive ih aſſerting the neceſſity , yet I coni- 
| | 76:80 ©c 4 fels; 
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feſs, I cannot bit look with reverence on'thoſe 
few Perſons of Honor, who have broke thro 
an unreaſonable Cuſtom, /and: preferred the 
good of their Children before that fantaſtic 
priviledg of Greatneſs. And ſuch muſt i 
all Juſtice be acknowledged to have given a 
much better. evidence of their loye to their 
Children, then the others. | 
28. THERE is in A. Gelhns, in his four 


| reenth Book;, ſo fine a Diſcourſe on this ſub- 


je&t, where #avorimmus the Philoſopher is intro- 


_ duced,  perſwading a Noble Lady, norwith-. 


ſtanding the uſual Excuſes, to nurſe her Child; 
that nothing beſides the length, 'could- temt 
me to omit the tranſcribing it: 'unleſs happi- 
ly the little ſucceſs, which a Noble" Perſon 
of the ſame Sex here concern'd,. mean the 
Counteſs of Lincoln ,' in the Ingenious Book 
wrote by her, and call'd her Nutſery., beafut- 
ficient ground of deſpairing to conyince by 
any thing that can be ſaid. However, ler 
theſe delicate ones conſider the ſevere words 
of -the. Propher, Lamen. 4. '3. The ſea-mon- 
fters draw. out the breaſt, they grve- ſuck to 
their young ones: the daughter of my people is 
become cruel like theoftrichin the V/ilderneſs, 


; who. 1s hardned againſt her young ones, 'as the 


"> 


they were ot hers : her :Jabor u imvamwwuithout 
fear, becauſe God hath deprived her of iwnſaom , 
neither hath he imparted to her underſtanding. 


| 29. Bur 


ET 
(7 BF nts ie 
\ > ent Ea ; 
"E2 Why "OE 958, _—_ ol & 
REV MH 4 4X 
CE SA WEE, 
Gat T5. ua =" « T9" » 
1P - 4 : þ 6 
is * £ +: 4 
—_— > x «83 s_ *x 
s i. 7 + 
» & 3 . ® o 
bo» _ -” 
X ew” 7 b 
Ee "op 


29. Burt as there:may be; a faulr in; rhe 
ect, ſo there may be alſo in the exceſs of 
re. God is the only unlimited 'objet of 
wr Love, towards all others 'tis eafie robe-' 
bme inordinate', and in no-inſtance more 
hen this of children. The love of a parent is 
ſcending, and all things moye moſt violent- 
downwards: fo that whereas that of chil- 
wen to their parents commonly needs a ſpur, 
this of the parent often needs a bridle ? eſpe- 
tally that of che Mother, which ( by ſtrength 
a feminine paſſion) do's uſually exceed the 
bye of the Father. Now to' regulate this 
WMection, ſhe is to adycrt.to theſe two rules, 
ft chart ſhe hurt not her ſelf by ir}, and ſe- 
andly that ſhe hurt not her' children. Of. 
he firſt ſhe is in danger if ſhe ſuffer that Hu- 
man affection to'fwell beyond its banks, fo 


br every thing is ſo to us, which rivals the 
bye of God in our hearts: and he who owns 


| 


I 


the title of a Jealous God, may be proyoked 
& well by our bowing our ſouls to a living 
Mage, as the proſtrarton of our bodies to a 
gead.' Accordingly we oft ſee the effects of 


. 


bis Jealouſy in this particular. The dotin 


aettion of the Mother, is fre yes emi 
with the 'untimely death of her Children; 
br if not” with that, -*tis many times with a 
tyerer ſcourge. They live(bur as it was _ 
*  $IRÞ.2004 to 
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the outward. from that is: conſider'd: . For 
that -cannor-, be rewardable,,, to. which the I 
party has contribured nothing; and the P/al- (8 
muſt will cell us, Thar'tis God thatharh made i 

us and, nor, we our ſelves, Pſalm. x00. 2 
And as little yoom is there fot theother end, 
that 0 SREOUAgemont | Fox as our Saviout 
tells us, Mar. .6: none can add a cubir- to his 
FE? Wy ſtature; 
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ure 'T nor ke: one hai white/or © black 

7 certain themſelyes cannor really do ei- 

-- tho. by the aid of Artificial H rpocify 

EE appear* to do both. - B 

bſe' are Arts which neither deſerve nor Fat x 
Ic ouragement: the natural. Beauty muſt 
Wave its increaſe fromthe ſame fource whenee 
"c lerived its being. - There is' therefore nd 
al Wonablc account to be given, why a Child 
an bi preferred | for any ſuch excerior CX- 


Fi Fas only juſtifiable orotind of par- 
tial ity / ro Children 'is 'their Vertue:- forto 
Har their own" choice concurs; and ſo may 
3 tle-them to reward; and 'tis/alfo in their 
dwer to- adyance,' and. - encouragements 
e not ' caſt a rs upon them. ' Nay, the 


fluences of thoſe may extend farther , and ' 
Woroke: a vertuous' emulation--in* the reſt. 
: bo "then the! mother muſt "6 manage it, "as 
Þ evidence thar''tis no inequality in her own 
ſiclination, bur merely: the force 'of the 0- 
thers deſert; not'the Perſon, bur the Good: 
; e s$\ that biaſſes her: and' when Verrue is 
Eknown''to' be the only ingratiating Quality ; 
# hey: wiltat once” 'learn' the way to become 
lers and" Gods: '/Fayorites. - And unleſs it be 
1 tpon this:one deſign; *tis a very unſafe thing 
Jor a Parent to make any partial 'difcrimina- 
He of (among. Children;': which is'Ture to temet 
ſhe "more. neglected: both to' repine” at _ 
on an 
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_ and' envy. her; Dearlings.- 'And ofcen-times 
ſuch: ſeeds-of- rancor have:bin by that meang 
ſowed+in-Ohildren, as have bin hard to era: 
dicate_in their, riper Years. Nor is the miſ- 
chief leſs. which ſhe do's to-her Fondlings; 
who, beſides rhar they are expoſed to the mas 
lice ofthe reſt, are uſually ſpoiled by.it , made 
infoleat and untractable,, perhaps their whole 
lives: after; for where the Mothers affection 
is unbridled,” commonly the Childs will is ſp 
too, her fondneſs ſuperſeding that diſcipline 
and correction, which" ſhould , as: the. Wiſe 
man ſpeaks, bow down its neck fromits youth. 

+:32- AND the like. maybe ſaid where the 
- indulgence.is; more uniyerſal to all-the Chil- 
dren, -which- is in one:reſpe& worſe: then the 
partial ,. becauſe ir ſpoils more ; not-one- or 
two, but all the brood.- The doting love of 
a:Mother blinds her cies, that ſhe cannot ſee 
their faulrs; 'manacles-her hands, that ſhe 
cannot chaſtiſe them, [and ſo their Vices are 
- permitted -to. grow up-with themſelyes. As 
their joints knit and gather. ſtrength; , ſo do 
their ill habits , till at laſt they' are confirm'd 
into' an Obſtinacy ; ſo ſetting them in a per- 
&k&.oppefition ro that Parzern they ſhould 
imitate >'for'as Chriſts:child-hood #ncreas'd im 
- wiſdom,:and-the Divine Favor, : Luk. 2. fo 
do theirs/in ail thoſe provoking follies:,; which 
may: aveptiberk' the: love..of God. and:Man. 
And alaS-what recompente can the little blan- 


diſh- 


refſes Fo 
rm pottant;, fact 
0 that the: that barrl 
Morro her: Indulgence” Eel L, 
ſhe eminetitly * vio-- 
es > he A Nate by)which ſheſhbn[dre- 
+ love ; and de s/thatto herChildren : 
Fatob feared from his Father |' Ger: 37. 
yea pon them, ant not a bleſſing.” = 

274 X x D the beſt 'way of a ſoving 
Fe Se! is'by welt Aiſchan ing the'orher 
wpck of their uty;”thar'of Care.' Without 
all: the moſt nate raptures of Kind- 
fs ; are but an acry Apparition /, a Fantaſtic 

ene , and will no more advantage a Child, 
tn the whole Shambles in Picture 'can feed 
Id nouriſh it.” Now this care is not a tempora- 
b, nanny Dury , for ſome one critical in- 
fr; (but is fo atrend the Child thro the ſe- 
eral ſtages of its Minority , vis, 'Tnfancy, 
Childhood, and Youth. ' The very'firſt part 
C F their Infancy, is a ſeaſon only for: thoſe 
6 res which concern their Bodies, providing 
pen careful Artendance, and 'all other 
7s conducing to' the ſtrengehning. their 
Rtiturions',” and laying a foundation for 
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tans lie under the -prejudice of :being not 
ily unneceſſary, but;ungentile, below. the 
pard of: Perſons of Guality. _ Tis: much to 
{feared; that this negle& roward their Chil- 
ten, is: founded in [4 previous contemnt. of 
ety in themſelyes; yet ſuppoſe 'ris often 
creaſed by alittle Vanity they have of ſeeing 
bem. excel -in fome of thoſe exterior Qua- 
Hes, which. may recommend them. to the 
mor -of the World,” upon .the' improving 
thereof they. are ſo/intent, that more ma- 
rial things are over-lookt. And when thoſe 
Te acquired, the pride-of ſhewinfg'them'be- 
tries -thefm ro other. Inconveniencies. The 

Mother oft not only permits, bur incites the + 
Daughter to rhe opportunities of boaſting her 
Excellencies, ſends her ſo oft-abroad on that 
Deſign, that arlaſt perhaps ſhe cannor,, wlien 

he would, keep herathome, as Ibelieve too 
many have found experimentally true. In 
a word, this Interval between Child-hood 
and Majority, is the moſt critical: Point of - 
4 Womans Life; and-therefore ſhould be the 
moſt nicely and watily attended; and a Mo- 
Uther had need ſummon'not only-all her care 
and diligence, but her prudence;too, well to 
diſcharge this part of her. Obligation. 
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that; keep it-from. periſhing ;-.and; by this in- 
' Nocent- Magic;, __- the > Tapotiahe: were: wont 
by a more guilty ) ſhe may converſe with the 
Dead, repreſent him ſoro en other 
that: his Life may ſtill, .be.: 
ples the ige Morag | 

ies/the ages - o-by, his Nor mag Eve- 
" it hour preſents; diſtin&; Idea's, of. kim ..ſo 

at.:ſhe: ſces. him-the oftner,, for his-being 


hid: from: her:;Eigs., Burt. as. they uſe: nor: to- 
embalm without, Qdors, ſo the, ig not. only 
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zpreſerve, "his perf his Memory , render 
t ' ragrant as ſhe can, not only toherſelf," 
je ochers ; by reviving the remembrance of 
fer was Praiſe-worthy in him, vindi- 
ing him from /all- Calumnies and falſe Ac- 
farions , and ſtifling -('or AAllayin ) even 
> ones as'much as ſhe can. And indeed 
Widow: can'no way better 2 ads for her | 
'n Honor, then by' this tenderneſs of her 

3 Yor there is another Expreſſion of it, 
tferior to none of the former, and thatis the 
| ſuch a'value upon het relation tohim, 
nothing unworthy of it. "Twas the 

ly: ing” 'charge 0 wi A his Wife Liv, 
Bebave thyſelf well i: and remember. our Mar- 
| I 'And ſhe: who has bin Wife-ro-a Perſon 
onor,' muſt fo remember it, as not'to do 
y thing | below her ſelf, or which he (could 

& have foreſeen it) thould Juſtly haye bin 

| Al amed of. 

5. Txs laſt Tribute ſhe can pay: him, is 
Inhis Children. "Theſe he leaves as his Proxies 

c d/reccive- the kindneſs' of which himſelf is 
capable ; ſo: that; the Children of a Widow 
:clame'a : double: portion of the Mothers 
ve; /one upon their Native right , as hers; 
.. pother , asa beq 16 rg _m righr of their dead 
[: ather.> And-indeed;! e is to ſupply 

[theplace ofborh Remi burneceflary ſhe 
S 7 als: -pur'on the Aﬀettions of hom: and ro 
b 5 Gg the 
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the akanals wines, add roving ; 
condu@t- of # Father. + Firſt, in. a. ſeduloug: 
care of their Education; and: next ;:in'a. pris; 
dent- managery of gre Forrunes:; an-order - 
thatis ſomtimes unhappily inverted; :;gnd Mo-.. 
hers are fo. GR iro — pro: 


—_ teins not how to: difpoſe. x "con 'W 

atiy zeal |bencfit of; Pct. : Nees. A 

this is. fie '6f the-moſt pernicious Parfimon 
imaginable," A. qe" by this: e b/+conjpony Ar 
dopt'the: :Fortune;. 4 and:/abdicate:; thes. Child; 
who isonly made: the:Beaſt to bean thoſe loads 
of Wealth ſhe will lay oh; andwhith:the evi- 
dently owns/as; rhe reſt Treſure,, Hace i in 
renderneſs to x e neglects hirhy i; : 
' 67'V' £7 ſomtimes the ſame'Effect f rings 
fromatlotiicr Cauſal and'Childretarejit bred, 7 
 notibboauiſe the Mother grudpes: the, charge, S 
- þut- ouitrof ar Feniidiaes Sndries® which per: * 
mits'het nor to part:with them xo-theiproper I? 
.Þ veigel for their "Education. (Like 2Faco6 td 
, her! fans iſo honado Inſthemi. 
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= r which is beſt, but which 
ny | Gg 2 diſ- 


bo tefs ailchicf, wy © leaſt to her' So, who 

: wag Þ Sin confined to home, are conſequent- | 
f Ee ndenined to be poiſoned (if with nothin 

I, yer) with the flatteries of Servanrs a6d 

Te iants ; who think thoſe the beſt expedient 

= their own Nation. - And with theſe 
ie y Eyotlg M Mafter or Landlord is ſo blown up ; 

that his Manors were the confines of t Pi 

Fett, he can look ar hothing beyond them z 

y chat when at laſt he breaks looſe from his 

Mothers arms and come abroad , he' expe 

tarcets find his' Equals, much leſs his Betters; 

| ſhin! $he is till ro receive the ſame-fawning 

ations which he was uſed to at bome 

nd being poſſeſt with” this inſolent' expeta- 

fon, he will ſcarce be*'undeceived*, but at 


e price of many Aﬀeronts: nay , perhaps he 
buy his experience with theloſs of his lifez 
36 '1l manners drawn ona Quarrel, wheres 

In he finally periſhes. "That, chis is ti im- 
f offible Su on: ſome unhappy Mothers 


bave four fotheir unſf peakable affliction: 
. *T'r.s. not to be* TNA” but there ar8 
Io dangers .confequent to . the* 'breedinj 


x Thildren abroad, * ce having infinuated it 


evett ifito the places of: rudition', and 


| Favin nor. onl: as many',, but the'ye fame 
: Won tt Vetue and Learning ; 
tt Sp = be eprayarion of thetimes new 


thE'Queſtion A cus We iy ge * — 


them both 
n Be-. 


ey may acquire, 
divrclomen: (ch 
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| Lak (Omg as. in her own peculiar Con- 
fn. 1 do not' fay that ſhe ſhall confound 
he- property, :and make it indeed her own, 
wn applying .it 'to her peculiar uſe, a thing 
$1: kick is often done, Eſpecially by the 
icr ſort of Widows, who'to S6eP, UP cheir 
wr |Equipage do fometimes incroach upon 
heir {ſons peculiar. And I wiſh even that 
tho bad: enough ). were. the only: caſe.where- 
Wn it were done :. but'tis ſomtimes to makeher 
&detter-prize: to a'ſecondhusband. - She goes 
Anto- another. Family ,: and )as: if ſhe were; a 
Colony ſent out; by her ſon. he-muſt pay for 
the planting her there: _ indeed the oft. re- 
Seating this-injury,- has adyanced.it now in- 
# a cuſtom, and' the management of the 
Minor;s: Eſtate. is reckon'd on' as part of the - 
N Widows 'forrune. But I confeſs I ſee nor 
; _) there is in the title of a Mother , that 
[tan legitimate her. defrauding her ehild; ir 
Father. .envenems the crime, and adds Unna- 
uralneſs to; Deceit. Beſides tis a prepoſterous 
Hort -of -guilt. | Orphans and Widows, are in 
'$cripture link'd together as objects of Gods 
and good mens pity, and of ill mens oppref- 
fon, and how ill alas do's civil War look 
among fellow-ſufferers ?' The widow-to in- 
ure-the- Orphan is. like the' uncooth oppreſ- 
"Lion; 'Solomen ſpeaks of, Prov. 28, 3 A poor 
"man that: oppreferb the poor us Jike a ſiveeping 
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3 ww ich Laoath ao ford. Such kind'of ra: ras. 
; are as exceſſive in theirdegrees, as pros 
us in their Kind: and T believe there are. 


© manly inſtances of ſons, who have: ſuffered 
more by the Guardianſhip of their Mothers; 
_ they could "a haye done by the 


of Strange | 
- To well Sfach Morhers anſver' theie 
Obligation: to their dead Husbands, 1 muſt | 


Ro it W their own Conſciences to' diſcuſs ; 


offer them theſe: ſteps of: grada- 


a _ gn Fry to proceed. "Firſt that Inju- 
ſtice” of -afy* ſort is a. great fin... Secondly 
-when'tis in amatter of truſt, 'ris compli: 
cated with Treachery alſo. Thirdly thatof 
_ all: truſts choſe” ro the dead have oh ajes' bin 
eſteemed" the "moſt ſacred. ' If they'can find 
any allay ro theſe by the'two remaining cir- 
cumſtances; thar'tis the! truſt of a 'husband, 
and” cheinitereſt of a child, 1 ſhall 'confeſs 
them very ſubcil Caſuiſts. ©: 
-t6.. I haye hitherto ſpoke: of- what the wi- 


dow 'ows' toi her dead husband; bur there is 


Ho: ſomwhat 'of- peculiar: Obligation - in 're- 
krion ro herſelf. God'who has placed'us in 
this World-ro purſue the intereſts of a' better, 
_ directs all the- fipnal as of his Providence 
eo'that 'end;,”/ Fs intends we ſhould ſo in- 
rerprer them:'/So that every great "change 
that. occurs, © is deſigned. <either to' recall 'us 


from a wrong" way, "or to quicken our paces 
A} L FO 
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4 erg ; and a Widow th more: hen 
= ture, _ that when God takes away, the 
pa ate "of her boſom, reduces her to a ſoli- 

>, he do's by it ſound a retreat: from the 
hrer: Jolliries-: and paieties 'of the :World. 
nd -as: in compliance with .civil cuſtom-ſhe 
dmurcs her ſelf; fits in darkneſs ſor a while; 

þ ſh ſhould: put on a more'retired temper of 
ind, - a» more [tri and: ſevere behavior; 

dar not-to'be:caſt off withcher veil, -but 

; to. be the- conſtant dreſs of-her widow-hood. 
peed. chat State as-it requires/agreat ſobrie- 
piety, -fo-it affords many advantgges 

wards it. - The: Apoſtle tells us, that fhe 

' 28 married" careth for the ithings of the | 
World, how ſhe maypleaſe her hiisband, 1. Cox, 

b Sh ; There arc many things which are bur 
due eormpliances: of. a Wife, whichyert 

are xeat-avacations, / and interruptions-of a 
-;Devyation;'- when ſhe. is 'manumirtred 

i from that ſubjeftion, when''ſhe has leſs of 
Martha's care- of ſerving , ſhe: is then. ar li- 
: poory to 'chuſe 'Marys part ,: Luk. 10. 42. She 

; bs er:time-and her fortune at her own conv- 
mand; \and conſequently may much more-a- 
of in;tbe:works both of Piety and'Cha- 
rity. --We find. God himſelf retrenchedthe 
| Wives Power .of binding her. owi:ſoul;' Nam. 
30. Her vows: were totally inſignificant with- 
- out.\'her husbands confirmation; bur the wi- 
- dow - might :deyore her ſelf.co:what on 
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6 Faw wh as-it. can. Tho hour w 

were. before her: husbands ri be. As , {+ 
to deyolye on _ the gra roprietor o f 
our'eime : thar 1 Aiſcoure:a and TE 


&ion benno the eternal. wer and .happi« 


neſs:.of ngels;, the- ardor 'of a © 


"Thus may the 'in a higher ſenſe verify. Ta 
pftnrridd 0) Fud.24. 14. fetch biyyout of car. 
caſ+, make her husbands Aſhes {like thaſe of - 


the:Heifer under the. Law:;: Heb. 9-x5;) her 

Purification: his corruption, may-help/ro pur 

on-ineorruption ,-and her-loſfsrof'a remporar 

comfort mayinſtate her inanerernal.--/ as 
11. AND ias:her ſelf, fo\her\fo 

alſo. be conſecrated -: *c 


and--itidee | 
that; will alſo: rg Mary co wh aw 


eut.of:Ezypt; there ſhall nor:y hoof;be-tcft 


behind hey Exod. Io. 26.00; of her pob 
ſeſſions! wilt be afligned to rt and/exceſs; 


- She/ who: hath really deyored her ſelf ro.Pic- 


afted and prawed with Anna, Luk.2. 3% 
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KA alſa be. Of. $004 | 
with 7 akithap:AQts 9:36: This the met be 
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Er ET WP WEI Iver "TIE 5 vand aho 
ow creaſe z60neiFamily 4 ſhe may 
berry; A »And> certainly the: fertility 
womb,,\is not 1o-yaluable as 'this:of che 
Ba ro FenickabnedR clam: be bur ai happineſs, 
apaſſion-ts a> YErtitet/ "Nay indeed: tis: a 
ea EE ineſsi x ws; on 
IO; wart Wi! "and an- 
iſh4-but!a:work of: Mercy nk 'd; not 
TS viekreaſe) bur deligbt. Beſides:;ſhethar 
ars.2/Child, knows inoewhetherit mayprove 
Bleſfing! 9d a Curie ; bur:Charity gies eet- 
kt 0 tirle-to aBloſling 2800 en engages the-moſt | 
dy ayan -himfelf ;: who 
ions ; all: |  dixbinwents as.Aa lingo bim. . 
7 ethat hath pi zty upon the poor , lendeth uiitothe 
07 xoatll f which bd bath gives (Wl equa 
md; Provongyrf;culs i to) offers 
'T 11 THE a z:was: inthe: Primitive rimes 
GR oa Ordervofo-Widows- 4; which 
S CE margs ons/37-D:T em. 5.) whoſe:mhole 
end Fe deyortd raCharity. They were 
Ke ed: of theipobret forts Hit rathertoreccive 
er ron pert ;they leſs rhey.could>dv 
" '& kg naoxeiwas requizedzdl 
rabler witices.of gg 
be $2; -__ ofc 
a cbildrew, and a ditiperwiio/teaddxcriet ws 
day hb. oAnd; ſure-qhere 43 parity df+Rea- 
yea thoſe whe)ogon the ſcafe ofcheir 
Fealch:) cxemoichent s from thoſe Labori- 
ki: | HH vys 
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FL WW... | "rn \ Women: be 
| qualified to avert this.re ;:&-owſtbethe 
Dowagers::of 1greatuF; amilies and: Fortunes : 

have/none/ro:conth theif Niſits-to the 
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any: 
am lar che? can 


_—_ tyitipes ſo. like-ta eocurcthebi the Eulogy 


"ah r way: diſpoſe ? 
fo m oh xo.their'own \ontent- |; 
y: niaycnothbly cloy; and :ſatiate NY 1 
fF make proviſonſorchfiats; bur *; 


that ' 


hs <9" 2, e0- ti 


a 


tan mTrYCYYVv 


is by a charitable diſpenſing. The, poor are 
it's Proxies as well as Gods; andtho in alLother | 
"xeſpets we may fay tothe Soul , as the B/a/miſt 
do's to God, . P/al. 16.;2. my god extend 
tap. to thee; yet by this way , .it 


TE An i OS 
- 


oy 


ecomes not 


Es 


Fpaly. a /partaker, -but. the chief proprietor, 
and all is laid out for .itsufe; The harboring 
gn out-caſt, builds it an ever/aſting habitation , 
Luk: 16, g.the clothing the naked, arrays itin 
pure white linen, Rev. 19. 8. and the feeding 
the hungry , makes itagueſt or TOES, the 


ca 


*Lamb., y. $. Nay, it gains notonly aninde- 
fcifible title to theſe happy Reverfions,, but 
it has a greatdealinpr ept pollethogs. a huge 
"rational Complacence. in the right applying 
Fof Wealth, and doing that with it,, forw ich 
Prwas deſign'd. Yet more, it gives a ſenſitive 
- delight; nothing being more agreeable ro hu- 
"man nature; then the doing good to.its own 
kind. A ſeaſonable Alms leaves a greater ex- 
Cultation/ and tranſport in the Giver, then. it 


can ordinarily raiſe in the Receiver. ſo ex- 
-emplifying the Maxim of our Bleſſed. Lord, 
"that it is a more bleſed thing to groe then. to 


"receive, A. 20. 35+. This indeed. is a way, 
E Hh z - © 
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zd Wl, ors; ſhe kveth 1 ws: oh ' 
[e ew hg digs «when the 

ye her being ; 
o begiign gale, 


alt ner, phe -to-thne Region of Bliſs; 
gh toe *the afflicted 
mbers , Natl there be 


[= indiſſotubly unired 
o their Gloxious Head. Ip” 


AND now "methinks' Widow: hood, 
unde ons re FE quite transferm'd, is.not 
ſo fortorn, fo 'an eſtate aSiris ufually 
cſtechrd.” I:y would” all Widows” ufe but 
this expedient, thus 'devore themſclves to Pie- 
ty ang Charity it would, like the healin 
Free}, "Exod 15.25. ſweeten: theſe Waters > 
Marat, "tender the' condition not only fup- 
portable, bur plefant'; and they would nor 
necd. to'make ſuch affrighted, ſuch difadyan- 
5 rageous eſcapes, as" many do, from it. 'Tis 
E- rae. the Apoſtles affirmation is unqueſtion- 
able, that the wife ; when her husband is dead, | : 
is at liberty to be married tho whonr ſbe will, | 
x-Cor. 7. 39. But the advice he ſubjoins is I « 
authenric too, /be"is happier if ſhe ſo abide. | © 
She thar*'may ſolace her Ulf in the Society, |} ! 
in thy Loye of her God , makes af ignoble || « 
deſcent to human Embraces :' the thar wn - 
purchaſe” Heaven with her Wealth , poyy's -\ 
You dear Burgaige of rhe beſt Hsban _— | 
arth. 
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Soutir, it ſeems not'very prudenttorelinquiſh 


1S _ SV 

as 'F or xLiberry and Property 7 ro eſpouſe ar:the 
ie Fpefſt'a Subjection, but perhaps a'Slavyery :'it a 
"3 {little reſembles the mad Frollicks of freed 
>, {Sally-Slaves , who play away their Liberty" 
;: 4s ſoon as they regain it. | 
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76: MARRIAGE is ſo great an adventure, 


: 


my 
a, 
3 
SA, 
Ky 
% 


* 


& 


for" whether they have bin proſperous or ad- 
FE yerſe in the firſt , it do's almoſt diſcourage 
'T fecond attemt. She that' has 'had a good 
Þo ffixt-in her Heart , thar it will be hard to 
Introduce any new Form : nay farther , ſhe 
may very reaſonably doubt, that in this com- 


-mon-dearth of Vertue , two good Husbands 
Will ſcarce fall to one Womans ſhare , and 


the reflections ſhe will be -apt to make on 
"the better. On the other fide , if ſhe have 
had a bad, the ſmart ſure cannot but remain 
"after the red is taken off ; the memory-of 
'whar ſhe has ſuffered ſhould methinks , be a 
- competent caution againſt new adyentures. 
Yer experience ſhews us that Women (tho 
"the weaker ſex) have commonly fortitude 
enough to encounter and baffle all theſe con- 
- fiderations. | It is not therefore to- be expect- 


-ed that many will by any thing "that hath or 
and 
In- 


- eat be ſaid be diverted from remarrying: 


hat once ſeems enough for the whole life : 


usband, may. be ſuppoſed to have his Idea 


one will become more intolerable to her , by 
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the;:retiredneſs ;and. gravity which becomes 
a: Widow ;”;had- better put. themſelyes..in a 
\ Rate: that leſs requires it; and if they refolye 
not. to: conform their minds ro their.condi- 

on;,; to:bring. their condition to theigminds. 


tion. 
But in the doing that there-will be ſome cau-- 


tions very neceflary to beobſerved. hall rc- 
duce them to two., theone relating tothetime, 
the: other to the"equality of the match. 

146. F1zsST/ in reſpec. of time, 'common 
decency requires that-there be a-confidera- 
ble / interval: berween - the. parting 'with, one 
Hugsband and: the. chuſing another. - This has 
' bin: ſo: much obſerved by: Nations thar were 
at all civiliz'd;; that we. find Numa made it 

-aLaw., that no Widow-ſhould marry under 
ten:months:,; and if any-did ſhe was to facri- 
_ fice as for the: expiation of acrime. And this 
continued in force- many- Ages after, nl; 
» £71 ; muc 


' broad- to intermeddle with” that of. others, 
And the truthis, they: that _cannot,.þrook 
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£6/T'H Ss Next Saks coniUenible: is the 
nugtoyot- the watch:! Marttage 5 ſ6 loſe 
ahfk 7:that ro live it eafy; "ris yd tohave 
the parried as: uy my as Way BE. 
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parry->-10d !iis cher 16 pride mbtive; 
By N whickfome: Widows aro fer who nal 
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h Relatians,i.. There: 
> of Lords, who have fucd rick, ___ 
Widows like ſpunges, ſqueez'd them 
knee with their Wealth:;.. and 
x1 Hide 1 of A Woman to marry very 
-BDEOO QO much below. her ſelf; IS oy 
> 3:4hoſc ſc kind of matches. Are ordi- 
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monly ag; o 
* Woman IE being uſually pteſur'd #] 
Yr e was ſo greazs ;asto diſco 
8-his part'y there was ſamo invi- 
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If Yer: *tis/ too well known ſuch marches 


Have oft bin made , and the ſame levityand 


Ieonfideration-may betray others to it ; and 
terefore 'tis their concern well to ballaſt their 


minds, and'to provide that their Paſſion never 


et the aſcendahrt oyer their Reaſon. 


x8. ANOTHExX very neceſſary equality 


& that of their judgement as to LIES, I do 
jor mean thar they are to catechize each 


ther , as toevery minute ſpeculatiye point : 


4 


ft that they. be of the ſame profeſſion, ſo as 
join together in the worſhip of God. Tr is 
Wrevery uncomfortable that thoſe who haye 
Jo cloſely combined all their other intereſts, 
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yerſion ; fo' that at laſt their affeQions grow 
= | I i as 


| ſhould be diſunited in the greateſt; that one 
thurch cannot hold them, whom one houſe, 


3 


[diſpures ', thoſe diſputes- heats , thoſe heats 
Aiſpuſts -, and thoſe diſpuſts perhaps end in 


*% 


SY. - 
* 


WA1L'OR matter 
pf diſpute ; the one parent will ſtill be coun-'i| 
rermining the orher,'-cach ſeeking to recover 

the others Proſelytes. Nay it introduces fa- 
Ftion into the inferior parts of the Family too; i 
the Seryants according to their different per. 
ſwaſions bandy into Gans and: Arties ; f 1 
- that it @ndangers,- if not utterly Feftroics all 
concord in Families; and all this train of mif-. 
chiefs ſhould methinks be a competent preju; 

dice againſt ſuch matches. i, 

I9. THERE is yet athird particular where, 
ia' any great difproportion is much'to; be as 
yoided, and that js in Years. The humorg 
of Youth ang Age differ ſo widely, -that there 
had- need-be a grear deal of skill ro compoſe 
the diſcord ifnto a harmony. - When a young 
Woman marries an old Man, there are com- 
monly jealoufics on the one part, and loathings 
on the other, and if there be nor an eminent 
degree af diſcretion in one or both, [there will 
be perpetyal diſagreements. Burtrhis is a caſe 
| that do's not often happen 'amongthoſe I now 
=: ſpeakio: for tho the avarice of Parents ſome- 
_ = _ farces Maids upon ſuch matches, yet 


Vidows: who are their own .chyſers ſeldom 
Make ſuch 'pleipns. The. incquality amon 
$2w gammanly igils gn the ether fide ; an | 
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Earfiage isitifuch , afolly and dotage; They 
wo -muſt fiiddenly make' their beds in the 
Juſt, whar' ſhould they "think of a nuprial 
wuch ? And" to ſuch the anſwer of the'Phi- 
Bſopher - is appoſite, who being demanded 
what was the fitteſt time for marr ring; re- 


26: Bur the dotage becomes perfed fren- 


Wy and madneſs'when they: chuſe young Huſ- 


bands: thisis an accumulation of abfutdities 


Wd contradictions. | The Husband' and the 
Wife are but-one perſon; and yet 'at orice 


1 hk. and old," freſh and wither'd. '*Tis a 
Fever 


ing the'Decrees of Nature: and rhete- 


More 'twas no ill anſwer which Dionyſas the 


; 


\ 


Tyrant fat his Mother,” who in her age de- 


foned ſuch' a match, rhat tho by his Regat 
yet he 'could' riot abrogare thoſe of Nature, 
or make' it fit for her an old Woman tomarry 
& young Man. ''*Tis indeed-an inverfiori of 
Seaſons, a confounding the Kalender , m— 
2 mongrel month of May'and December: "anc 

[the conjunction; proves as faral as it is prodi- 


[pious ; it 'beitig foarce {ever ſeen thar ſucks 


match proves tolerably hiuppy. And indeed 
ris not iitaginable how itſhontd ; for firſt 'tis ro 
[be preſumed thar ſhe that matries ſo muſt mar- 


'ry meanly.” No'young Man-who do's not ticed 
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Women matry young Men. Indeed atiy 


power he could diſpenſe with poſitive Laws ; 
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yo BW 
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living- gratis. Next ſhe never miſſes to. be, 
hated- G 


* : 


che lingring torture deviſed by Mezent:us, a li- 
vinghody tied to.adead.- Nor.muſt ſhe think 
to. cure this by any the little adulteries of Art; 
ſhe--may” buy beauty -, and yet can neyer 
F make -it-her own; may paint; yet never be 
 fair;;/Tislikeenameling a mud wall;:the courſ- 
= - neſs of the ground will ſpoil cheyarniſh ; and: 
”  the,greateſt exquiſitneſs.of dreſs; ſerves - bur 
to illuftrare her native blemiſhes. So. that all 
ſhe gains by this:is'to. make him-ſcornas well 
2 nblnher. id oe HE og pit. : 
2E,-INDEED- there-is nothing can bemore 
ridiculous, then'an old Woman gaily ſet out; 
I andit was notunaptly-faid of Dzagexes to ſuch 
© a one, If this decking be for the-living,, you 
”. are deceived ; if for the dead make-haſt to, 
bu them -:. and I donbt.many young Husbands 
_ will be ready to ſay as much. Nay becauſe 
Death--comes not quick enough to. part them, 
. there are few. have patience.to. attend its loi- 
tering pace : the-Man bids adieu-to the Wite. 
" thonatto her fortune, takes thar.to. maintain Þ|- 
hisluxuries elſewhere, allows her ſome little |} 
{ 
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annuity: ,- and. 'makes- her a penſioner to her 
- own. eſtate. So, that he has his geſign, , bye 


| Twill regret that ſhe ſhould; be convinc 
"ſmart. Beſides ;;-this is a caſe.whereimtheed: 
have bin a multirude of unhappy, preſideass 


with the mangled, carcaſſes of many chat Raye! 
[thence fallen; if, he ſhall; deliberately 
himfelf into their eampany | the blame-quize- 
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dihe has it; the for his perſon, and. has it: 


ff Wor, 2 and which i is worſe , buies her defeatwith; 
the "Joſs of all , he commonly. leaving /her-as 
emLy of mony as :he found her. of wit. ' «1 
0:22, AND; truly this is 4 condition deple-» 
Frable enough., and yet uſually fails eyen;pf, 
"rhac comfort which is the laſtjreſerve/of; che. 
"miſerable , I mean Pity. -Tjs:the Wiſe mans. 
-queſtion-, Eccleſ.. 12. x3. Who, will pity. @ 
'charmer that is bitten. with-a.'S, erpent tHe 
might have preſumed leſs, on his skill and: - 


cept himſelf at a fafer diſtance and. ſureighie 
like may -be ſaid of her. | Alas what; ;ar&chey 


feeble charms, that ſhe ſhouldexpeRtby theny_ . 
- fix the e giddy appetites-of- Vonth: ? And lities; | 


the. could ſo, preſume - withoprt- ſenſe; ,:xiong 


which might have. caution'd; her, He that: 


cidentally falls; down. an undiſcovered;psegits 
'pice-is. con mpalzorgred for. his Te =" 


'he thar ſtands] a great while 06 the! brinkiof 
it looks down; and ſees: the-borrom itrew:di 


extinguiſhes the-pity-;: he may ;aſtoniſh; but; 
not; melt the. behylc ers, And, truly. 1ha:who, 
caſts her ſelf away in ſuch, a:match),, ROTO 
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e none of hers: : he —— her ; | 
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| 'Ve 
OI this "Roet. 'And- if- ſhe will needs ſteer 
er .- courſe purpoſely 'r0”//the ' ſame, © tione 
y - grudge her the ſhipwrack ſhe ſo 
*. - IL63 
bet LN o x his. the only this negative dif- 
.eviafort; tobe- deprived of pity, bur ſhe is 
toaded. with cenfires*and reproch. + 'The World 
SHprtchough ro-malicious-errots , to; fix blame 
there is fone, bur 'tis ſeldom 
oft \Dharitative,, 'do's/ not overlook he Xo all- 
of 4 P zeardt of evil,” but generally puts the 
ule vonſtruRton 'on wy Ae at- it-will 
-ptobability- bear; {and according 
- = ST: that: neſute- Women in his:  cotidition' can 
=. very *mild deſcancs on them.” In- 
RR h mates are fo deſtitute of any ra- 
.'that*tis hard to derive theni from 
+ motive then the ſenſitive. What 
Q | : , 15 
& hee! "as. ils 'unhandfom 'to declare: 1 
MHl-fot mpefess fue they #re5-buc-if they be, 
adds "reaſon to Gr former, why ſuch 


oy 


iſtor- 


tifal beats it Ape, thay very 
0465 diſmal  Prefages ; and yery 
j fince they" ereate the ruine 
*Hhd' ttuly 5- hot” only juſt, 
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bur) convenient... that ſuch-/ . ſhould 
be. attended. with- ſuch Conſequences;+;that 
th : Birterneſs of the one, may occaſion:ſome 
Exeflexion on _the-Sordidneſs of the other. "Tis 
©bur kindly ; .cbat ſuch an Alhallontide: Spring 
ſhould meet with. Froſts, and: the: unplefant- 
*neſ-of the Event chaſtiſe the uglineſs of ithe * 
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© Deſign; and therefore I think thoſe that 'ave 
abou of the .one, ſhould-be fo far from 

- murmuring,- that. they. ſhould be very thank- 
ful for the other, think ic Gods diſcipli 

© co -bring them 'again to their Wits; and;nor 
| xepine | at that ſmart which themſclyes have 
© mae neceſſary. | a 
- ...24 AND now I wiſh all the Ancienter 
* Widows could- ſeriouſly weigh how much! tis 
+ their Intereſt. nor to ſeyer thoſe two-Epithets; 
©. that, of Ancient they cannor pur off, ie daily 
grows. upon them ; and that of Widow is ſure 
a. more. proportionable adjun&t to it, then 
- that / of Ate: eſpecially when it is to; one 
” to whom her Age might haye made her Mo- 
ther. There: is a Veneration due to Age, if 
{ 4t- be: ſuch as diſowns not it ſelf, T be: boar 
| head Aaies Solemon., is acrown of glory , if uf 

; found in the way of righteouſneſs , Prov. 16;'32. 
” but when it will mix it ſelf with Youth; :ivis 
* diſclaimed by both, becomes the ſhame of the 
+ Old, and the ſcorn of the Young. | What 
” a,ſtrange fury is it then which or fuch 
- Women, that-when they may. dilpgle their For- 
ES RN 6 runes 


Moone : Sp! Sclons A : 
__ . when they may Keegiup tho t8prichrionEXe: 
. geftyandPrudenee, ey Ok expoſe theim- 


 Jeive Univerſal Conremt for the want 
| of borh ? and chat they who' might haye had. 


'  wRevetence;/ put themſelyes even our of the ' 


wajpctry of bare Compaſſion ?: on 
*25. THIS is fo high a'Frenzy , as fare 
cannot happen in an inſtant ;-it mult: have 
ſome preparatory. degrees , ſome- -rotting in 
the*conſtirution and habit of the mind.- Such 
Widows have ſure ſome lightneſs of humor, 
before they can be ſo giddy'in their Brains, 
. tid therefore thoſe that will ſecure themſelyes 
fromthe Effet, muſt ſubſtract the Cauſe ; 
if they will ſtill be wiſhing themſelyes young, 
' *tis odds but within a while they will petſwade 
- themſelycs they are ſo. ' Let them therefore 
content theniſelves to be old, and as Faſhions 
-are yaried' with Times, ſo let them put on 
the Ornaments proper tho their Seafon, which 


are Piety , Gravity , and Prudence. Theſe WA 


will not only be their Orhamenr, but their 
Armor too ; - this will gain them ſuch a Re- | 
verence, that will make it as improbable they 
ſhould bs aſſaulted, as impoſſible they ſhould 
aſſailt.- For think one may fafely ſay , it 
is'the want of ene or all'of thoſe , Sheick be- 
tenies Women'to' ſuch Marriages. - 

26, 'AND 
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56. AxD indeed it niay be 4' matter of - 
aurion, eyentothe younger Widows, notto _ 

{themſelves too niuch looſe to alightfrolic 
amor, which perhaps tliey will not be able 
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b\put off, when it. is moſt- neceſſary chiey 
nould.” :It will not much invites ſober Mani” 
© marry them while they are young; and if 
.t:continue with them till they are old, it may 
Fas Natural Motions uſe ) grow more violent 
towards its end: precipitate” them into that 
inous Folly we have before conſider'd. Yet, 
Fhould they happen to ſcape' that, ſhould it 
not fotce them from their Widow-hood, - it 
Wall ſure very ill agree with it: for how pre- 
poſterous is it for an old Woman to delight 
ih Gauds and Trifles , ſuch as were fitterto en- 
tertain her Grand-children? to tead /Rotman- 
ices with ſpectacles, and be at Masks and'Dan- 
tings, when ſhe is fit only to a&tthe Antivs ? 
[Theſe are contradiions 'to:Nafure , the tear-. 
ng off her Marks; and where ſhe has writ fifty 
tor ſixty, ro leſſen (beyond the proportion 
of - the unjuſt Steward) and write ſixteen; 
KF And thoſe who thus nianage their /Widow- 
hood,” have more reiſon to bewail-it ar laſt 
*rhen ar firſt, as having thore experimentally 
. | found the miſchief: of being left to:their own 
| Guidance. - Iriwill: therefore contern- them 
-all ro put tliemſelyes utder'a ſafer Condudt x 
' by an affidugus Deyorionito renderthemnſelves 
"up to:the leading of EI Wat Guide , 


who 
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who: if he be : 


20, 16; $0. prechude-all 
yet: be « lhe *q: ran ( 
fic to- be..choſen; that if they ſee-fit ro. uſe: 


as es _—_ it to Him, and tender it ca- 
P able . p ; , k , 


*Y wm f - x ih 
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+ The Chop. he 


od | HAv.z now. ;gone thro. both Parts of 

- Lthe | age no Method, The former has I 

preſented thoſe Qualifications which, are. I 
equally/ neceſſary to every Woman. Theſe, i 
as a Root, ſend fap and: vigour-tothediſtinct 
Branches;,. animate and impregnatethe ſeyeral 

- ſuceeſfive States throwhich ſheisropaſs. He 
thar harh-pure ' Oxe or-Bullion , 'may caſt it . 
into har Form beſk fits his-uſe , nay may: tranſ- 
late it; from one: to- another; and the who 
has tharMineof Vietues;, may furniſhiout any 
Conditioty;- .heri being good in! an abſolute 
conſideration... will: certainly-make ber fo in 

a relative. -- On theiother-f1de, ſhe who: has. 

not ſuch-ai Stock:,; cannpt; keep upithie Honor 

of. any State 3 like::coxrupted: Liquor, emty 
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Nh. Sinfrom one: Veſſel ro another, . it ſtill infe&s 
WW and contaminates all: -And this is the cauſe 
ic that : Worden are alike complain'd:.of under 
ſe F-all/Forms, becauſe fo many want this Fon- 
damental- Vertue. , Were . there more good 

” Women; there would be more modeſt Vir- 
— gins; loyal;and obedient Wives, and ſober 
- | +2: L: muſt rherefore-! intreat thoſe , who 
' will-look;'on; this Tra&,. not only to. ſingle 
"out that:part which. bears their own Inſcripti- 
| on; -bur-thar: they. think. themſelyes no leſs 
_ eoncerned in that which relates indefinitely F 

| to their Sex ;-: endeavor to: poſlels themſelyes q 
- of: thoſt i Excellencies , , which ſhould be as 
- univerfaliastheir Kind: and when they are ſq 
- ſtored with Matter, they may leaye Provi- 
” | dence»ro-diyerſifie the Shave ,. and to aſſign 
 them:their Scene of Action. © ws 
 +-3.-AND'inow, would God it were as eafie 
' to-:petfwade,' as it-is to. propoſe; and thar 
| this Diſcoutſe-may not be takenonly.as a Gay 
| zer fdriits:nexwvneſs, - and diſcarded as ſoon ag 
. reatl;-but;that it may at leaſt adyance to' the 
: honor:of an; Almanac, -be allowed one Year 
| ereittbe.our of date : and'in thartime,.. if fre- 
 quently:and.ſeriouſly;conſulted, it may:per- 
| kaps\ awaken ſome , Ladics from their ſtupid 
: cams;7 oonyince them that they were fent 
ito the Wohd for nobler purpoſes ; thenonly 
tdi make'a lietle Glinetng ine ; like a Comer', 
$34 (2351 pA ro 
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x 
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wy 4 bl 


ive FY 7 Vinze and ap 
rly- if it may operate far: | 

them an'effective' ſenſe of Dn 'Lſhall chink 
it has don them'a conf! 
may, I'am ſure fromthar Principle! deduce 
all *nceeflary*Conſcquences, and'I with the 
would. bur take the'pains to ara Coro!, 
laries; for thoſe Indufions they make to 
thergſelyes, would be'much'more' efficacious 
rhen. choſe which are drawn to'their-Kands. 
ropricty"isa grear'endearment* {"WElove to 
be *Proſelytes to' dur ſelves; and: People oft 
refiſt others Reaſons; who would upon” mere 
parriality 1 pay reverence to their own: 
_ *- £ But beſides this ; >there- wouldbe an- 
- other Adyaiitage , if they eng be-but: 
a cuſtom” of confiderin it they: 
inſenſibly "undermine - he Moo 4h ru 
of their ruine. That careleſs imcopirancy, 
fo rematkably frequent among all; Aahd.not 
leaſt among Perſonsof _ is'rh@fouree 
of- innomerable Miſchiets ; "tis the D#/2h, 
that ar'once lulls and berraies themztirikeeps 
them in a'perpetual Sleep, binds'up their Fa- 
culties;: ſo that; tho -£ ey are not Extin&, 
N et they become uſeleſs.: Plato uſedbtb. ſay, 

hat a-mman flee, eas good for noprbery :' and 


\is'certainly no leſs true of this Margl:drou- 
fineſs then the Natural.” And asin Skep ths 
fancy only is 'in' motion; fo xheſ& inconſi- 


: derate Perſons do' rather dreaty! chear dif. 
courſe 


LA 


erable' Seryice::: {f "They 
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Weourſe,'- enterrain little trifling -Images-:of 
things which are preſented: by »their, Senſe, 


Ebut: know” not how to converſe: with. their | 


Reaſon. So. that. iin.this drouſy. ſtate, all 
©remtations come' on them with the ſame/ad- 
yantage, with that of a tkef* in the night's 
a'' Phraſe 'by | which the Scripture expreſſes 
the moſt | incyitable' unforeſeen danger, x 
"TÞefſi 5. 2. We read in Fudges ;: how eaſily 
- Laiſh become a- rey to a handful of Men; 
© merely becauſe Ki: this ſupine: negligent: hu- 
mor of the Inhabitants, which-had cut them 


- off from all intercourſe with. any who might 


4 


" have ſaccord them;; Fad. 18, 25,28. Andcer- 
. | tainbyiirgives no leſs opportunity. to.our;ſ{piz. 
| ricualAſlailant; leaves -us'nakedand unguard- 
| [F ed'to receive all-their'Impreflions. ; How. pto- 
| | diptous a thing isit then , that this: ſtateiof 
-dulneſs and-danger; ſhould be. affectedly: cho-. 
| ſeni2: yer! wer Tee 'it+ro0: often; is ;/ even, by 
thoſe whoſe Qualities and Education fir them: 
 for:more Ingenuous Elections; nay., which is: 
| yermoreriddle, chat very aptneſsdiſenables, 
- fers them above. whar it prepares them. for.. 
| Labor: is lookt;:0n-as utterly. incompatible! 
- with-Greatnefs,.:and-conſideration is looktion; 
 asalabor of the-mind; and there are ſome:La-- 
, dies: who/ ſeem to reckon it: as their Prexoga-: 
tive ; to be-exemred from' both: ;. will no 
more apply.their:: Underſtandings: to. any. ſe- 
| rious-Diſcuſſion ,- then their: Hands Fo, the. 
—_ | pin- 


; a +. Es 


indie and; Diſtaſfy che ne they think pe. 
tie, rm omg bem In'the mean” 


met by: whar-ſtrange meſures do th 
hoy Jbok'on Idiots as:the moſt d 
AAble-of creavares, becauſe 'choy- want rea- 


_ſon- and yet\make it-cheir' own-excellence | 


and: preeminence; to: wang the ' uſe: of 'it; 
which is indeed fo-much warſe-chen to: want 
_— / asforh'is worſe then poverty, a 

Mm 
fee! by-this;' how: much! civil 'and ſacred £- 
ſtimares differ or we find the Bereanscom:- 


mended; not: only FI newer: ent; but as, 


more- noble: too, AF; 17:24; becauſe they 
. aftrily examin'd the 
X - By which they may 
- _—_ tharin of ang Go: Honor; aſti- 
| itancy'is no cnagb ty ;:how- 
arrows $20 thought Taba, 
/F,7 AND: if this'one poitit Ts he be gain; 
if would but ſo:far atuate cheirReaſbn ; 
iderarely and-duly' ro: weigh their: Inte- 

raſh; they would: find that ſo ſtrifily engaging 
them'wo all-rhat/is Vertuous ,-chat "rhey-mult 
havea very; invincible-refolution for ruide | 
if that catinor-perſwade-them., And: I hope all 
- whe: are: noviiMedee?'s, mbom the! Poet 

nes uv owing ithe horridnefs of that :fa&; 

L yer ſhoxeſoly'd to:execure: They arc: 
rathpri cimorous ,; hain t roftartar: 


a ſer- 


then a natural; - But: we'may 
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phy wy | | * . Wc _ | 9. © *$ <4 ; .. 
# ſerpent tho'ar'a grear diftance, rhey- will 
meed-rig- homilies-or: eftures to:beperfwaded 
*ro-fly it. And: ture did they but clearly dif 
—eern: what:a ſting there is in' thoſe* yicious 
Follies they embrace , their fear would make 


= 


C - 
i 
. 


F_ them quittheir hold, purtheminſuch a trem- 


£ 


Zbling; as would likethar of Bel/hazzars, flack- 
en their joints, and make thoſe things drop 


Cfrom-them , which before they moſt” tenaei- 
Zouſly. grafped. For indeed in fin there is a 
=confpiration of all that can be dreadfull ro a 
{Rational being, ſo that one may give-its com- 


Rn 


FWDE 7. 


Zastheone has the promiſes, ſorthe other has the 
| it::/it-:caſt one inward upon the conſcience 


"pettdium by the very reverſe of thar which 
the Apoſtle gives of Godlineſs, x7 zm. 48. for 
asr 

:curſes of this hife ,, andiof that t0 come. 

: 6. In this life. every depray'd-a&t (muck 
>More habir ) has a'black ſhadow attending 
in uncomfortable upbraidings and - regrets. 
[Tis true indeed ſome have the art to diſguiſe: 
"that to-themſelves by caſting a yer darker o- 


-ver-it, ſuppreſſing all thoſe rehuctings thr 


induſtrious; ſtupefaRtion ,, making their - for 
*ſo perfe&t night, thar they cannot ſee thoſe 
black images | thein- Conſciences repreſent. 
"But: as rhis renders their condition but the 
- more wretched; forncither* can they blind: 6- 
thers tho they dothemſelves.. Vice caſtsadark 
ſhadow outwards too , not ſuch as may: con-: 
- ceal but herray-irs-ſelf: and as the _—_ 

KUN 2- 


 monſtroſity.a! -diſproportion., forthe: lon 
any Cill er is continued, the mo6re-viſh o 
ig 'more' deform'd it- _ Y draws more | 
 obſeryation and more: cen 4 
7. /T w ERK'E indeed Lllleſs to ahon up. 
"A remporal evils'to which it expoſes itsyo- - 
taries. ' Immodeſty deſttoies: their fame, a 
vaineProdigality their fortune, Anger makes. 
them mad ; Pade hateful, Levity.. renders . 
them defpis'd ; Obſtinacy deſperate, and. Irs. 
religion-is a. complication of all theſe, fills u 
their meſure-both.of guilt and: wretchedaeſs.. 
So'thart had vertue no:other advocate ;;her-ye-' 
iy ' Antagoniſt would plead. for: her : the mi- 
erable ys np” of vice ; would like: the: 
flames of $ fend all conſidering perſons | 


to thar licle. Zogr'; which how:defpicable ſo-;/ 

ever it may have: appear'd before, car Pun 

' look crew 4 , When ſafety: is inſcrib'd onits; 
tes. 

WE Bur-ir muſt ioflaitly more do ſo if. 

" they: pleaſe ro open- a viſto: into the; other. 

World, make: uſe. of diyine- Reherg to. 


in choſo diſtant-objedts:which their groſ-; 
"ear: ſenſes do here intercept; There-t y may 

. ſee ;the difitzal.: Cataſtrophe: iof. their: Comes! 
"dies, the miſerable-inverGon of all vnlawful. 
ot .ninbounded plefures':;:zhere: that Prophe-: 
tic menace:; concernin np. Babylon which: we! 
Ide: » Reveh 38. 7: will'be. licerally vetified 
upon | 
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"Wpon Hay mt IG: Accordag es ſbe ex+ 
Hed" ber Jelf and lrued delicatly,' jo:mch the 
Emre t#+bulation give her; the tormentofthat 
FUfe-will' bear proportion tothe! pride-and Ju- 
-vrics of this. | It wilt rhereforeibe neceſſary 
{for thoſe who herewallow inplefurts ;; to con- 
"front to them the remembrance of; thoſe rivers 
© of Brityſtone,, and ask themſelves the Prophets 
{ queſtion; webs can dwell with everlaſting burn- 
3: ng Eſay; when he denounces but 
-temporal'zudgements againſt the daughters of 
EZ, exatly purſues the Antichefis;, and-ro 
{ every part of Tide effeminate delicacy'he op- 
| poſes the dire& contrary. hard(hijp!, > inſtead 

| of fweet ſmeNs, there ſhallbea ſtink; inflead of a 

| girdle ;avenr; inſtead of wellſet tiger, bataneſs 5 

* znſtead of a ſtomacher , a girdmg with ſactclaths; 

| and burning inflead of vrauty. Eſzy 3-42. 

"4g. TT'were well the daughters of our 270 

| would copy out this-le&ure, and:/prudently 
| fore-ſee how every particular ſin'or vanity of 
þ theirs will have its adapred puniſhment inan- 
other "'Wofld. And ure: this-.confideration 
| well digeſted, muſt 'necds be a forcible expe 
| dient tocleanfe them from-:all fitbine/5:0f Fleſh 
* aud [Pifir-as the Apoſttedpeaks; wCor.7. x. 

{ For its poſſible for herro-cheviſh and'blow 
Up her Tibidinous flames here; who! confiders 
> them'bur'as the firſt kindltinps:df thofe-inex- 
| Ttinpuiſhabletones heteafver ? :Cam the make: it 
| ther {tidy 'ro pleaſe her * ny | — | 
_— = ers 
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as unallaied. a thirſt? Or can ſhe deny the 
. crumbs of her table to that Lazarus, towhom 
ſhe fore-ſees ſhe ſhall then ſupplicate for adrop 
- of water? In fine can "Ing 4 out her whole 
induſtry, her fortune; nay her ingenuity too, 
in' making proviſion for th fleſh, who con- 
iders thar thart fleſh will more corrupt by pam- 
' Pering, and breed the worm tharneyer lies ? 
Certainly no woman can be ſo deſperatel 
daring,” as thus to attaque damnation., reſil 
her reaſon and her'ſenſe, only that ſhe may 
ruine her. ſoul / and/unleſs ſhe cande all this, 
her fore-ſight-will prove her eſcape, and her 
viewing -the bottomleſs pit in Lanskip and 
picture; .,will ſecure her from a real:deſcent 
into it;*; - on EE WES +3 ITO 
x0. Bur now that this Tra&t may not make 
 its'ex:#'in:the ſhape of a Fury ,- bring the me- 
ditations'to Hell and there leave them; - itmuſt 
now atlaftſhift the Scene, and as ithas ſhew'd 
the blackneſs of viceby.that outer darkneſs to 
which//it leads, we-alſo will let in a. beam of 
the Celeſtial light ro diſcover the:beauty of 
"Vertuesz remind the Reader that'there is a 


> "bers that Dzves's unintermitted feaſt ends in | 


: "IP ion'of Joy as well as a place of rorment , 


ery and Vertue is that milky way that 

'Jeads:ro it; a ſtate; -compar'd to,:which: the 

 Elyfum-of the Heathen iis as inconſiderable 

as it's: fiftivious , rhe Mahometan/Paradiſc as 

far and/2$ infipid as it-is groſs and:brutiſh;; 
ee TE OS oe 5. Op | p 
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FF where the undertaking of the - Pſalmiſt ſhall 
| be' completely ears, thoſe that fear the 
- Lord ſhall want nv maniier of thing that us good , 

” Pſalm, 34. 10. And this happy fare is as Ac- 

© ceſlible as excellent. God is not unſincere in 

his propoſals, offers not theſe glories only to 
. tantalize and abuſe us, but to animate and 

. encourage mankind. He ſets up an invi- 

3 ting prize; and not only marks out; bur le- 

* |- vels the way: to it ; makes that our duty 

| werhiich is alſo our pleſure, yea and our honor ' 

| too: So has he contriv'd for our caſe; that 
knowing how hardly we can diyeſt our vo- 
Iuptuouſneſs and ambition, he puts us not to | 
it: All he demands is but that he may chuſe 1 
the objet. And in that he is yet more obli- | 
' ging, for by that at once he refines and fatiſ- 
| - 8 the yr how He takes us off indeed from 
the fulſome pleſures of ſenſe, which by. their 
groſneſs may cloy, yet by reaſon of theit -. 
emtfineſs can never fill us :. and brings us to taſt 
the mote pure. fpiritual delights which are 
the true elixir of Pleſures, in compariſon 

+ whereof all the ſenſual are bur as the dregs 
; jOrfeces in an extraction, after the ſpirits are 
. drawn oft. In like mariner he calls us from an 

aſpiring to thoſe pinnacles of honor, where 
we alwaics fit'rottering and often fall down, 
but yer invites us to ſoar higher ;-where we 
ſhall have the Moon with all her viciſlitudes 
and changes wnder our feet, Rey. 21; I. an 
L122 enjoy 
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NCT. FA 
njo' deu rreverſible as: fplendid. 
rx. THU's' do's he ſhew.us a way tohallow 

our moſt unfanctified affections ;; thus, ac- 
cording” to the Prophefie of Zecharmah, may 
holineſs bewrit even uponthe bells of the horſes, 
' Zece 14. 20. upon. our: moſt | brutat inclina- 
' tion; and thus may .all thoſe feminine Paſ- 
fions,, which now ſeduce Women from Verrue , 


- OE 


- advance them in it. Let her that is: amorous , 


place her love uponhimyhois { as the Spouſe 
tells us, Cart. 5. ro. ) the: chiefeſt among ten 
thouſand; ſhe that is angry turn kieried a- 
giaſt her ſins; ſhe thar.is naughty diſdain 

tc Devils drudpery ; ſhe that is teartul;'-dread 
him who ca# deſtroy both Body and Soul 31 Hell, 
Matt. 5.28. and ſhe thar is ſad, reſerve her 
tears for her: penitential offices. Thus may 


_ they conſecrate even their infirmities; and 


'tho they cannot Deifie , or erect Temples to 


 - them, as the Romans did to their Paſſions , 


nay their Diſeaſes; yer after they are thus 
clcanfed, they may Genlbice themas the Jews 
did the clean Beaſts in the Tabernacle.” Only 
Irrelipion and Profaneneſs is exemt from: this 
Priviledg , no water of Purificationcan cleanſe 


; It or make it ſerviceable inthe Temple; that 
- Fke the ſpoils of Ferzcho, isſoexecrable; that 


it muſtbe devoted todeftruction, as ax accur /- 
ed thing , Joſ. 6. 17. For tho God do's notdeſpiſe 
the work of his own hands, hath fo:much 
kindneſs to his Creatures, that he: endeayors 

20 | to 


r 


| that, muſt be extirpated, 
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to, reduce all our native inclinations to'their 


” primitive, rectityde ; -and thereforc do's: fig 

© aboliſh., bur purifie them ; yet Atheiſm is none 

: IR ; deer | , f C0 

. jon .to thar mighty wind in' whi 

; Holy Spirit rpAncy, Af og .in 
which: it ſubſiſts may be reform'd., the perſon 

. may turn, Chriſtian, and the wit that main+ 

' tain'd its blaſphemous paradoxes may be cons 

i 


ounterblaſt from Hell , mop | 
d. Tho the ſubjeQ_ in 


verted to; holier -uſes ; yet the quality ir ſelf 
is capable of no ſuch happy Metamorphoſis; 

orit cannot be made 
tributary. Which -ſhews how tranſcendent ' 


 an-ill that: is which: cannot be conyerted ta 


good:, Even that Omnipotence which, can out 
of the very. ſtones. raiſe children to: Abraham, 
attemts not any tranſmuration of this; which 


" ought therefore topoſſeſs all hearts with ade- 


teſtation of it, and adyance them.in an earneſt 
purefuic of all the parts of Piery. | 
-.I2..A ND. that is it which I- would now 


once more ( as a farewell exhortation Y com- 


mend-to my Female Readers, as that which 
vertually contains all other Accompliſhments: 
'Tis thac- pearl in the, Goſpel for which they 
may ue withall and. make a. good. bargain 
too. The fear of the Lord u the begrmming of 
wiſdom, ſaies the wiſeſt of men, Prov. i. 7. 
and by his experience he ſhews that ir is the 
completing end of it too; for he no ſooner 
declin'd from that, but he grew to i 
an 
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MEET TIEC JOIEETEESAI SELISL JT IT. 
. anddiſhonor: Lerall thoſe therefore to whom 


, _ God hasdiſpenſt an outward affluence, given 
- » ,"themaviſiblefpendorintheeies of the world, 
=. be ehreful fo lotire to themſelves that honor 
Thich conies from God only, Joli. 5.44. vnite 
their ſouls to chat ſupremE Majolly who is 
the fountain: of true hotor: who in his be- 


 -  ſtowing the Crown of righteouſneſs proceeds 
- . by the ſame meſures by which hediſpoſed the 
 _—- Crown of 7/ae/, when he-ayow'd to Samuel 
that he /ookr nor the eutward- appearance but 
beheld the heart, Sam. 16. 7. If Godſee not his 
© _ , own Image there, all the beauty and paiery 
©. 6f the outward form is deſpicable inthis cies, 
i = liketheapplesof Sodomonly a kind of painted 
- --. duſt. Bur if Piery be firmly rooted there, they 
 * _- then become like the Kings daughter , all g/o- 
', -- r20us within too; a much more valuable bra- 
 _' very then the garment of needle, work and ve- 
E  . .  ſfture of Gold,” Pſalm. 45. 14. And this is it 
+ + that muſt enter them into the Kings Palace, 
>. thro.that rew Jeruſalem, where they ſhall nor 

© . wear, butinhabir Pearls and Gems., Rev. 21.19. 
-_ ___ be beautiful without the help of artornarture , 
+ by the metre- reflexion' of- the Divine bright- 
neſs; be all that their then enlarg'd. compre- 
 henfions can' wiſh , and infinitly more then 

- they can here imagine. 
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